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SUBMISSION ON THI USFTA

My objections Lo the USFTA Tig in its clear threat 1o our demaocracy, and in the pross
inequality in power of the prospective partnurs.

‘s incquality is evident even ‘0 the sort of requests that appuar in the document: do
you think that we would presume 10 ask that we be included as Australian citizons, 10
lake an active role in determining inportint US Jaws, as she has requested o do with
ours? She has asked

bt she be allowed o sit on commitices duetermining our quarantine laws and
those regarding, Cih,

o  und hus baid down in Annexes 1 and 2 what we may and may not do with

regard to a wholc rall of our laws spreading over many areas of Austrulian

fire.
These things expross elearly her perception of berself as the dominant purtner ~=----d
reality —e---- and also give us a clear view ol what sher can do ------ snd clearly intends
1o dor --—- withy that powaer if it pleases her.

‘ The Austrabian APEC Stady Centre, and ACT Consultants, from whom John

Toward commissioned ceonomic studies on the USETA, predicted fossvs, while the

C1 study predicted gains for the Australian Feoneny of ooly 0,.3% aller 10 yeurs.
and that was assuming [rec trade in Agriculure: Whal, then can we realisticnlby
bolivve we stund to gain in signing this guestionable deal, while what we stand o tose
iy only oo evident: we lose our [reedom 1o make our own laws ard rpgt our own
country ws o demoeracy. 2o we really want e be, clleetively, the ‘gf,flulc of the US?

Lven the infunous nvestor- State regulations, though apparently discarded, now
appeur, but through aloop hole that could become a neose uiless we are waty,

| submit that all these requests, almost witholt exception, reveal a desiee 1o control us
while paying lip-service o aur position us un independent democracy, and that if we
want 1o retain our independence and our treedom, ousonly oplion is (o rcject this
dubions Agreement outoght,
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