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Re: Submission to the Inguiry into Australian Ciﬁzén}ship Amendment
{Clitizenship Testing) BRI 2007

Thank you for inviting submigsions to thiz inguiry. The Viclerian Governmerit
submitted its views on the proposed introduction of a formal citizenship test o the
Commignwealih Government in Qctober last vear, in fesponse to the discussion
paper Austrafian Citizenship: Much More Than A Geremony. | attach that garlisr
submisgion for your information and e:onszderatmh

The Victorian Government's position on the proposed amendments to the Augiralian
CiffZéﬁhf?lp Act 2007 in the Australian Citizenship. Ameﬁdment (Cittzeﬂshsp Testmg} g
i 2007 (“the BUI") s as follows: _

5. Vsctona dees nat suppaﬁ the nt'reduatsen of 2 mttzéns"hip test as si f’iSkS :

of \ruinerab & mlgrant gmups suc?: as refugeea and humamtargan entran_ts

= Ausiralia is well recognised as & highly harmonious and safe multicultural
nation. This is underpinned by a successful history of magra‘ﬂon Migranits -
including those with limited English skills - have historically and consistently
demonstrated their cﬂmml’cment to Australia by the valuable contribution they
have mate here. '

w  Vigtoria is one of &ustf‘aiias mast auiturazzy dmerse state& wzth \fmmnans
coming from more. than' :
Grne in four Victorians -were bom overseas.. Yet as &xpressed ta the
Cemmonwealth Government in-our submission last year, there has been no. -
sirong  community feedback in Victoriz indicati ing the need for a formal
citizeriship test, or for amendments to citizenship arrangements more broadly.

= . No evidsnce has been pi‘omx:ied 1o cleatly &emans%r&te the need for such a ..
test or to demonstrate how such a test will help migrants infegrate and
maxirise the opportunities avaitable to them.




The Victorian Government contends that for the majority of migrants, current
citizenship  arangements, which ensure a basic level of English
comprehension and understanding of the responsibilites and rights of
Australian citizenship as well as a person's commitment to Australia, are
sufficient, S

The Bill introduces an additional eligibility requirement for applicants: that they
have an adeguate knowledge of Australia. While all citizens require
knowladge and understanding of civic institutions and the skills and
willingness to actively participate in sotiety, we sge no reason to extend to
testing this knowledge. _

it should be recognised that Ausiralian migrants arive with varying leveils of
English comprehension and some individuals may heed an extensive amount
of time and assistance in order o reach & basic level of English
somprehension. The introduction of a formal citizenship test to assess English
comprehension could potentially prevent some migrants from non-English
speaking backgrounds from gaining citizenship for years, ¥ ever.

The Victorian Gevernment is of the view that the range of exemptions from
testing being proposed by Minister Kevin Andrews MP, as outlined in his
sacond reading speach, reinforces the argument for why the festing should
not proceead,

Victoria would support strengthening promotion and education of the benefits
and responsibiliies of citizéniship and learming English within existing
arrangements, for example building upon the Adult Migrant English Program
(AMIEP) and civies education in schools. The budgetary resources allcated
for the test could be more effectively utilised to assist migrants to embrace
Australia and maximize the opportunities availablg to them through these
existing channeis. For example, i the overall Commonwsalth funding
dadicated for the citizenship test of $107 million over five years was allocated
praportionately on a per capita basis to Vistoria {that is approximately 25 per
cent), the approximately $5.4 million per annum could fund up to 330.000
hours of additional English language tuition,

i iz difficult 1o comment on the cordent of the test itself, or of the resocurce
book that will prepare applicants for the test, as the test will be approved by a
writlen determination from the Minister and the resource book is currently
being drafted. However, information that has been relgased to the media on
thie content of the test; and the proposals put forward i the Commonwealth
Government's discussion paper last year, indicate that the Kknowledge
raquirements for the test will extend beyond acquiring civics knowledge 1o
requiring migrants to learm about “Australian values” and the “Australian
culiure”. Any application of values beyond civics knowledge is likely to be
fraught with difficulties. We cannot assumes that thers is an agreed,
homogencus understanding of Australian culture and values.



»  There is a risk that the proposed cilizenship changes may lead to the
perception that Australia does nol welcome migrants from non-English
speaking backgrounds and who may not be able to settle as quickly., Such
negative perceptions may be a factor in dissuading some potential migrants
from choosing Augtralia as their preferred magraﬁon destination and decrease
our ability to atiract skitled migrants.

The Victorian Government welcomes. your mcgu:?y into the Bill and the opportunity to
present these points, which saak to. highlight serious policy and mpiementatm
concems and the substantial risks inherent in the proposal. If this Bill is passed it will
aliow for the potential exclusion of valuable members of the Australian community
from gaining the sénse of belonging they deserve. The proposal ullimately risks
harming the model multiculiural society we have built in Austialia.

Yours sincerély

HON 47EVE BRACKS MP
Premier and Ministor for Muiticuitural Affairs





