Holly Lyons

East Sussex

United Kingdom

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I moved to England in March 1999. I am a television script writer. Before I left Australia, I worked for Home and Away as a freelance writer, and also for Southern Star's program, "Water Rats" as a Trainee Script Editor. When I was unfairly demoted at "Water Rats", I decided to try my luck in the UK. Since I arrived I've had a successful career as both a script editor and a script writer. I found in the UK Television industry, people are employed on merit. Talented people get promoted. In Australia, the television industry is agist. As a twenty two year old woman, it was impossible to get work heading a script department. However, in the UK, it took only four months for me to get a job as sole script editor on Emmerdale, UK's third top rating drama. Currently I am a freelance writer. This tax year I'll earn around £65000. I graduated from Charles Sturt University in 1996. My friends who still live in Sydney and work as writers in the television industry have terrbile stories about how they've been treated. I feel the Australian Writers Guild is appalling. One friend was recently sacked from Channel 7 because her boss "felt like a change" she was given no warning. Another friend was told not to wear trainers to work. This kind of thing would never happen in the UK television industry, if it did it would be considered outrageous and the Writer's Guild would take action. Two months ago I recently had my own show commissioned. I am 28 years old, and feel this is quite an achievement. The commission is for 13 episodes of a half hour drama. I don't think if I was living in Australia this would have happened to me. It seems to me you have to be over 35 for anyone in the Australian tv industry to take you seriously, or a bloke. Also, it helps that the UK make a lot more domestic drama than Australia, and also have many more channels on sattelite television. I love Sydney and come home at least once, if not twice a year to see my family, eat some thai food and enjoy the sunshine. However, the prospect of having a satisfying career in television in Australia seems very remote. Also the shoe shopping is awful!

Best wishes

Holly Lyons
