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Tne Becretary,

Senate Select Committes on the Free Trade A greement
petweern Auptralia and the United Statos of Americs,
Suite S31.30.1.

The Senate,
Parliament House,
ChA NB ¢.T
Pax:
— -
¢« Pagesn.
Desx Sir,

We are totally opposed to the Free Trade A greement between
Australia and the United States velieving it will be of little
oT TO pvenefit to Australia. We aunderstand the Australian
negotiatorse adviged the GCovernment to reiect the USFTA, but
sur politicians were determined it would go ahead and so 1%
became politically sxpedient to do &0,

A8 cattle produceres we believe that what the rural community
needs ia eliminstion of gubsldies, not a free (? trede
agreament .

1. Auetyalians should be extremely concerned if the 7.8. is
happy to ratify thie pgreement sa it would indicate the
grepter benefit ia for the U.5. to the detriment of Mustralis,
which is the case.

2. We are concerned that there 1e an oprortunity for the T.S.
Goverrment and corporations to challenge our lawe oT
policies if they believe theese prevent them from getting
bemefita expected under this agreement. e.g. ¥ust recently
some of our State Goverrnments restricted for a period of

time triale of genetically enginearédiﬁhqy'tha period im
extended, does this mean the U.5. Goverrment and or Monsanto
can challenge um? ‘ﬁﬁ;ﬁ}cularly when we readthe U.S. wes

to take the European,to the WTO to force it to sccept
genetiocally engineered products.

Austreliane want their food products labelled, but it
appears that under thim gagreement, labelling could be

challenged. It seems, therefore, that we could become
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controlled by U.S. laws.

It appears also, that any dieputes panel oan declare the law
should be changed or compensatlon paid and thie dispute may
not come under public scrutiny, nor can it be appesled.

3, On the enforcement of this agreemant U,S5. menufacturers
heve immediete access to Australie. This agreement could
destroy our manufacturing industry. It would appear

that the US estimetes additional exports from them of more
than $2. billion dollara.

We hove a small export car industry o the US, but thie
would be overshadowed by import of cars such as Mercedes
and others, particulerly if 1t wae felt that there could be
a great increase by bullding right hand drive cars.

An bustralisn compeny le denied access of 1its fast ferrier
to the U.S. by the Joneps Act? Will 2 challenge by ue be
sucoessful ?

This agreemeht oPens so wany oppoTtunities for the 7.8. and
go few for Austrelia.  ne US will not be forced to buy fyom
4. Mg cattle producers we are disgusted with regard to the
jncresme of hamburger beef we shall be able to export 1o
the U,5. It is laughable. The quota increase will only
take place when the US beaef exports return to @ cexrtain level
and Bfter this is resched, our exports will be phesed in
over an 18 yasr pericd. Also, a price baped safeguaTd will
be avallable -« little joy here.

Other sgricultural induetries such ae dairy amd lamb will see
s smll increase.

Very few agricultural industries will get any benefit.

5. Despite Mr. Howard's masurances to the cantrary, there
meems to be 1ittle doudbt that our P.B.S. acheme is in danger.
FPollowing the agreement, Australian and U8 working groups and
Administrations will be working to-gether which is J;;tltgre
m~ry be no imméddate change to the prioing, this will mot be
the came in the future as these groups will be acting on

commercial principles. Former members of the Pharmsceutical
Banefits Adivisory Committee and a drug pricing axpert both
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agres the Justralian pricing model will be dbroken.
why are U,5, citizens going to Canada to gat Arugs ?
Becsuse they are g0 much cheaper than in the U.S.
Australiene will not heve this option once our ATugs
increase in price,
6. This Agreement gives US puppliers the right to bid on
Australian Government contracts. To date Australia 1s
not s party to the WIO A greement on Goverrment Procurement.
Phe USPFM will give US suppliers the opportunity to supply
both central and sub—central entities with {texs from paper
to cors apd far, far more. What a disgrace for the
people of Australia.
7. The Austrslisn Querantine Service which has sexrved our
country so well appears to gradually being wvnittled away
@nd will be more so under this agreement. Trade and
Protection of our Australisn agricultural produots should
be seen f&s two entirely different matters. This protection
gives our products the vital "olean, green" image which
makes them so mought afteri
Two committees have Deen established, however both ere
dealing with feoiliteting of trede , but it is scientifio
mattars which mhould be discussed here, not trade.
8. The US hae been given substantial market acceas to our
service regimes such g8 postal deliveried, telecommunicationa,
financianl mservices, 2and most importantly, water end energy.
Water should be sacrosant. The U3 aleo will have the right
to chellenge our enviromnmental lé.we.
9. The US spys the agreement “"contains importand and
unprecedented provipiona to improve morket for US filme and
T.V. programmes over a variety of medis including cable,
. @#atellite and the internet”. This will no doubt bring
about the demime of our industry.

10. Unlike 20 /30 years ngo the FPIRB does very 1ittle to

block investuents. The lifting of investments on established

businesses will novw rise from $50. million to $800 Millien

whilat new businees will now no¥ he revieved. What are we

going to do when wa heve no businesses to mall? Of great
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concern ie= the faot thst Jepan and other countries will
expect similer treatment.

This agreement will see more money going out of
pustralia by wey of dividends, interesi, tronafer pricing,
technical aid fees and management faer.

The smount of investment being made in the 7.8. by
Auptralis is very small by comprrison. to the U3 here.

Both Australia and the U.5. claim thet this agree-
ment iff of the grestest benefit to each of them, but
there is little doubt that the clear wimner in the U.8.
We have read at the present time the U.5. has a trede
surplua with Austrslie of betwsen $9. and $12. billion
dollaTe, Thie will increase grestly under thie
A greement.

Another major concern is the fmet that nearly ogggign
sector can be challenged by the U.S.

Unfortunstely we heve run out of time to comment on
other cleuses which w-e feel will be detrimental to
Austrslia.

We hope you will vote ageinet the introduction of
this A greement .which we feel will be 8 disaster for
our wonderful country. and whicﬂg%%%%r have been
contemplated in the first instance.

Youra faithfully)
L.M. & P.C. WERP

Per: @/\J@@QD/

P. WEBB
(Partner)






