Sent: Friday, 14 November 2003 11:52 PM

To: Legal and Constitutional, Committee (SEN)

Subject: Submission to Australian Expatriates Inquiry

Heidi Rybak

New York USA

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

The smarter Australians are fleeing the country in search of better employment opportunities that they will never receive back home and challenges in their careers.  We are afforded opportunities that would take a lifetime to receive in Australia due to the prevalent 'old boys network'.

God forbid a woman would speak her mind.  In America (namely New York) you are encouraged to be your best, constantly challenge your abilities and train others in order to move upward.  This is quite the opposite to what I experienced in Australia in the banking sector.  The men felt threatened, I experienced sexual harrasment (and was advised to shut up or my career would be ruined), and was constantly barated by my last manager who constantly advised me that my MBA was not worth the paper it was written on (MBA from Melbourne Business School, and he was desperately trying to get in to the same institution to get an MBA).

Further, the stronger currency, the opportunities it affords me and the ability to travel the world, are far more appealing.

Will I come back to Australia?  Possibly not.  The only reason to travel to Australia is to see relatives, as friends visit here.  We (my Australian husband and myself) would possibly think of retiring, but we feel New Zealand is more appealing at present.

I also ask that you provide the ability to vote when abroad.  I am an informed and proud Australian, even if choosing to live abroad, but believe I should continue to have the opportunities I have when based at home.  You are penalising us based on nothing concrete and we are beginning to feel almost locked out of the country.  Maybe it would be better to take citizenship here.  Surely there would be more benefits based here.

Sincerely,

Heidi
