To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

As an Australian involved in the Boston MA expatriate community for  9 years and living in the United States for 13 years I feel qualified to comment the interaction of expatriates with Australia. Many Australians in the Boston area have a deep commitment to Australia and willingly give of their time and energy to fostering business, cultural and other links between our two countries.  

One of the constant gripes I have is the “on again, off again” approach of the Australian Government in its approach to diplomatic, trade and investment representation in the US. The constant refrain is a lack of budget resources to consistently reach out beyond the cities where there are diplomatic missions. With modest investments in assisting expatriate associations and networks much more could be achieved in raising the profile of Australia to local business, cultural and educational institutions. In Boston Australian expatriates feel neglected despite the proximity of the New York Consulate General and the significant involvement of Australian expatriates in a multitude of important areas in the New England community. Many of these areas such as biotechnology, education, computer and information technology and nanotechnology have direct impact on economic well being and growth of Australia.

One suggestion to harness expatriate energy and experience might be to hold expatriate “town hall” meetings yearly, every six months or quarterly in centers outside the cities that have diplomatic representation.  Australians would be able to present views and ask questions to representatives of the Australian Government. 

I would be very happy to expand upon these issues and welcome any questions from the Committee.

Sincerely

Andrew Jeffery

President

Australian New England American Chamber of Commerce

