Sent: Saturday, 15 November 2003 12:56 AM

To: Legal and Constitutional, Committee (SEN)

Subject: Being an Expat

I am a Citizen and ex-Melburnian. I have lived in the USA since November the 30th 1975, when I left Melbourne to come to the USA to study, and marry, at the age of 21. I am still here, with a wife and children, and a privately owned business that we own and operate. I have maintained long and close ties to home, including regular visits, a long membership in the MCC, membership in and insane support for the Carlton Football Club, and an abiding passion for cricket and all things Australian. 

Americans I know would say that I am an Aussie. I speak as I did in 1975, not pretending to be anything I'm not. So why am I still in the USA and not a USA citizen? Partly because I think that the governments of Australia--plural--are rapacious socialists. The Liberals are almost worse than Labour in that the Liberals are traitors. Labour is a bunch of consistently inept, greedy, corrupt bastards whereas the Libs in coalition say one thing and do another--and get away with it. We have reasonable taxation here, reasonable expenses and reasonable laws dealing with emplyer-employee relations. In Australia that is not the case. If Australia wants mwe to come home and bring 7 figures with me, and a family, then repeal the disgraceful and corrupt tax-on-a-tax on wine, lower the income tax rates to near-zero and make the GST what it bloody well ought to be. THEN you might get me. Secondly, enact a Bill of rights and create the equivalent of a First Amendment and personal rights. The current situation of anonymous snooping via cameras and speed-cameras is a gross invasion of privacy for the sole reason of raising money. Safety my arse. You build safe roads, make them wide, make them smoothe and then put cameras up all over--and lie about why they are there. No person's prosecution under such Nazi tactics ought to stand. Where the hell is the Bench when you need them? Bracks refusing to allow the civil servants(sic) to fully testify to Parliament? Another Labour fascist, and hell, he's my cousin! What is going on in OZ????

That's it. Since none of this will happen, I'll renew my mortgage and stay I think. I'd wager that several hundred thousand entrepreneurs are in the kangaroo diaspora, where we'll stay until and unless you make the changes that create a safe and civil environment, versus investing in, among other stupidities, Richard Upgrade Prima Donna Me! Me! Me! Butler in Government House. Puh-leez.

Bye.

Geoffrey Batrouney

New Rochelle, NY 

