Submission from:

Raymond Mallon
Re: Inquiry into Australian Expatriates

I am an Australian who has lived in Asia most of the time since 1984. My wife is Vietnamese: my children are mixed. I have been based in Hanoi since 1991, but keep a holiday home in northern NSW and have other investments in Australia. Please find some brief comments in response to the TOR

 (a)  the extent of the Australian diaspora;

This is something the embassies are best placed to answer. Australians are one of the largest expatriate groups living in Viet Nam.

(b)  the variety of factors driving more Australians to live overseas;

The key factor leading me to work in Australia was job satisfaction, and a strong personal interest in Southeast Asia. Subsequently, the decision has proven to be financially and personally rewarding. The variety in my work is also an important factor in staying overseas.
I enjoy going back to visit Australia. Life is easy there, but after a few weeks I begin to be annoyed by petty bureaucracy and the desire of the Australian authorities to intervene in the minute of everyday life (e.g. the ridiculous laws on restricting the sale of alcoholic drinks in cafes and restaurants, and not allowing children to sit with their parents when they are having a drink. You only have to look at Italy (southern Europe) and much of Asia to see the benefits of families eating and drinking together). 

We are not sure whether we will go back to Australia to retire: we will seriously consider sending our children back for university education. Hopefully, the authorities will “lighten-up” before too long. I do not see Australia as having an excessively high tax regime: this would not be a major barrier to my return.
(c)  the costs, benefits and opportunities presented by the phenomenon;

I believe the benefits are enormous, especially if Australians return to Australia after several years abroad. Some examples of benefits include:

· Developing a less insular view of the world in the general population. It would be fantastic if at least half of our school teachers had spent time living in another country with knowledge of a 2nd language. (At school, I learn all about British kings, but very little about aborigines or Angkor Wat). Maybe more could be done to encourage the twinning of schools with regional neighbors and to encourage the “swapping” of teachers between schools (And Universities) in Australia and Asia.
· Most Australians resident in Asia are good ambassadors. Australia does not always get good press in Asia and some Asians view Australians as being loud and arrogant. However, Australian expatriates are often viewed as “fitting in” to Asian life better than many other western expatriates.

· Australia may have saved money and lives if there were more Australians living in Viet Nam during the 1950, and the Australian authorities consulted with them.

· Personal contacts lead to increased business, trade and investment. Australians expatriates are generally proud of Australian tertiary education (and our relatively tolerant society) and probably helps promote Australian education.
(d)  the needs and concerns of overseas Australians;

I would like to be able to re-enrol to vote.

I would like Australia to become much less bureaucratic (about everything: I do contract work for a range of Governments: the contracts with Demark and Germany are one-page, while the one with the Australian Government is 16 pages!). 
If Australia is serious about free trade, it also has to be serious about making it easier for other people to come to Australia for tourism, education, and work experience.
It is very difficult to defend Australia from the very bad publicity about the treatment of asylum seekers.

(e)  the measures taken by other comparable countries to respond to the needs of their expatriates;  and

The Australian embassy appears to be relatively pro-active in engaging with Australian expatriates.
(f)  ways in which Australia could better use its expatriates to promote our economic, social and cultural interests.

Some Australian expatriates may be willing to support/meet with Australian trade delegations (e.g,. especially those promoting education). Some informal network of expatriates (i.e., a wider group than the present business groups) could be developed in each country to help in information dissemination and to help visiting Australians contact expatriates that may be able to assist (mostly informally) in developing contacts. 

Asking us to prepare submissions like this is a great start!
