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Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I have been living in Canada for 14 years now, however I began to work and travel abroad 20 years ago. In the fine Aussie tradation of ' going walk about' I joined a traveling theatre company in Sydney and began to see this great country I called home. After 18 mnths of travel in Australia, I ventured to New Zealand for a 18 mnths, coming home every 6 mnths to visit my folks. Once, New Zealand was explored, I moved further north...and ending up in the United States, then parts of Europe, then Canada. I have returned home to Australia 3 times in the last 14 years and I consider my self a bi nationalist. I am Australian / Canadian.

Growing up in Brisbane the surrounding area, as far down as northern NSW, I was used to movement as a child. In fact, one of my parents is Australian by birth the other is English by birth raised in Melbourne. 

It seemed natural to me to leave Australia to explore the world and my original intent was to return home to Australia after living in the USA for a time.

Yet, as a result of my travels I met a young lady and we married. She was Canadian & for personal reasons, we decided to settle in her home town for a while.

After our divorce 4 years later, I decided to stay in Canada to be with my daughter, as opposed to returning home. Although I would have had a better job waiting for me in Australia, I stayed for family reasons. Now I am remarried, a successful business owner as well as a leader in my industry, I am very involved politcally and socially here, all lessons I learnt growing up at home. I am an active member of a social group, called the 'Down Under Club' made of ex pat Aussies and Kiwi's- living, working and studying here and we number about 200. 

We also work as contact points for Aussie's travelling thru and via friends or family, I personally in contact with at least a dozen wandering Aussies every year. We help them out, take them for a beer, show them the good places and generally give them a familar port in their travels.

One of the consisten themes I encountered when traveling and even here at home in Canada, is that Aussies are loved the world over. And many nationalities marvel at the extent to which we travel. Esp our younger people. This is a huge benefit in a global community. As understanding of local cultures, experiences with customs, practises and simply the way things are done in other countries, will make these people invaluble when they return to Australia. If they return! One of the things the best things that has happened in the last few years for me and my sense of still belonging to Australia has been the recognition of my existance by the Australian Government. The exisistance of the the hundreds of thousands of us, who are now living and working outside of your shores, but still call Australia home. We are a sea of talent, opportunity and expertise that needs to recognized, honored, appreciated and respected. If we are, then I know that many, like myself will begin to think of ways we can benefit our communities back in Australia.

As a result of the work that was done by groups like the ' Down Under Club', the Southern Cross Group, my external identity as Australian is encouraged & affirmed. To be honest, I felt totally ignored and discounted as an Australian citizen the moment I left the country. Even while living in New Zealand I found it almost impossible to vote - and it took me a great deal of time and resources to get that vote in. I got the distinct message from the Australian govt that they were only concerned about those who lived on their shores. Once in the USA, it was impossible to vote, to stay connected and so I divorced myself from that process. As did the other 30 Australians that I knew of in Los Angeles.

With the global community fully coming into its own, with the internet and the support of other Expat groups that has changed. I  now dream of returning to Australia to live once again but have serious concerns over the possibility of that. 

When I settled in Canada, I found it very hard to have my work & education credientials honored or even looked at. Honestly, in 1990..who was going to call Australia for a job reference? Hard work, determination, a fair amount of guts and a good sprinkling of Aussie charm, landed me my first Canadian job...8 mnths after I began looking! 14 years later, I have a business, earned a great deal of respect and seen as a leader in my industry, not only in my in my city but my province as well. Over the years, I have won serveral awards, including Entreprenuer of the Year Australasia.

Would those achievments be recognized? How quickly could I rebuild in Australia and what of the tall poppy syndrome. While back last summer in Australia, I was goaded several ( in that good natured but sublte Aussie way..) on becoming ' north american'. 

While I am successful, I am not on the cover of any magazines, yet it is enough to make others back in Australia uncomfortable. Some viewed me with suspision...assuming that I had to have cheated on my taxes, taken bribes or any of the obvious 'sins' of the successful that the tall poppy syndrome perpetuates.

I found that the perspective of my spouse and I on cultural or social issues, out of step with the rest of mainstream Austrailian society and the government at the time. The issue of the refugee camps, shocked & stunned me. It is inhumane. Yet, many saw it as necessary evil...some wanted even more. I even heard people talking about reclaiming the 'white australia policy from the 1940's & 50's' The scandal of renaming 'niggga stadium' was a huge BBQ topic- and we were stunned at how many good people, were upset by the concept that 'nigga' was offensive. We saw "Jap motor parts sold here" signs referring to Japenese vechiles. None of these things would have happend in Canada. We are progressive nation in the realm of human rights and of that I am proud. Australia needs to pull up its national shoe laces, if it hopes to attract the best and the brightest back to its shores. Great climate is no longer enough.

Another pressing issue for our family is the legal status of gays & lesbians in Australia. My husband and I would need to see a lot more done to give us the same rights as we have in Canada. How can we move to a country that denies us our basis human rights? That would deny us our marriage, the right to access in a medical emergancy and equal access health care? These are issues that, as a government you must become aware of. Perhaps you do not realise just how much of what you do, is seen around the world. Just how much, those actions influence the decisions of people when traveling and relocating. I know of at least 5 people who cancelled trips to go to Australia over the last few years due to internal policy decisions. One lesbian couple had the choice of returning to Sydney ( the home of one of the couple ) or moving to Belgium, a country that neither of them had a connection too. They chose Belgium. They were acknowledged as equals there, while they felt that back in Australia they would not be.

Those decisions are yours to make as a government but as you explore the issues of the dispasora..you must realise that these decisions, can and have prevented tourists from visiting and Expats from returning. The global community of the Western world is becoming less fundamentalist, the countries that are growing, thriving - do so because they are liberal and attract those with chaning, wider world views.

One of the things my business partner and I are considering - and have began to explore with some of my siblings back home, two of whom run very successful businesss down there - is ways to bring the North American expertise to Australian business and entreprenuers.

Having stating my concerns, I still love Australia and in my heart it is my home. I am the youngest of 8 sibling, all of whom live in Australia. It heartens me to now end, to see Australia move forward and to explore its place in the world and how it can best include its sons and daughters, living off shore.

Thank you for this opportunity and I hope that my two cents worth, will help you in your decisions as you go forth.

Sincerely,

Brad Tyler-West

