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Submission to Inquiry into Australian Expatriates

Dear Sir/Madam,

On the 15th of March 1972  I was born in Parramatta Sydney New South Wales Australia (Birth Registration 7638).
My father migrated to Australia from Malta in 1954 at the age of 26 (twenty four) and then my mother joined him a few years later to start up a family in this prosperous country.  In all, my father spent 23 (twenty three) years working in Australia and my three brothers and I were all born in Australia and lived there until our parents were constrained to leave due to extended family circumstances. In 1977 when I was 5 (five) years old, my family moved back to Malta.  At that time my brothers were 11 (eleven), 7 (seven) and 3 (three) years old, respectively.  As a child my brothers and I enjoyed dual citizenship – we were Australian by birth under Australian law and Maltese by descent under the Maltese law.  

In the meantime my parents settled down in Malta and at the age of 17 (seventeen) I started reading a Bachelor’s degree in Accountancy at the University of Malta.  According to Maltese laws, only maltese citizens have access to free tertiary education, so the fact that I was not a full maltese citizen created a financial obstacle to the attainment of a University Degree.  The same happened to my brothers.

Since my parents could not afford to pay tertiary education for all of us, the only option was to forgo our much treasured Australian citizenship.  Against our will we had to trade the opportunity of full Australian citizenship for the possibility to further our studies and obtain a career which would enhance our future as citizens.  

At that time Maltese citizenship laws did not allow dual citizenship after the age of 18 and thus we renounced to our Australian citizenship only because we were compelled to do so and essentially had no choice in the circumstances.

We always were and still feel proud that we were born and lived in Australia.  At present I am working as a senior accountant with the leading telecommunications company in Malta.  My brother also works as a senior engineer with this same company and in fact was responsible for the setting up of the main satellite system between Malta and Australia.  My younger brother is a certified public accountant and auditor working with an international auditing company and has been sent on various assignments in a number of European countries and is currently working in the United States of America.  Finally, my eldest brother, who practically spent up to his teenage years in Australia, is working as a General Manager with a leading international company of hotel management.  He worked for a number of years in Thailand and has now been working for over a year in Indonesia.  He intends to spend a few other years there and then hopefully move either to Singapore or Australia, depending on the opportunities that arise at the time.
As you may deduce from the brief recount given above, in my opinion my brothers and I have much to offer in a country such as Australia were dreams can come true if you put your mind at it – obviously this can only happen should we be given the opportunity to return to the place were we grew up. To add further, even our spouses are professionals (two accountants, a teacher and a marketing manageress) thus our contribution to this country could only double.

Australian citizenship is my birth right because I was born in Australia.  Our family still maintains close ties with Australia, primarily because we still have lots of relatives there - a number of aunts and uncles, cousins and their children that have now settled there.  Also because my parents have worked for a substantial number of years in Australia and have contributed much there, they currently receive a monthly pension from Australia.  
The Australian Citizenship Act 1948 contains a provision whereby those who lost their Australian citizenship under the now repealed Section 17 may resume their lost citizenship, as long as they are able to state an intention to return to Australia to live within three years.  I feel it is inequitable to deny those who lost their Australian citizenship under Section 18 the same resumption right, when the 2002 repeal of Section 17 signals that Australia as a country now accepts dual citizenship as a sound policy for the 21st Century.  Also, it should be broadened so that former Australians overseas are not required to make a declaration that they intend to return to Australia to live within three years.  
I am aware that Australian law changed with effect from 1 July 2002 to allow people who renounced to their Australian citizenship in order to retain another citizenship, to apply and resume their Australian citizenship up to the age of 25 years.  However, since my brothers and I were over the age of 25 on 1 July 2002 this provision does not assist us. I feel that Australian born maltese descendents like myself are thus being discriminated against under the now changed Australian law.  We only renounced to our Australian citizenship at the tender age of 17 because we were compelled to do so by financial and practical reasons affecting our educational and working life in Malta- the country of residence forced upon us by our parents’ circumstances.
Regardless of the fact that I am not formally an Australian citizen, I consider myself to be an integral part of Australia’s now significant diaspora.  Many thanks for the opportunity to contribute to the work of your Committee in this Inquiry.
Regards,
MICHELLE BONETT
