Sue Perry

London

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I would like to comment on parts b,c and d of your terms of reference.

B - VARIETY OF FACTORS DRIVING MORE AUSTRALIANS TO LIVE OVERSEAS

I moved to London from Sydney in 1989, originally intending to stay for 6 months. I have now lived in London for almost 15 years.

I came to London originally as I felt there was little opportunity for me in Sydney, either career wise or for post grad study. I had recently completed my degree at Sydney Uni.

C - COSTS, BENEFITS AND OPPS PRESENTED

When I arrived in London, I found a whole range of post graduate courses, and lots more career opps. I chose to study accountancy, and have since attained two qualifications. 

In terms of jobs, I found it very easy to get well paid and interesting jobs in London - in fact, much easier than in Sydney. 

In addition, I found the English people to be very friendly and extremely welcoming of Australians, who they considered to be well educated and hard working.

I still believe that the standard of working is higher in Sydney than London - that Sydney employers demand higher quality in their employees and that there is much more competition in Sydney for the good jobs.

D - NEEDS AND CONCERNS OF OVERSEAS AUSTRALIANS

My main concern at this stage, having lived here for so long, bought a house and developed my career, is how to "unpick it all" and re-settle when I move back to Australia. (Which I intend to do in 2 years or so.)

There doesn't seem to be a lot of information available to help me  work out how to say, find out my old Australian tax file number, open a bank account, get issued with an Oz credit card, transfer the capital from my London property, deal with tax issues regarding my UK pension and investments, etc.

And the Australian High Commission in the Strand gives me the impression of not being very warm or welcoming to ordinary Aussies like me, who have no "aristocratic" or political connections. 

I also think it would help if the High Commission held some kind of register that would allow me to register my residency here with them. This could then be used by the Aust govt and banks, etc to help make it easier for me when I eventually moved back to Sydney, eg. by providing evidence for them that while being absent from Oz, I have paid taxes, not run up debts, etc and should therefore be given a similar good credit rating immediately on my return.

thanks, 

regards Sue Perry

