Rhonda Kelly

London

Message:

To: The Committee Secretary

Senate Legal and Constitutional References Committee 

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Australia

Dear Sir/Madam,

This submission is in response to the invitation for public comment as part of the Committee's Inquiry into Australian Expatriates.

I have been living in England since August 2001, both in Cambridgeshire and in London. I am an Australian citizen (from Melbourne) currently residing in England. Originally I did not think I would stay for as long as I have but the longer I am here, the more difficult it is to return home. It has only been recently that I have been 'homesick' and intend to return home for the first time, for Christmas and my 30th birthday, in December 2004. I am a science graduate and have been working steadily since my arrival, in the medical profession. I found Cambridgeshire very insular and was eager to leave. I am much happier in London, given the stronger Australian community, free TNT magazines, access to public transport and cosmopoliton way of life. I work with a fantastic team, and am living and working in central London. My accomodation is heavily subsidised by my employer. I have also enjoyed the geographical location, allowing travel aroud Europe. I believe that the cost and convenience of travel is much easier than in Australia - having come from a big family and having seen a fair bit of Australia. Having lived here and travelled around Europe (both personal and work related), I can appreciate the quality of life in Australia (ie. more space, gps that practice preventitive medicine and more affordable housing). I feel that certain parts of Australia are trying too hard to make other cultures feel welcome, whilst forgetting Australia's heritage and culture. I understand that this was demonstrated recently in Melbourne, by avoidance of the use of 'Merry Christmas', so as not to offend ethnic groups. I think this is stupid and all should be tolerated, as it is in London. I still vote whilst in London and try to buy Australian made where possible. I miss driving but find it too expensive to own a care here. It is my hope that I find a suitable job back home, that recognises my skills, knowledge and experience and encourages professional development. I would also like to buy my own home, depending on where I find employment.

