Sent: Wednesday, 5 November 2003 12:34 PM

To: Legal and Constitutional, Committee (SEN)

Subject: Submission for Senate Inquiry into Expatriates

Senators

I would like to thank Senator Bolkus for his initiative in this matter.   I 

write as  someone who was an expatriate for 12 years, during all my early 

adulthood.  I was part of a group of students at Harvard  and MIT in the 

early 80s, most of whom have returned, though a number are still in the US 

due to career opportunities or commitment to spouses.  I also know of 

Australians in Europe.  I also lived in Israel for a number of years, so I 

have seen Australians and immigrants from many countries in different 

contexts.   I should indicate that we benefited from a well-resourced 

higher-education system which left us no debts.

I have now been in Australia around 14 years (with frequent travel),  with 

a constant awareness that my orientation is more global than my of my 

friends, family and colleagues, and as a researcher into the internet I see 

that it has enormous potential as a tool for working with expatriates, the 

vast majority of whom I would suspect are internet users.

My remarks, however, are most relevant for young Australians going abroad 

and who end up staying abroad. There may certainly be other more relevant 

issues for corporate expatriates, or people from non-English-speaking 

backgrounds who are drawn back to home countries as individuals or as part 

of family migration patterns.

I wish to raise the following points for your consideration:

1) The need for quality, and continuing research into characteristics of 

expatriates, reasons for expatriate status, and issues which delay or 

prevent return to Australia of not  just individuals, but families abroad.

2) The need for a division of DIMIA or another department dedicated to 

expatriate interests and information services on a whole of government (and 

for all levels of government) basis for them.

Such a division's work could begin as the departure barrier at airports, 

with passengers being given information about a recognisable website  (I 

suggest www.expat.gov.au ).

For many young travellers, such electronic contact may be an important 

future point of reference  with Australia beyond, family and 

friends.   Many of the issues on the site may not make sense early on in 

being an expatriate, but with the formation of relationships, children and 

financial commitments, they will become so.

The website should specifically designed with the whole range of expatriate 

interests at hand, perhaps developed in consultation or partnership with 

expatriate organisations. What 'picture' of Australia that site or any 

printed material presents should be carefully considered, during to the 

exposure of expatriate to a wide range of cultural and life experiences.

One issue which I believe important is employment, including the 

recognition of overseas qualifications and reorientation to the job market. 

There should be some proactive work in developing labor-force orientation 

for expatriates, including material about cost of housing, information for 

spouses/partners and so on.   I had a very rough experience on returning 

here, feeling much like a migrant than a returning Australian.  I was 

tempted to leave the country.   It can not be assumed that family networks 

or old friendships for people who have been abroad for some time will be 

sufficient to support their informational or other needs.

3) The realisation that many Australians and their families will not return 

here except for holidays but in that case, how can they continue to 

contribute to Australia's social, cultural, and economic capital?  Part of 

the program of research should be to look into how countries with similar 

large diasporas, for example, New Zealand, Israel, Ireland,  and other 

countries in Europe continue to have links with fellow citizens and their 

families across generations.   Australia's geography will continue to mean 

that many people in North America or Europe will not return.

4) Anything which makes it possible for Australians to have dual 

citizenship without impediment should be made possible.

5) Voting rights. Current problems have been noted by the Southern Cross 

Network, and in my opinion, consideration should be given to some form of 

elected representation  (an electorate at large) in the House or Senate. 

Investigations into countries with similar provisions (eg Italy) should be 

made.

Sincerely

Larry Stillman

Larry Stillman

Elwood
