Sacratary

Senate Select Committer an the Free Trade Agreernent

betwaen Australia apd the [inited States of America
Suite S1.30.1

The Senate
Parliament House
Canherra ACT 2800
AUSTRALIA

Emal: FTA@sphgov.au

Dear Sire/Madarms,

Bm'ng a user of Ope.n Source So)({wm shovld be suﬂr'ﬂ'enf to ulfow me to object o the
way that the Lree Trade Agreement in ik pnes-':nf‘{orm is permuffing encroachment on the freedums tat
we, the users and Jeve]upm n[ this feclmn’agy now engog. Br:fng one who alsy Aej’ps others, also
infmJuu'ng many lo enjoy the greal pleasure. versability, Jack of restriction. fmeJum. enconragement and
ability to t:an{igum as they will their computers, withoul {ear of prascention or perseculion. 1 l(!e)' a Ju[y fo
request a carcful and sensible review of the Lrce Trade Agreement es];ec::'nﬂy periaining fo Open Sonrce
So#warfr which is lming jeopam'l'zm] I)y the: agreemenf in ik prescat {orm.

There are corporate l‘awyers thut can argue the points of law. and #he information about how #o best avold
the dangers inherent in the present documentalion. Thesc are also able to show what Iosses might b
ﬂxpecfr:t]. and how Hhese angs will im pinge upon business. fnrye and small, But ] wish fo make the point
that ()pt:n Source: Soffwm: is what will make Australia botl, compelifive and chead ufl'fs Hme. You.ng
Australions are l-cr'ng token nnder the wing of this J‘t:r:lma]ﬂgy and ma.fdng s} their own. enjoging. without
restrickions both the fmjlom and challenges that it cncoumges. TLe: tools are included to make it the best
and )[m'mf soﬂwam in the world. Allowing any of them to wark with it without living in [mir o[
encroaching on, or being pm!u’L:' ted from conbributing. The source is not the anly element mpp!:’nJ with
(_)pen Sourrc So{fwmq tools, advise and assistanre is there u,plcnfy. delivered with the operating systems,
the programs and applicah’ons. This nut -'mly encourages. hut almost sinml.fa.rfy demands innovation. Never
sﬁ)qn'ng thix strong Australian trait as patents and r.'upyn’g[nf withouwt options that exist in other sofbware
Ju. ﬂ';e invcnhmi an(l Jevelu]x:rs o)(Opfm Sﬂume Soffwa.rf* Wm‘l( W.”Il pcop}e anJ Lc!p filem lme:rsfd.nJ
how and w[lg fin'ugs work. Sfmp’l'j{yinq the whole [T expericnre.

There is considerable Jmt_qer Hiet a'f Australia does nol drastically amend some of the aspecks that will
impue:t on Open Sonrues Soffwm in this Free Trade f‘iymemcn 1, we will destroy the innovation and
activily 0[ which Australia Iln'lgs fo olf Open Sonree _‘}o{hm.he muxt not be !orccx{ tnto o situafion where



all those: now using it and Hose that are sw:’frﬁr’ny {o its nuse Jay Ly Jay. wifl Hml themselves again
without t:fm}'ce and their hands shackded foa lriy}r cosh, and o!fﬁn nol c”r:cﬂ ve and trovblesome alternabive.

[ will nat guote e problems that I see and the notes Hhat f have read on individual minefields where
Australic will be huct I)y this curcent agreementf, Lm'rmse America Ly way u{ its canshitubion and such
arcas will mal“e rerfain that mmpll’am:a:is one u'a’cc{, nob on ils side bul {or its side. This is nof the Jirst or
Jast Eme that Australia will be asked b0 give up something fora frree Trude Aqreement, being so in name
an}y- We who use and feach obhers, r:sp«ﬂ'a”y older peop!e to use this cuoperalive .Fc('}mo!ugy also wish fo
rebain @ Erue fn:c om In ()pen Source .‘;oﬂwan:. Without infer{mncf: Opnn Source So{fwrm»: is working.
It carfm’n]g offersa greafer choice, and many arr {:’m’:’ng. @ better opton fo that which is m'mm’y
an’vam‘agﬂJ {vo greatly.

Sin r:('.mf .

Charlic Schroeder.





