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                                                                                          7th February 2004
Dear Sir/madam,
 

Re: SUBMISSION TO INQUIRY INTO AUSTRALIAN EXPATRIATES
 

Since my parents Robert and Margaret Papps migrated To Australia from Malta in February 1956, I was born in Sydney, Australia on the 11th January 1962 at Wentworthville Community  Hospital, Wentworthville, NSW.  According to my records this birth was registered  at Paramatta, district of Sydney by a Mr. John Wilford Piggott, Assistant District Registrar.
 

In November 1966 when I was about 4 years old, my parents moved back to Malta. However I still enjoyed dual citizenship as I was Australian by birth under Australian law and Maltese by descent under Maltese Law.
 

Unfortunately when I was 16 years old I was required to take the painful decision of choosing  between Maltese and Australian Citizenship as Maltese Law in those days did not allow dual citizenship. Due to the fact that the family was in Malta,  I was still studying and trying to find a job with access to social security benefits, subsidised loans and job benefits.
 

Therefore I had to regretfully renounce my Australian Citizenship as I had no choice, due to the circumstances at the time.  I was extremely unhappy about forfeiting my Australian citizenship.
 

I feel that Australian citizenship is my birth right as I was born there and maintained close ties with my families and friends over the years.
 

In fact being a travel agent has given me the opportunity to go often to visit friends and family and even managed to forge a business relationship with other agents, thus giving me the opportunity to send Maltese clients visiting their families.
 

I feel that Australian born Maltese are being discriminated against under Australian law, simply because Maltese law at the time required a section 18 renunciation when the citizenship laws of other countries did not.  Many victims of section 17 acquired alternative citizenships before 04th April 2002 as they had to do so at the time for important reasons effecting their life in their country of residence.
 

I feel it is not right to deny those who lost their Australian citizenship under section 18, the same resumption right, when in 2002 the repeal of section 17 signals that Australia now accepts duel citizenship. I feel that the current resumption provision should apply to victims of section 18 such as myself but it should be specified so that former Australians living overseas should not be required to declare that they intend to return to Australia to live there within three years. I feel that it is important that living in Australia should not be one of the tests of worthiness to resume Australian citizenship and we overseas Australians make and can make more valuable contributions in various ways to Australia and the Australians.
 

I am aware that the new Australian law of 01st July 2002 allows people who formally renounced their Australian citizenship in order to retain another could apply to resume Australian citizenship up to the age of 25 years, unfortunately this provision cannot assist me as I was over the age of 25 on July 2002.
 

I have always felt that I am Australian and proud to have links with anything Australian and do not miss the opportunity to promote my birth country.
 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for allowing me to contribute to the work of your committee in this inquiry.
 

Yours faithfully,

 

Edward Charles Papps
Director
E.C. Travel Services Limited - Malta
 

