To whom it may concern:

I welcome the opportunity to comment on expatriate Australians. I am a PhD qualified radio communications and navigation engineer with 25 years of experience. I left Australia for the USA permanently in October 2003. I took with me my wife and two children (9 and 6).

Why leave Australia?

· The relentless destruction of the natural Australian environment.

· The relentless privatisation of publicly-owned assets.

· Where is the promise of the clever country?

· Australia is a user of technology not a developer.

· The sad realisation that Australia is no longer the egalitarian place I considered it to be.

· The general feeling that we were no longer able to get ahead.

· Benefits to affluent immigrants.

· The relentless erosion of the values that made me feel a part of my community.

· Graffiti everywhere.

I will address each of these points now:

1. It is not hard for me to recall the places I spent in my childhood and in my teenage and young adult years. I am only 43 years old and it was not all that long ago that these places existed. Sadly, I watched the places that were both special and personal to me disappear. It is not necessary to elaborate but the destruction of Dux Creek on Bribie Island and the relentless, development of Caboolture Shire without concern for the environment has left me, as much as the landscape, devastated.

2. You are best able to conclude whether outsourcing of Government functions has been successful. By success you may wish to consider not only the economic metrics but also the impact on the community and the total benefit delivered to the Australian public (remembering that they were already common shareholders) by the privatisation of publicly owned assets. I can only provide my comments as personal opinion. I believe that certain functions should have remained solely publicly controlled, these include the Commonwealth Bank and Telstra. I am dismayed at the political influence in CASA and Airservices Australia operations.

3. Australia is now (and maybe it always was) nothing more than a farm, a mine, and a small trading outpost. It will forever remain so when its leadership suffers cultural cringe. By way of example I ask three simple questions. Why was the construction of the FEDSAT satellite bus not given to Australian interests? What was the result of giving it to a UK company? How do you think these types of decisions affect future technology employment and growth? This is one example of millions of tax-payer dollars lost, there would, of course, thousands of others. It makes me weep, how do you feel about it?

4. I cannot see Australia being a technology innovator or developer, given the present focus on a commodity based economy. I do not work in a mine or work on a farm or build homes. Therefore I have limited opportunity in Australia and have gone elsewhere.

5. Australia a land of the fair go? It is no longer apparent to me. Politicians are increasing from privileged backgrounds. They remain in power too long. Corruption is inevitable. I trust none. Where are the statesmen?

6. Tax, Excise, Levy, GST, call it what you want. Australian Government at every level has discovered AND USED every means to extract hard earned dollars from hard working folk, while at the same time, reducing services to citizens. When the tradesmen are driving $100k four-wheel-drives and the top engineers are driving Camrys, there is something wrong.

7. I understand that well-off new immigrants are eligible for $7000 first home buyer grants? How do you think I feel about having my tax dollars given to them whilst less well-off people, born in Australia, struggle to get a home?

8. I don’t know if it is unique to Australia but maybe community populations have grown TOO quickly. That is my experience. Explosive growth yet a lack of community infrastructure planning. What exactly DO councils DO with all that rate income?

9. I now live in Tampa Bay Florida, an MSA of over 3 million people. I have not seen ONE piece of graffiti. It was everywhere in Australia. How do you feel when you see this visible destruction of public and private property? Now you know how I feel. It would appear that nobody cares. This seems to me to sum up the new Australia.

I have no intention of returning to Australia. I challenge you to make an inquiry and deliver a report that may change my mind.

