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SUBMISSICN RE 4USTRALIA US FREE TRADE AGREZMENT (USFTA) - -

I am opposed to the proposed USFTA as I do not believe Australia will
obtain the benefits originally promised. The proposed zgreement;

- weskens price controls on medicines by sllowing drug coupanies
to seek reviews of decisions by the ‘hsrmsceuticsl PBenefits
Adviscry Committee,

- sets up 2 new joint policy committee which gives the US
government & volice in Australiasn medicines policy based on
U5 trade policy, not on the Austrslisan policy of azccess to
medicines for 211,

. limits Austrzlian content rules for new forms of media, and
ellows the US government to challenge these rules ss a barrier
to trade;

- adopts US copyright law, lesding to higher costs for libraries,
schools snd universities,

- "binds" or freezes many areas of state snd local governnent
regulations 2t existing levels and limits the sbhility of
governments to wmske new laws snd policies on essential services
such as water,

- limits the powers of the Foreign Investrment Review Board to
review investiment in the national interest, so that 90% of
U5 invesiment will not be reviewed,

- sets up joint committess bzased on U8 4rade policy to give the
US government a say in quarantine and regulation of food lebelling,

. outlsws government purchasing policies that zive prefarence to

local products or require US contrsctors to form links with
local firms to supfort loceal employment, and

- has 2 disputes process which enables Lhe UZ government to
challenge msny Austrezlien laws and regulations before a trade
tribunal on the grounds that they are too burdensome for business
or s barrier to trasde.
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i do uot believe the gproposed USFTA is in zustralis's i

request that the Senate Zelect Committes on the USITA recomiend that
1t not be signed withoui major slterstions to ensure that Australis's
interest is served.
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