CLAREMONT

14th March, 2004.
.
Senate Legal and Constitutional Committee,
Room S1.61, Parliament House,
Canberra. ACT. 2600. 

AUSTRALIA. 
To The Senate Committee,
Please receive my supplementary (to number 17)
Submission to the Senate Legal & Constitutional References Committee (2003)

Re: Moving Towards An Australian Republic

Since its federation Australia has developed a basic two-political-party electoral arrangement which has generally served our nation well. 
Now, not confined to political lines, Republicans (= elect Oz HoS) want the country to become a republic and Royalists (= keep Queen) want the monarchy retained.

Each of these minorities is entitled to claim its respective want.  A want that has already split the nation… A want which surely should be an apolitical issue because becoming republic is not simply a political “Us and Them” issue… It’s an enduring circumstance for every Australian regardless of political persuasion. 

Sadly Republicans and Royalists are not expected to liaise to seek agreement and will continue to impose their minority views on our nation whose majority-middle has not been given a choice. ie. A system. eg. Monarchy/Westminster v Republic/What?

Thus to regard becoming republic as not a politically-bipartisan-undertaking any government must be seen as intent on capturing the high ground of governance as its very own political prize… So when Oz becomes republic, as surely it inevitably must, the fair-go-for-all-Australians-choice should be to adopt our current system and replace only the monarchy… Thus to be a republic offering no such political prize.

Canberra’s Con-Con illustrated the chasm existing between the two minorities… Is it beyond expectation that parliament will adopt a bipartisan approach by bypassing extreme Republicans and Royalists and presenting to Australians a Model for a Republic of Australia which offers Australia both what it has… And what it wants? 

For surveys show more than 50% of middle-Australia favours becoming republic. 

My Submission No 17 to the Senate Legal & Constitutional References Committee (2003) is such a model and may be viewed at…
www.users.bigpond.com/republic.australia/  
States Head-of-State Selection (STATES) Republic Model 

“STATES” is Australia’s Current Constitutional Monarchy - In Republic Format 
“STATES” is a model for an Australian republic – NOT a model for a head-of-state

With My Regards,
Yogi B Marriott…                                                                             Yogi.
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