Emma Oliver

London 
Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I still call Australia home!

Why do we come overseas? Is it for the weather? You wouldn't think it was for the weather! However after living in Florida for 4 months, I could disagree! And my first summer in London was amazing. I have never had such fun in my life. People come out of their shells. Over the 8 months, in the hibernation period for the poms, are so grumpy and lifeless, once that summer sun hits it's such a happy place, people out and about with a SMILE on there face, which is very rare for them in the winter.

The opportunities that we have are endless. Work wise, the money is so much better than home. You can even organize a job from Australia and have it lined up before you even go if you are worried about not being able to find one. But you can be sure that if you come over here with nothing, easily in a week you will have found some kind of income. 

To travel the world, is everyone's dream, and if you base yourself in London, you have to world at your fingertips. In America you have the whole of that country plus the Caribbean easily accessible. And it's not an unreasonable amount of money that you need. London have flights from £0.50 sometimes even £0.01 all you have to pay is the taxes which work out to be about £15 all up. To get away for the weekend, can't ask much more than that. It's just a quick search on the net and you can find millions of deals. During the summer people group together and by a van, and they share the costs for 3 months travel on the road. Called the VAN TOUR, its so big now, thousands of people meet up and the vans follow each other around Europe. It starts in Spain, with the running of the bulls, and goes all round the coast of Spain and Italy, Greek islands and ends in Germany for the beer fest. It's not an organised thing, but it's a big over here and for 3 months of travelling you spend maybe £2000. 

Travelling and experiencing new things, places and cultures is the best way to meet and make life long friends. Sure when you are growing up you make your friends, but as you get older people do grow apart, and when you start to travel you find that there are some many more different types of people out there! Different attitudes, backgrounds and personalities and you find you have more in common with them. Travellers are all out for the same thing, to enjoy life and get the most out of it. Doing as much as you possibly can in what time you have with the money you have. I guarantee you that everyone has gone through the stage of having nothing left than a few pennies to their name and yet still manage to get by and work there way up.

The nightlife and social culture overseas had a very different atmosphere to home as well. So many different varieties of music and clubs/pubs/bars. Sure you do the same things as you do back home, but it's definitely not the same!

I love travelling and have set myself up in London for a while. I will not leave here until I have enough money to go home and put a deposit on a house. You need a couple of years to party and travel, get it out of my system and then a couple of years to save like hell! 

So the short answer, why do we go overseas? For money and travel. I miss Australia a lot, but whilst I'm young and lively and money hungry, I use other countries for their resources so I can set myself up to go home happily and content, and so when I'lder and retiring I can travel Australia in a caravan and know that we live in one of the best countries in the world!

