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Submission on the USEFTA

The two vutstanding concerns | have about the LISETA are that
It is a major threat to our democrucy
e i functions on a gross imbalance of power, leaving us in a position whoere we
arc ¢llectively dependent upon the goodwill of the other party 1o conclude
suceesslul negotiations, because we have comparalively no reat power in the
fuce of their opposition ----- - they can wrumnple all over us il they wish
Mustly, my objections it these CATEEOTICS,

1 must point out thil @ government is not necessarily democratic beeause it is elected.
Demucnuey is “government hy the people™. and an clecred government tethered by
rates in the making of which a foreipn goyernment has had a legal und significant
part. is no deocracy. In such a case, the people are powcerless 1o pul thelr decistons
into practice, il these decisions conflict with those of the government in question,

- ,

- .
According to the Australian APEC Study Cenire and ACTH. Copsultants W‘g.‘.r'ff‘-‘li'l-"‘.r"
only ceonomiy losses in this Agreement. while the oripinal Clk cconomic constltunts
study predicted pains of only 0.3% alter 10 vears, and thit was assurning genuine fre¢
Iracde 10 agriculture! Why, then are we even giving this agreenient the tinge of day, let
alone signing it? It contains virtually nothing tor us economivally, and is trespassing
on our democratic freedom.
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Thix trespass shows up particularly in the dispule process, the restriction on regulation
ol investment and services, the service reservations, the reguest of the VIS 10 actually
have their ¢itizens representing thent on owr commitices which determine our lenesy on
guarantine and GM foods - wmmmame-- whut cheek!

The Annexcs, o, are totally unacceeptabic in every area in which they apply, muking
it impossible for our country ta fimetion as on eflective democracy, Particulaly. the
pretence thal our services are untouched while they are defined as being nos supplied
~on a commercial basis, nor in compcetition with one or more services supplicrs™ .,
when they know {ull well that that s exactly how maost of thurn are supplied, is siniply
playving cat and mousce with us.

The same applics w the devious means they are using o inereasce our total
pharmaceutical bills; the result will be that it the individual taxpaycy will nol pay
muore, the community witl have o ------- npnee again a negative for Australia,

[ subntit that the attitude in this package. and the requests that have been presented.
show o luck of respect that a governmoent of such power feels that they can allord w
display to a minnow fike us. Carelut scrutiny of it warns us of the treatinent e niay
cxpect from them of we sign it. o





