carlo a montagner

Tokyo, Japan

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I have been an expatriate to the USA for three years, and recently transferred to Japan.  I work for a multinational pharmaceutical company in a senior management position.  Many Australian expats I meet are in similar senior managerial roles for multinational companies managing roles of such magnitude and complexity that is not often found in Australia.  Yet with this wealth of talented Australians living abroad and positioned in highly responsible roles, no advantage is taken of this to benefit Australian industry.  

For example, with the huge amount of medical research conducted in Australia, no Australian researcher or research organisation has ever contacted me asking to facilitate a introduction with senior R&D management. Is it any wonder Australia's poor record in commercialization of any promising outcomes is maintained given we continue to ignore such contacts overseas?  We need an identifiable network of expats who are willing to champion australia's cause, and I believe after my discussions with my expat colleagues, there are many willing to play this role. thank you carlo
