Andrew Ferguson

Mid Levels

Hong Kong

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I am a 40 year old airline pilot and live in Hong Kong with my 32 year old wife and one year old son. We were all born in Australia and are Australian citizens. My wife and I were employed by Ansett for nine years each as a Flight Attendant and Pilot respectively. I left because of the Ansett collapse and I had no desire to work for Virgin Blue which has virtually no safety standards, is a complete PR smokescrean and make half what I was making at Ansett.  Virgin Blue is not an Australian company.  

Hong Kong offered me far better career oportunities than I could ever have hoped for in Australia. Some examples of which are: (1) I am earning more than twice my previous salary. (2) I am paying 15% tax. (3) My wife doesen't need to work any more. (4) My company provide me with a house purchase scheme which allows me to buy a house in Hong Kong and own it in eight years. (5) On top of my salary package my company give me nearly $20,000au per anum to spend on hollidays etc. (6) My career prospects are excellent with my present employer. (7) A lot of my former colleagues and their famillies are also in Hong Kong. (8) We are able to afford a live in domestic helper. (9) My company will pay for my childs entire education at the best private schools in Australia or Hong Kong. (10) My company provide my familly with full private health care. I am extremely dissapointed at the way the federal government handled the Ansett collapse amongst many other things. Most of my anger is directed towards John Howard and particularly John Anderson. The only reason Anderson is deputy PM is as a result of a deal done with the Liberals and not based on his ability or performance and this is clearly evident. 

The man is an embarrassment.

I loved my country dearly once but politicians such as those mentioned have kept pushing me and many others away. 

At present I shall be able to retire comfortably in ten years. Something I could never have dreamed of in Australia when I was being bled dry each month paying 50% income tax. 

In Australia all I  ever experienced in my life was a reduction in my standard of living with increased taxes and expenses. I am sick to death of you politicians and your incompetence and lies. For example Howard and his backflip on the GST then never recieving the promised tax cuts. The final insult is that I have just been robbed by the Ansett administrators. I was owed $23,000 and have recieved $2000! This was all accompanied by a letter that no one can understand. These two criminals are robbing the former Ansett workers of their legal entitlements and getting away with it. What are my elected gonernment doing about it? As usual nothing. I loved my country but not the people who run it and make the decisions. 

I have no intention of ever living in Australia ever again and most of my colleagues feel the same. You politicians have driven some highly skilled people out of a country they loved. You should all be ashamed of yourselves. Your senate enquiry is to late and a waste of time. If any of you want to talk to me about the above please give me a call at the above number.  I wont be holding my breath.

