Sent: Wednesday, 3 December 2003 12:20 AM
To: Legal and Constitutional, Committee (SEN)
Subject: Inquiry into Australian Expatriates Submission


Dear Sir,
 

Attached is my submission to the Senate Inquiry into Australian Expatriates. I make my comments under each item of the terms of reference.
 

(a)  the extent of the Australian Diaspora;
I moved to Hong Kong in 1991, and obtained permanent residency in 1998. I moved my main residence to Macau in 2000. (Note that Macau is 60 minutes by ferry from Hong Kong, but is a different Special Administrative Region within China.) I now own an apartment in Macau, and still rent an apartment in Hong Kong. I travel to Hong Kong from Macau for 1 day each week, for business. Because of some special circumstances I will receive Macau permanent residency in 2004.
 

I have been living with a US citizen I met in Hong Kong since 1997. My life partner and I may move to Australia in 5-10 years, or we may equally likely move to the USA, or to elsewhere in Asia.
 

(b)  the variety of factors driving more Australians to live overseas;
I left Australia in 1991 because I found it difficult to get suitable employment in Australia at that time, and I had a job offer to go to Hong Kong. I originally intended to only remain out of Australia for 2 years. After two years, I remained because of work opportunities. After five years, I remained because of friendships I had built up. I remain overseas now because of job opportunities and because I believe (rightly or wrongly) that my working experience would not be adequately valued if I moved back to Australia.
 

I am now in my late 40's, and I have not had business contact with Australia for over 12 years.
 

(c)  the costs, benefits and opportunities presented by the phenomenon;
I hold a PhD in engineering, which cost both myself and the Australian government a lot of money, and the bulk of my working life has been spent outside of Australia with no direct business contact with Australia. I have been reasonably successful and I could have contributed to the economic development of Australia and I left Australia mainly because of a lack of job opportunities.
 

I return to Australia every 2-3 years for holidays and I am a reasonably high spending tourist when I visit. On occasions, I have also brought friends to visit Australia. In total, with friends I have made around around 12 "man-visits" to Australia since I left. By contrast, especially in the early years, many friends visited me from Australia - there have been approximately 40 "man-visits" to me from Australia.
 

I also have significant investments in Australia. My personal and informally organized "retirement fund". I own an apartment, and a share portfolio.
 

I paid taxes in Hong Kong, and I now pay taxes in Macau, on my income generated in these places. I have not paid taxes in Australia for many years because my income generated in Australia has not been above the tax threshold.
 

(d)  the needs and concerns of overseas Australians;
I have minimal official contact with Australia. I did contact the Hong Kong consulate, but their services were largely irrelevant to me. From my perspective there is no official support infrastructure for expatriate Australians. Quite frankly, I also consider the consular costs to be ludicrous - expensive useless people, staying in expensive places, and spending their time and my money entertaining other expensive useless people from other countries. They seem to be largely geared to assisting immigrants, and I do not see why this cannot be "outsourced". The few times I tried to set up businesses to export goods to Australia the consulate and the trade office were of no use. The one time I tried to set up a business exporting from Australia, I did everything independent of the consulate and trade office - I did not want to waste my time with them.
 

The nearest consulate to Macau is in Hong Kong. The US consulate in Hong Kong sends a representative to Macau for 1 day each month to assist US citizens in Macau with passports and other issues. My wife has regular contact with her US consulate. The Australian consulate does nothing like this - they we only "expedite" things I want them to do when I come to Hong Kong (mostly to get new passports).
 

(e)  the measures taken by other comparable countries to respond to the needs of their expatriates;  and
See my above comments about the US Consulate in Hong Kong.
 

(f)  ways in which Australia could better use its expatriates to promote our economic, social and cultural interests.
Nothing much.
 

Richard Whitfield
Coloane Macao
 

