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To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

My name is Lee Huynh and I have travelled overseas before however, in January 2004 I will be moving permanently to the United Kingdom on a working holiday visa.

I decided to submit this submission because I wanted my voice to be heard.  As a Vietnamese immigrant who migrated to Australia in 1980, I was only three when I came to Australia.  Ever since then I have had no desire to travel back to Vietnam because I now consider Australia my home.  Most of my family members are here in Australia and we do love living here.

My parents have often told me that I am a 'banana' - yellow on the outside but white on the inside.  I think I have assimiliated into the Australian culture and way of life well and I am proud to be an Australian.  When I am overseas, I have no hesitations in letting people know that I am Australian because to me; it is one of the greatest honours and I feel proud telling people so.

One of the biggest problems I have encountered when I have been overseas is the lack of knowledge people have of Australia, how multicultural we are, the diversity of our country and yet the acceptance of the people in our country.  One time in Paris, I asked a Frenchman for some directions.  I told him I was Australian. He laughed and told me I wasn't and that, I was in fact, Chinese!

When I visited China, I was surprised that the Chinese found me to be an elitest because I could not speak Mandarin however, I had a very good grasp of English.  They couldn't understand how I could speak English but not the 'mother tongue.'

The point I make is that whilst living overseas certainly has its advantages, there's nothing like home. When I am home, I feel accepted whereas when I am overseas, the cultural differences are quite overwhelming.  Sometimes, it's a reality check into what other countries think of us.

I've never had problems when I've returned home.  Some of my most confronting moments have been when I have been overseas.  Again, this is where the 'banana' concept comes into play and I realise how spoilt I have been in Australia simply because of how easily I have been accepted into this country.  In Australia, I sometimes forget that I am in fact Asian however, when I am overseas it's a lot harder to bypass that as people judge me on how I look, something I obviously cannot blame them for.

I hope my submission, whilst small, will assist in your inquiry.

Kind regards,

Lee Huynh
