Hello

Thank you for looking into this subject.

I live in Connecticut in the USA. I am here to be with my husband who is an American citizen.

I have two issues to address

1) I was alarmed to discover that if I want to become an American citizen, I, as an Australian-born Australian citizen, have to give up my Australian citizenship. However if I had been born outside Australia then I could keep that other citizenship AND my Australian citizenship. (I am not sure whether or not I would still have to give up the Australian citizenship if I then wanted to gain US citizenship). 

I am not sure of the logic of behind not allowing dual citizenship. Someone said it was something to do with Herman(?) Black the media chap, trying to avoid taxes and the government trying to curtail the apparent loophole.

In any case, there is no way I am ever going to give up my Australian citizenship, but I would like the opportunity to become an American citizen and gain the rights associated with that status such as being able to work in the public sector here in the USA. 

Hopefully you can resolve the issue and make recommendations so that people like me, Australian-born Australian citizens can have dual citizenship.

2) I think the Australian expat community is a vast and largely untapped resource for Australia in terms of economic growth and stability. Although I cannot see a way of tapping it at this moment !!!

Here in the northeast of the US, there are some Australians but not a lot and I am warmly welcomed wherever I go ..........people "love" my accent, people say how much they have enjoyed meeting Australians and say things like "oh Australians are so friendly, warm, generous etc"..........I often feel like an ambassador for Australia. I meet lots of new people and hardly one goes by without saying ............"Gee, I want to go to Australia!"

In any case, I would like to have a greater sense of who we are as expats ................where we live, what we do etc.........this would be excellent from a networking perspective.......both between expats and then meshing back into Australia. 

Thank you 

Dr Jane Chrystal 

Washington Depot CT USA

