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Message:

To: The Committee Secretary
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Canberra ACT 2600
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Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

There are many factors which result in Australians becoming expats. I had no intention of becoming an expat - but did as so many others and travelled to Europe fopr backpacking and a bit of additional work experience.

The opportunities that existed re career enhancement just due to the size of the market, the salary comparsion in addition to the benefits of immense, cheap travel encouraged me to stay longer than i had intended. Once i had established a strong career path and achieved a certain level of income and met and married a EU citizen as if often the case i have considered coming home.

But on a recent visit home i was dissapointed and perhaps dissallusioned as to the enviroment "back home".  The opportunities just don't exist for me to utilise and be rewarded justly for the skills i have. Our market is just too small. On top of that there is the laborious, insulting and expensive paperwork that needs to be completed to allow my husband ( a highly skilled MBA form the USA, double degree holder from Germany) to be allowed to migrate with me.  In many ways it is almost like the Govt is excluding me from easily coming home.

However Australians abroad are fiercly loyal and proud to be Australian. Not are we only examples of how successful Australia is, but in most cases at some point we all want to come home. I don't want to be excluded from having a say in how my country is run - I don't want other Australians who were forced to give up their citizenship refused to become citizens again - Australia needs to recognize that those of us abroad are proud to be Australian and want to be treated as any other Australian!!!!!!

