Adele Major

Amsterdam

The Netherlands

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

Firstly, thank you for considering the needs of Australians overseas.

I left Australia mainly for career opportunities.  Despite finishing university I could not find a job in my industry (multimedia). Additionally, low level jobs were demanding extremely high qualifications for not much pay.  So, partly for this reason and partly from a sense of adventure, I headed to The Netherlands.  I honestly think young Australians grow up with the impression that everywhere else (England, Europe, America) is so much better than Australia.  This is not true at all - but the career issue can push young educated Australians away, usually for longer than they intended!

The quality of advice available to me on what moving to The Netherlands entailed was, I found, quite false when I arrived in Holland.  I found it extremely difficult even though I had a working holiday visa to convince the authorities here that it was legitimate, but that was not the Australian government's fault.  I must say that the Australian embassy here in The Netherlands is excellent and very supportive and has been from Day 1.  

I miss Australia very much and feel like a foreigner here.  Most expats here do, no matter how long they have stayed here.  However, because I am now in a relationship with a Scotsman, it is impossible at this point to return home: the current visa only allows for couples who have been living together and at this point we haven't, so I feel quite trapped in Holland and am instead considering the UK as a substitute home.

I have gained a European passport since I was here but that was through inheritance rather than because I have been here for any length of time.  I only decided to go ahead with this because I am now allowed to hold two passports with the repeal of Section 17 of the Australian Citizenship Act. I would never give up my Australian passport.  Dual citizenship is a blessing although I have to admit that my loyalty is entirely to Australia and I think I will eventually return home.

I find it is very hard to live here as an Australian.  The culture is entirely different - I find it cold, impersonable, and unwelcoming of foreigners.  

Until I got my European passport I faced a constant battle with authority and red tape, having to report to the "Foreign Police" every year and even being threatened with deportation at one point.  Even when I first arrived, in possession of a valid visa, I had to return to the Foreign Police a total of seven times before I had convinced them I was legal.  

I am not allowed to drive here, which infuriates me since people from the UK are allowed to (as well as Australians who have come here on the 30% tax ruling, a ruling which gives them 30% of their income tax free), and I feel I am generally treated as as second-class citizen.  It's very lonely and expensive to be a foreigner here: "foreign" food costs more, as does anything in English (newspapers, books etc).

I don't know how the Australian government could possibly make any of this easier (apart from the driver's license and red tape issues).  I do think its a shame though that it is so difficult for me to return home.  I guess a closer association with the EU or at least UK to make the lives of working overseas Australians a bit easier would help.

I also think it’s a shame that a lot of educated Australians still have to come overseas to get their careers started.  Maybe there should be more programs in place to examine career opportunities in Australia and to help reintegrate returning Australians, to help attract them back.

On the other hand I think overseas Australians are an important asset for Australia: there are Australians in every industry from the head of JP Morgan Chase bank in New York to the guy who does the fireworks every New Years in Times Square.  I think that their example should be promoted more.  But also it should be encouraged to then bring that knowledge, industry and prominence back home.

Thanks, hope that helps a bit!

Adele
