Dear Sir/Madam

Please see embedded comments.

Terms of Reference

(a)  the extent of the Australian diaspora;

(b)  the variety of factors driving more Australians to live overseas;

The USA offers significant benefits including:  higher salary, more flexible employment opportunities, lower taxes, proximity to other vibrant economies (e.g., Europe), superior infrastructure, superior educational opportunities, and less reliance on government. 

(c)  the costs, benefits and opportunities presented by the phenomenon;

Opportunities for Australian business:  Australian consulates and embassies should exercise outreach to expatriates to support and enhance Australian business.  

(d)  the needs and concerns of overseas Australians;

Economy First and Foremost:  My only need and wish is for Australia to be a competitive and vibrant economy such that it would be advantageous for me to share in its growth.  Presently, Australia's economic presence in the north-east USA is invisible, if not non-existent.  

(e)  the measures taken by other comparable countries to respond to the needs of their expatriates;  and

Other countries see their expatriates living abroad as a valuable business resource to exploit (e.g., Taiwan, Israel, China, Britain, France, India, etc.).  Sadly, Australia views its expatriates with indifference.  

Australian expatriates living in the USA are often highly educated and present an under-utilised resource for Australian business.  Unfortunately, the Australian consulates (and embassies) do little to continue and further cement relationships between Australian expatriates and businesses in Australia.  This is a great loss to Australia.  Other countries, particularly Britain and France, are far better at using their consulates to facilitate business exchange and investment (e.g., British Consulate in Boston, MA, supports UK Trade and Investment and is a wonderful resource for business exchange and networking; http://www.britainusa.com/Boston , there is no Australian consulate in Boston.  In twenty years living in the USA, the nearest consulate in NY has contacted me exactly zero times).

(f)  ways in which Australia could better use its expatriates to promote our economic, social and cultural interests

See comments under (e).  

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute.

Sincerely

Bruce

Bruce L. Rogers, Ph.D.

Belmont MA USA

