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Submission to Inquiry into Australian Expatriates

Dear Sir/Madam,

Background

My name is Jeff Porter, I am an Australian Citizen, currently living in Maryland, USA and working in Washington, DC. 

I am married to an American citizen who works for the U.S. Department of State - Foreign Service, her position requires us to relocate in accordance with her diplomatic orders every few years.

I proudly retain my Australian Citizenship and welcomed the repeal of Section 17 of the Australian Citizenship Act 1948 during the process of my application for U.S. (dual) Citizenship.

My connections to Australia are maintained through family and business relationships.

I would like to address the following items in the Inquiries Terms of Reference:
(d) the needs and concerns of overseas Australians;


(f) ways in which Australia could better use its expatriates to promote our economic, social and cultural interests.
Needs and concerns
As Australians living abroad, we are generally proud of our heritage, but feel not only physically isolated, but also socially, culturally and legally removed from the workings of the country. 

Disparate social and business networks, often attached to diplomatic missions, provide respite and comfort for Australians yet a cohesive framework to bind the off shore population is lacking.

Some form of legal entity is required to represent the diverse needs and concerns of Australians that still call Australia home, yet choose for professional or personal reasons to live overseas.

Better use of the expatriate community

By aligning the off shore population under one entity, Economic Development initiatives can be established to support the existing efforts of Austrade and DFAT. These initiatives would focus on the collective human capital that is latent in the overseas population utilizing its diverse talents and networks for the benefit of Australian companies and individuals.

I applaud the Victorian Governments initiative in establishing the Victorian Expatriate Network in an attempt to keep in touch with Victorians overseas. I am currently encouraging the ACT Government to establish a similar program.

Quantifying, qualifying and communicating with the expatriate community will, I believe establish productive networks to assist Australians overseas, as well as those intending to go off shore and those returning to the country.

Part of my business ethos is to constantly promote Australian companies, technologies and capabilities. Because we relocate to a new country every few years I need to establish future opportunities for myself globally. If Australia can manage to collectively engender this type of mind-set into the expatriate community, it can effectively generate endless opportunities for Australian exporters, while inherently promoting the business and lifestyle benefits of Australia as a place to live and work.

An economic development body needs to be established that embraces the diversity of the Australian expatriate community and provides a mechanism to promote Australia and it’s Industry Capabilities.

The Third Territory

Many ex-pat’ Australians have some form of home base in Australia yet, for purposes of residence this is overlooked. With a total offshore population of around one million people, the collective ex-pat’ community is comparable to Tasmania, Australian Capital Territory and Northern Territory combined.

This group imposes little or no burden on the country, yet by its very existence in all regions of the world, provides significant potential benefit in terms of promoting Australian interests and providing access to diverse networks and knowledge bases.

I advocate that Australian Citizens residing off shore be considered residents of an Australian Global Territory (AGT), with similar citizen rights and obligations as those Australians living at home. This third Territory of the Commonwealth of Australia should address the unique needs of its residents, while providing a vehicle to collectively add value to the country, using the resources of its constituents. 

The AGT Government would be established as a representative voice for expatriate Australians to address the diverse issues of living in this Diaspora.     

_____
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