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TRADE AGREZMENT {(USFTA)

I am opposed to the proposed USFTA ass I do not believe Austrslia will
o0btsin the bensfits originally promised. The proposed agreement:

- weakens price controls on medicines by allow ‘ing drug companies
to seek reviews of decisions by the ‘harmasceuticsl Eene its
Advisory Committee,

- sets up a new joint policy committee which gives the U5
goverament & voice in Australian medicines policy bssed on
US trade poliecy, not on the Austrslian policy of asccess to
medicines for all,

- limits Australisn content rules Fforp new Torms of mediz, and
sliows the U3 governnent to challenge these rules ss o barrier
to trade;

- adopts US copyright law, lesdinc to higher costs for librasries,
schuols and universities,

- "binds" or freezes many sress of state and local governnment
regulations 2t existing levels snd limits the sbility of
governments to make new laws snd policies on essentisl services
such as water,

- limits the powers of the Foreign Investment Review Board to
review investment in the nationsal interest, so that 90% of
U3 investment will not be reviewed,

- sets up joint committees based on US trade policy to give the
US government a say in qusrantine ond regulation of Ffood lzbelling,

- outlsws government purchazsing policies that &
local preducts or require US contractors to
local firms to supfort local amployment, and
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- has & disputes process which ensbles <he TS governnent to
chsllenge many Austrzlisn lasws snd regulstions befors a trads
tribunel on the grounds that they are tso burdensome for busi
or 3 barrier to trade.
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do not believe the proposed USFTA is in sustraliz's interest and
reguest that the Senate Select Commiittes on the UgrD reconmuend tha
it not be signed without major slterations to ensure thst ausbra;lﬂ's
interest is served.
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