WARREN SAMMUT                                                                                     MOSTA                                                                                     MALTA 

TO THE SECRETARY

SENATE LEGAL AND CONSTITUTINAL REFERANCE COMMITE

PARLEMENT HOUSE 

CANBERRA ACT 2600

AUSTRALIA

DEAR  SIR / MADAM 

I WAS BORN IN WENTWITHVILLE N.S.W ON THE 19/07/1976.  MY FATHER AND MOTHER MIGRATED TO AUSTRALIA FROM MALTA IN 1954 AND RETURNED IN 1988.

AS A CHILD I ENJOYED DEUL CITIZENSHIP I WAS AUSTRALIAN BY BIRTH AND MALTESE BECAUSE MY FAMILY WAS FROM MALTA.
IN 1988 WHEN I WAS 12 YEARS OLD MY FAMILY MOVED BACK TO MALTA AND WHEN I WAS 18 
I WAS REQUIRED TO DECIDE BETWEEN MALTESE AND AUSTRALIAN UNDER THE MALTESE LAW THEY DID NOT ALLOW DEUL CITIZENSHIP.
I WAS REQUIRED BY THE MALTESE TO PRESENT DOCUMENTRY EVIDENCE THAT I HAD FORMALY RENOUNCED MY AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP  UNDER AUSTRALIAN LAW USING SECTION 18 OF THE AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP ACT 1948,IN ORDER TO KEEP MY MALTESE CITIZENSHIP BEYOND MY 19TH BIRTHDAY. 

I OPTED TO KEEP TO KEEP MY MALTESE DUE TO THE FACT THAT MY LIFE IN MALTA FOR ME WOULD HAVE BEEN REALY HARD IN PARTICULAR WORKING, BUYING A HOUSE AND BENNIFITS FROM THE SOCIAL SECURITY.
AT THE TIME OF THAT I RENOUNED MY AUSTRAIAN CITIZENSHIP I DID SO ONLY BECAUSE I HAD TO AND I HAD NO CHOISE IN THE CIRCUMSTANCEES I WAS EXTREMELY UNHAPPY ABOUT MY AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP BECAUSE I WAS BORN IN AUSTRALIA, AND SPEND MY FAVARITE YOUNG YEARS THERE AND STILL CONSIDER MY SELF TO BE AUSTRALIAN.
I THING THAT MY AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP IS MY BIRTH RIGHT BECAUSE I WAS BORN IN AUSTRALIA I STILL MAINTAIN CLOSE WITH AUSTRALIA BECAUSE MY BROTHER HAS RETURNED TO AUSTRALIA AND HE IS AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP AGAIN BECAUSE HE WAS NOT OVER THE AGE OF 25.
I HAVE LOTS OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS LIVING IN AUSTRALIA WHICH I AM VERY CLOSE TO THEM. 

I NOTE THAT AUSTRALIAN LAW CHANGED WITH EFFECT FROM 1 JULY 2002 TO ALLOW PEOPLE WHO RENOUNCED THEIR AUSTRALIAN CITIZENSHIP UP TO THE AGE OF 25 YEARS WHICH MY BROTHER DID SO.  

PLEASE GIVE ME THE SAME RIGHTS AS MY FAMILY WHICH ARE NOW AUSTRALIAN AGAIN THANK YOU.
YOURS FAITHFULY

WARREN SAMMUT
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