Sent: Tuesday, 18 November 2003 8:12 PM

To: Legal and Constitutional, Committee (SEN)

Subject: Submission to Australian Expatriates Inquiry

Kim Stockham

Cardiff, NSW

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates. Comments follow and are drawn from persona; experience of living in Singapore for the past 5 years...

(b) factors driving more Australians to live overseas;

* work 

* salary

* child care (affordable live in maid - good for women who woirk/single parents as provides better standard of living for child than full day child care -and is affordable.

(c) the costs, benefits and opportunities presented by the phenomenon;

* cost effective and better child care for working mothers

* low tax

* better work progression opporutities (less "old school" connections at play - people move jobs allowing opporutnities.

* lots more travel ops

(d) the needs and concerns of overseas Australians;

* how to afford property in Australia. Seems unfair that proerty is being bought by overseas intersts. Australians can;t afford to live in their own sities any more - even when on high salary.

* concern that business news and image of government of Asutralia os often negative in Asian press. 

(e) the measures taken by other comparable countries to respond to the needs of their expatriates; and

* High com hours appauling given that most expats work. More online access sould be available for lodging passports, voting, renewing drievers license, etc etc.

* better bank links needed. A nightmnare trying to get banks to communicate on bsuiness or private banking issues. 

(f) ways in which Australia could better use its expatriates to promote our economic, social and cultural interests. 

* support finalnially and with interesting talent organisations like Australian Chamber of COmmerce Singapore

* Find a way to communicate with us. None that I know of exists for when I return to Australia.
