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January 26th, 2004
Re – Australian Citizenship

Dear Sir/Madam,

I was born at King George V Memorial Hospital for Mothers and Babies in Camperdown on December 5th 1969.  My parents migrated to Australia from Malta earlier that year after they were married.

They were compelled to leave and come back to Malta after my father inherited his father’s job as a port worker in Malta

At the age of 18, I applied for a job with the Maltese Government as a kindergarten assistant.  Against my will, I had to give up my Australian citizenship upon application if I was to accept my appointment, when I got the job. I have always resented the fact that I had to sacrifice my Australian citizenship but at the time I was left with no choice.

Although I left Australia at a very young age, I always say that I am Australian born and am very proud of the fact, even if at the moment I do not have any rights as I am considered a Maltese citizen. I have always hoped to be in a position of reacquiring my Australian Citizenship. The Australian Citizenship Act 1948 contains a provision whereby those who lost their Australian citizenship under the now repealed Section 17 may resume their lost citizenship, as long as they are able to state an intention to return to Australia to live within three years.  

Now 15 years later I am still hoping to have a double citizenship.  I am still working with the government as a kindergarten assistant.  I am also the author of 23 children’s books in Maltese and I have several others ready for publication. Some of my books are used as readers in several schools in Malta. Me and my partner run a Publishing business and employ several popular Authors on the local scene. My partners’ interest is history, and together with his colleague (The retired Editor of Malta’s leading English newspaper The Times) he is compiling an extensively researched book about Malta’s role during the Second World War (The publication will run into four volumes, two of which have already been published and sold out). He also works for the Government’s Environment Department and is assigned to a non-governmental organization (Nature Trust - Malta) where he co-ordinates school environmental projects. He previously managed a Nature Reserve for seven years and is also author of a local best selling book about gardening. We have a 4 year old daughter, Rebecca Ann.

I have cousins, aunts and uncles living in Australia some of whom have been living there for over 30 years.
I feel it is unfair to deny those who lost their Australian citizenship under Section 18 the same resumption right, when the 2002 repeal of Section 17 signals that Australia as a country now accepts dual citizenship as sound policy for the 21st century.

Not only should the current resumption provision apply to Section 18 victims such as myself, but it should be broadened so that former Australians overseas are not required to make a declaration that they intend to return to Australia to live within three years.  It is submitted that living in Australia should not be one of the tests of worthiness to resume Australian citizenship
Many Section 17 victims like myself acquired other citizenships before April 4th 2002 because they felt compelled to do so at the time for financial or practical reasons affecting life in their country of residence.  Australian-born Maltese are being discriminated against under Australian law simply because Maltese law at the time required a Section 18 renunciation when the citizenship laws of other countries did not.

I note that Australian law changed with effect from July 1st 2002 to allow people who renounced their Australian citizenship in order to retain another citizenship to apply to resume their Australian citizenship up to the age of 25 years.  However, this provision does not assist me, because I was over the age of 25 on July 1st 2002.

Regardless of the fact that I am not formally an Australian citizen, I consider myself to be an integral part of Australia’s now significant Diaspora.

Many thanks for the opportunity to contribute to the work of your Committee in this Inquiry.

Yours faithfully,
Natalie Ann Portelli
