From: Helen Owens [somjust@chariot.net.au]
Sent: Monday, 12 May 2003 2:25 PM
To: Legal and Constitutional, Committee (SEN)
Subject: senate hearing

Dear Louise,
 

Thank you for the letter and Hansard document received 8th May, 1003. 
 

Sr Lowe is not able to be contacted for the next two months. However since she did say she would take Senator Crossing's question on notice I have tried to follow this matter up with the Catholic Education Office in Broome, Western Australia. I spoke to Mr. Jeffrey Mitchell, who worked with St Lowe in establishing levels to monitor student progress at the school in Billiluna. 
 

Mr Mitchell said that he would like to make two points. The first is that the notion national benchmarks in itself needs to be very critically assessed. He says that benchmarks will be different in the remote communities will be different to those in coastal communities and those in urban communities different again. He notes that the question that Senator Crossing put to Sr Lowe is a very important one and one that we would like to commend him for. 
 

Mr. Mitchell noted that this sort of research is required but it would be a fairly lengthy process and one that would need to be done in consultation with the communities themselves. If the senate, as a result of Senator Crossing's question would like to make this a recommendation from this Inquiry then he (and the sisters of Mercy) would be delighted. Mr. Mitchell himself has completed a Masters Research Study on the need for levels to monitor student progress that are culturally appropriate and based on the knowledge from each local area. Mr. Mitchell said that he would be agreeable to talk more with members of the Senate Committee regarding this issue.
 

I am aware that this does not answer Senator Crossing's question directly but trust that this further information will be of assistance.
 

Yours sincerely,
 

Sr Helen Owens RSM
