The Southern Cross Group
Promoting Mobility in the Global Community
www.southern-cross-group.org

Calling Australians Everywhere.

The Australian Senate’s Legal and Constitutional References Committee has
opened a Parliamentary Inquiry into Australian Expatriates. The
Committee's terms of reference are as follows:

(&) the extent of the Australian diaspora;

(b) the variety of factors driving more Australians to live overseas;

{c) the costs, benefits and epportunities presented by the phenomenon;
(d) the needs and concerns of overseas Australians,

{e) the measures taken by other comparable countries to respond to the needs of their
expatriates; and

{f) ways in which Australia could betier use its expatriates to promate our economic,
social and culturat interests.

Some one milion Australians live abroad. That's equivalent to 5% of
Australia’s resident population. Yet never before in Australia’s history has the
Government formally examined our diaspora. Whether you are an Australian
overseas or an Ausiralian at home, this is a unigue apportunity to put forward
your thoughts, experiences, views and concerns. Through your participation in
this inquiry, you can help shape and enrich the future of our country so that
Australian expatriates can become better connected and integrated into the life
of our nation, for the benefit of all Australians,

Whether you contribute three lines or a thesis, make sure your voice is heard.
ideas, background reading, and an e-mail template in which you can compose
your submission and send it direct to ihe Committee can be found at: '

WWW. Southern-cross-group.org

Or make your submission directly to: _
ﬁ The Secrgianat i

Legai and Constitutional Refarences Committes
Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600
Tel: +681 2 8277 3560 Fax + 61 Z 6277 5784
E-mat. legcon seng@aph.gov.au

Closing Pate: Friday 27 February 2004
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LATEST WORLD RECORD HOLDER

BRYAN THOMAS keeps us up to date with
the numtber of past and curreni world record
holders within the club.

Pruring the [970s and early 80s Anton
Tesijn  was & prominent and f{alented
materer thrower and coaclt within the loeal
o commaunity, HMe had been actively
invaolved in veteran athletics from its earliest
having represented Australia (aleng

wil Tuek Pennington and Hal Datheim) at
the first major {nternational track and field
meet for veteran athletes, Cologne 1972, As
aur  first M73 competitor  Anton
demaonstrated his outstanding ability to hurl
the hammer 2 long way by winning gold at
aational champienships and setting ACT
and Australian Records.

In mid 1984 Anton and his wife returned
to Croatia. Although they went through
some difficult times readjusting fo their new
Hfe Anton continued his active involvement
i ataterics. ie has enjoyed considerable
suceess as a pational hammer throws coach,
especiaily of junior athletes; for example,
fis squad from his little home town club
won nine medals (two gold, four silver and
three bronze) in the recent Croatian Under
2 Championships.

Over the years our patron Jack
Pennington, fellow competitor, coach and

. friend has mainiained regular and close
contact with Anten. Because Anton s
always interested fo hear about veteran
athletey he befriended during his time in

davs,

Canberra Jack keeps him well informed of
their activitics. Jack even sént him a copy of
our special edition of Vetruuner {June 2000}
celebrating the 1006 Monthly Throwing
Handicaps. Anton epjoved reading of the
history and the miany anecdstes associated
with this popuiar competition.

Jack passes on some of Anton's letters
to people he knows would be interested and
that is how [ became aware of fwo
wonderful and related stories that other
members might enjoy.

On July 15 in Varazdin, Croatia, Anton
participated in the “lInternational
Championship of Throwers”, a competition
in the feur throwing disciplines for male
and female athletes from {3 years fo
veterans. As Jack had recently renewed

¥ Anton's A_(_'}L\_/_@(_ membershnL Auton
proudly competed wearing our club
uniform. Anton _was in supezb hammer

throwing form senging i sicel bali out to
28.01m for a new MS3 world record. (This
betters the existing WR of 2751 held by
John Fraser, Victoria). Being so proud of
his ACT conmection Anton had “Anton
Tesija of Canberra, Australia” recorded on
the diploma acknowiedging his
performance. Al the necessary paper work
for Anton’s claim for the WR has been
forwarded te club statistician Quentin
Anthony.

Australiz’s champion hammer thrower

Stuart Rendell was in Eurcpe fraining and

+

LIVES IN CROATIA

compeling as  part of im preparation
towards the Sydney Olympics when he
spotted an  older thrower wearing the
ACTVAC upiform. Of course he was
surprised to sce a Canberra Veterans
shirt being worn so far from home 5
approached the older athlete and was
amared to learn that Anton had been o
“regular™ at the Masson Street Throwing
Fields in Canberra long before he had even
considered picking awp a  throwing
implement. But from that moment both
champion athletes enjoyed each others
company reminiscing about Canberra, their
sport and of course their mutual friends
such as Jack, Charlie Rarn and Atilia Spaits
etc. As a successful ceach Anton viewed
Stuart’s throwing technique  with
considerable interest and experfise, even
offering the young Aussie Olympian some
advice on style,

_ Congratulations Anton you joilt a i
elite group of eight club members to be u

World Record holder. ACTVAC members

who have been or are currvent world recerd
holders are:

Joan Hooper W50 5000W (1987}

Irene Mitchell W45 hammer (87}

Quentin Anthony MSS Austrafian 4x40C team
(87}

Tony Murray M40 mile (88}

Trish Thomas W40 hammaer {89;

Margare! Taylor W50 triple jump (99)

Efaine Cooper W40 steeplechase (2000)

Anton Tesija M85 hammey (2000)
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