
To: The Committee Secretary
Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Australia

Dear Sir/Madam:

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.  There was so much to read, but I'm hopeful that the following captures the essence of what you're seeking.

Reason for moving overseas:  Father was in Australian government service.

Reason for staying overseas:  Was educated overseas, established a business and family in the US.

Countries in which I've lived:  Greece, Switzerland, USA.

How long:  Almost 40 years.  However, we have made frequent trips to Australia.

Reason for staying overseas:  Established in the US. 

Citizenship:  I consider myself Australian but became a US citizen reluctantly and recently.  When my teenage son was born in the US I made sure he also had an Australian passport.  I found that when I became a US citizen his rights to Australian citizenship were forfeited.  Very sad.  I became US citizen for financial and tax reasons as I grew older.

What I do for Australia:  (i) As a volunteer:  Speeches at schools and community groups about Australia.  Speeches to students preparing to come to Australia for school visits/university.  Serious collector of Australian art.   (ii) In business world:   Member of Society of International Business Fellows (one of only two Australians).

What would make my life as an Australian overseas easier:  Dual citizenship without having to jump through hoops to negotiate paperwork jungle of bureaucrats, stamps and the need to hire someone in Australia to help to run around and get "originals", certificates and stamps.

Atlanta has an active Australian community - David Crook is presently our consul general.  There is a social organization as well as an US-NZ-Australia chamber of commerce.  There is a great deal of communication by email and in meetings and get-togethers.

Name:  Heather S. Fenton
Atlanta, Georgia USA
 

Hope this is helpful.



Heather S. Fenton 
