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Queensland
Government

Premier of Queensland

Please quote: MN11691/SH10/PS

- 2 OCT 2002

Mr Peter Hallahan

Secretary

Legal and Constitutional Committee
Australian Senate

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

S,

Dear MrHallahan

Thank you for your letter of 11 September 2002 conceming the Senate Inquiry into Progress
Towards National Reconciliation.

The Queensland Government is committed to maintaining the momentum for Reconciliation.
In our Reconciliation Action Plan we have consolidated COAG’s three reporting categories,
the Council of Aboriginal Reconciliation’s four national strategies and the Queensland
Government’s Ten Year Partnership’s key outcome for reconciliation into five fundamental
areas of activity:

¢ Equality of opportunity and quality of life;
Economic independence;
New ways of doing business with government;
Maintaining the momentum for reconciliation; and
Leadership.

Initiatives under the Plan include
* acommunication campaign to elevate the status of reconciliation across the State;
* the development of the Premier’s Reconciliation Awards for Business and
Tourism; ,
* a Reconciliation Business Forum to be held in mid-2003, which will facilitate the
implementation of a variety of initiatives involving partnerships; and
* the establishment of an Indigenous leadership program.

Our Government has also funded the secretariat for Reconciliation Queensland Incorporated
for this financial year.

In addition, in the last 12 months, the Queensland Government has taken steps to address
past injustices and practices of previous Governments through compensation for under
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award wages and a reparations offer for wages and savings. The offer includes a written
apology from the government to all living persons who had their wages and savings
controlled and who are eligible to make a claim. It also includes parliamentary
acknowledgment, new government protocols for acknowledgment of traditional owners and
progression of the distribution of remaining monies in the Aborigines Welfare Fund,
currently $8.6 million.

In July 2001, T asked Justice Tony Fitzgerald to examine the extent of social problems in
Cape York and to recommend strategies to support the ongoing development of partnerships
between our Government and Indigenous Communities. I have enclosed for the
consideration of the Senate Committee, a copy of Meeting Challenges, Making Choices, the
response of our Government to the Cape York Justice Study, released in April 2002.

I am sure the Committee will agree this material demonstrates the Queensland Government’s
commitment to go beyond rhetoric and our preparedness to seek new collaborative ways to

do business with Indigenous communities. Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to
this Inquiry.

Yours sincerely

PETER BEATTIE MP
PREMIER AND MINISTER FOR TRADE
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