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Subiest Submission on the Australian Citizenship B# 2005
To the Secretary
On behalf of the Liberian Community of South Australia inc (LICOSA)
- i am very plesse to receive 3 letter regarding the Australian Citizenshin 812005 and

Austratian Citizenship (Transitionals and Consegusntials) Bill 2008, The sending of thig
ietter proves Austradan government commitments lowards more wiltrant, multicyliural
and harmorious soclety. | think the coneerns for amending the BiYl and making some
changes are fundamental for the protection of Australiang, ils cilizenship and furthey
strengthening the security of our great Mulficuliural nation. | believe this value and view
iz sharad by all patriotic Australians. S@r‘m of these changses and amandments w«.:su% =

rnpact sigrificantly to the betterment of the Australian soolety and | balieve it ia vital for

the government and the oppositions to put these in place as soon as poasible,

Having said all the above and | believe my ahove statements are real. | recommuend for
the government 1o have a closa look at the vulngrabilities, dificutties a?:ﬁ pad
sxperiences face by many refugess before arrving in Austrails and gven upon arival in
Australia, | would like to appeal to all the members of pariament (o elther radute the
period of citizenshup or to leave it at the fwo vears period for humaniarian refugees and
farmily reunion entrances in Australia, The reasons to appeal on this specific case are:

Thare is nothing veluable and important for refugees than getting the Ausiralian

citizenship as soon as possibie. Most refugees have been oul of  their own countries of




origin for years with out the hope of returming due to the fear of war, forture, perdecution
maltreatment, violence and Human Rights abuses. These refugees want ta Have a aste
and the favaur of being at home or being weicome as citizen in thelr new.countyy such
as Australia. Through my own porsonsl experlence thers was nothing mors smgu‘%ﬁm
i iy first two Years in Australian than oblaining my cifizenship. Unan ! a"‘m’,ﬁ“ﬁmg vy
cittwensnip | personally feel liberated and weicomead by the Australian society It alse has
mada me think that | have a new counlry of origin whers | can contribute valuably, Bince
my cilizenship ceremony my fesling to love Australia has increase dromatically, | feet
very close internally to the Australian seclety dus to thae generasity of granting me an
Australian citizenship. This view s also shared by ali my community membears ang ofhar

humanitarian entrance in our dally convarsabions,

The second reason i) Nearly all humanitarian entrances or offshora f'emgﬁm i
vearif acﬁ and screamed by other agencies inclugding UNHCR and the Austratian
Emmiggraiifzn Officers before their approver for entrance in Australia. These are peopls

whe just want to get a safe country Lo live with hope and security.

To end my staiement on behalf of the L;%;)é:"'aa?a fate ?”E“i?“"uﬂéf‘y’ af South é‘&.ua;»ﬁ{raé%a Hing any
axignsion in the citizenship period wauld psycholagically and mentally sfiect medibers of
my community and other humanitarian refugess in Australia. As a resull most paople
would lnse the sense of welcoming and belonging In a country describied by many
humanitarian entrances as "small heaven” for refugees in terms of the government

oolicies on such of ssues,

i hope this submission s taken in {0 senous consideration base on humam E&’%‘lm” Qressud

tsrann Jabalsh
Chairman of Liberian Communitly of South Austraiia Inc
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