From: Damien Giurco

East Geelong VIC

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

My name is Damien Giurco and I am an Australian Citizen residing in Australia. My perspective relates to point (e) in the terms of reference, namely, what other countries do to support emigrants and their descendants, in particular Italy.

My father and grandparents came to Australia from Trieste, Italy along with approximately 30,000 others in the 1950s and 1960s. These people came from the far north eastern region of Italy now called Friuli Venezia-Giulia as well as parts of Istria and Dalmatia, which after World War II became the territory of Yugoslavia, and which now forms part of Slovenia and Croatia. Apart from those who came to Australia, many others left this region at this time for North and South America.

The region of Friuli Venezia-Giulia supports an active program of maintaining contact with not only expatriates, but also children and grandchildren of those who originally emigrated. Through a network of local associations across the globe (see http://www.giulianimondots.it/), there are many programs aimed at strengthening cultural and business links with the homeland and its former residents and their families abroad. I will describe two programs in which I have participated to this end.

The first program is a brief 'stage' of two weeks' duration where descendants of emigrants – perhaps a group of 10-15 from all over the world – are fully funded or heavily subsidised by the regional government to come to Trieste. Here, the program is structured to learn about the history of the region, its culture and to visit local businesses and institutions to catalyse synergies between the two countries. The age of the participants is generally from 18-35. 

The second program, Corso Origini, is directly focussed on business opportunities. This program takes students from 18-35 with a university degree and an interest in developing closer business links between Friuli-Venezia Giulia and Australia (or the other country from which participants are drawn). It begins with 2 months of intensive business study at the MIB School of Management in Trieste (www.mib.edu) and is followed by a 2 month industry placement with a local firm to develop a business plan for new opportunities between the two countries. Some participants from our course continued working for the local Italian firm as their agent upon returning to Australia, while in other cases the course laid the foundation for future collaborations. The program is fully funded by the Regional Government of Friuli Venezia- Giulia and the Federal Department of Foreign Trade in Italy.

I found attending both programs extremely rewarding at a personal and professional level. It was a privilege to visit first hand the home town of my father and grandparents and experience its history and culture. It's great that the Italian government views its overseas citizens and their descendants positively and wishes to maintain a meaningful relationship with them - and follows through by supporting practical programs which foster closer business and cultural links.

I encourage the Australian Government to develop programs which will harness the expertise and goodwill of its expatriates around the world for Australia's future benefit.

Yours faithfully,

Damien Giurco

