SUBMISSION TO:

SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE USFTA
@ PARLIAMENT HOUSE
CANEBERRA April 27 2004

For: Senators, Boswell, Brandis (deouty Chair), Conroy,
Cook {Chair), Ferris, Harris, 0'Brien, and Rig4 ;

XC TO: The Secretary,
Joint Standing Committee on Treaties
R1=109
Parliament House
CANBERRA ALCT 2600

FROM: P,D. GLODVER ANZIM

Also, 'for':t The Solon Foundation (as Executive Bfficer)

Citizens Electoral Council
for Bonner/ Bowman Electorates
{(as Secretary,)

Certain snelosures attached as identified,,.endorsed by us
or for supportive information,



To all Senatours on the 'Joint Senate Select Committes on the
USFTA (draft) Treaty, We Send You Greetings'

fnclosed is a copy of TAFINET! "Ten Oevils in the Detail!
comments, which we find we can fully endorse,

Enclosed is a letter from the Hom Matk Vaile...expressing
OFAT's point of view, as siogned for by The Minister., UWe find
the letter lacking in the ahility to receivs credability,

What you have bsfore you is:
--An Empire's approach to a loyal Satrap..and not mote,

~-That the wording on 700 pages of 'obtuse prolix!' is
so totally one-sided, we wonder why tyou'! are even giving
the matter any consideratiaon at,,just rejection?

——Further, in the more formal arens of the 'Chamber' be
mindful of Section 44(1) of the 1901 Constitution..the
bit about 'allegaince to a foreign pouer'.

--To consider any form of endorsement of the 'writings' reguires
an 'a priori' acquiesnce..to a 'forasign power' ...that comment,
that has been subject to some earlier High Court decisioms in
its operation, mavbe sub ject to the reservations to the sophistry
of the application of 'locus standi',..but, that too, can only
be found in *opinion',

~=1f, by the severality of devices, found in the operation of the
Barliamentary process..this ttreaty' is found to be the subject
of 'emdorsement'...then appreciate, now, it is no so seen by
us, whatever 'you lot' do to the effect an outcome in favour of
its proponents.

—=You know, The USA bhas not townad! its Banking System since 1913
whepn Paul M Warburag (andothers) set up the 12 member Federal
Reserve..and provided the skills for the esteblishment of 8
'Reserve Asset Status' to the US Dollar, That the 'owners' of
the Federal Reserve, mindful that simple pisce of legislation
could put them out-of=-business, carefully, and relehtlessly,
apply their ides by proxy..that aspect is ssen as present in
the 'draft' writings.

~= If you look at the Arnoel Reports of the Big Four Banks, here
in Australis, you will see, that amongst the lists of 'the
twenty largest shareholders'! New York interests are very
prominant, In the Annual Report of the Commonwsalth Bank
mention is made,."the Bank is owned to extent of 40% by
the 20 largest shareholders". If they act in concert, they
are quite capable of effecting changesy pra-salections, State
Finances BtC...as some of the policies of ths ABAR shou.

perhaps by way of conclusion 'you' could start by understanding

that 'it' is NOT a 'free Trade Agreement; it is NOT & 'fair Trads
agreement'..it may come close to a 'Bi-lateral agreemnt that involves
tradet,.and it only comes about, by gertin Australian administrators
(in DFAT)'going native' in their overseges: postings,

I can write more..so 1 will not!



Ten Devils in the Detail

Summary of the text of the Australia US Free Trade Agreement (USFTA)

April 2004
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A bad deal that can still be stopped

The USETA was supposed to remove trade barriers between the US
and Australia and lead to economic growth. Australian farmers were
supposed to gain from removal of US agricultural tariffs (taxes on
imports) and quotas {limits on amounts). But community
organisations became concerned when US negotiators identified
regulation like price controls on medicines and Australian content
rules in film and television as barriers to trade. The 800 page text of
the agreement with side letters is at www.dfat.gov.au.

The text justifies our concerns, as it is completely lopsided. The US
sugar market is excluded and beef and dairy tariff reductions are
phased in over 18 years. The National Farmers” Federation has
declared “This is not a free trade agreement’ {media release,
9 February 2004).

This summary of the text shows that, despite assurances, the
agreement weakens Australian price controls on medicines and limits

Economic benefits unclear

The original CIE economic consultants study commissioned

by the government assumed totally free trade in agriculture yet

predicted gains for the Australian economy of only 0.3% after
10 years. Other economic studies by ACIL consultants and the Productivity
Commission predicted losses (Australian APEC Stady Centre, An
Australia-US Free Trade Agreement: Issues and implications, Canberra,
2001, and ACIL Consultants, A Bridge too Far? Canberra
wvm.rirdc.gov.aufreports!GLCIAClL-ABridgeTooFar.pdf ).

The government has admitted that the CIE study is no longer valid,
because the gains in agriculture are much less than predicted. The
government said it would conduct 3 competitive tender process for
another study, then announced a week later that CIE consultants had again
been selected. After noting reports that the Australian negotiators had
advised the government to reject the USFTA, Allan Wood wrote in The
Australian on March 9, “The modelling work commissioned by the
government is not going to convince anyone if it simply confirms Howard's
view, It certainly won't dispel the suspicion that the government has
something to hide’

USFTA dispute process limits democracy

The dispute process enables a government to claim that a law

or policy of the other country is in breach of the USFTA, or is

preventing it from getting the benefits expected from the
agreement (Article 21.2). The dispute process requires intial consultations,
referral to a Joint Committee of US and Australian government officials and
finally, if not resolved, to a dispute panel of three agreed trade law experts.
Hearings may or may not be public, and the panel may or may not invite
non government representatives to rmake written submissions. The panel’s
initial decision can be revised after comments from the governments,
before final decision. The panel can declare that a Jaw should be changed
or compensation be paid. The decision may or may not be made public and
cannot be appealed. (Articles 21.5 - 21.11).

the regulation of Australian content in new forms of media. It adopts
US copyright laws, which will cost consumers more. It sets up joint
US-Australian committees to review policies on medicines,
quarantine and food labelling and enables many policies to be
challenged by the US government. It treats social regulation of
essential services like tariffs, ‘bound’ or frozen at current levels and
subject to challenge if increased. In short, it weakens goverpments’
right to regulate and locks in moves towards US-style policies without
democratic debate or decision.

The USETA can still be debated and rejected. A Senate Select
Committee and the Joint Standing Committee on Treaties will hold
public inquiries over the next three months and report in june.
Although Parliament cannot vote on the whole agreement, it will vote
on some legislation required for implementation, which can be
blocked in the Senate. This summary helps you to take part in the
public debate and tell Senators and members of parliament to reject
the agreement if you believe it is not in the public interest.

This process uses trade law to challenge social regulation judged to be
inconsistent with the agreement, like the pricing of medicines or the
regulation of essential services. It is a clear restriction on the democratic
right of governments to regulate in the public interest.

Higher costs for medicines

a) Review of Decisions of the Pharmaceutical
Benefits Scheme means higher costs

The USFTA changes the PBS process to allow drug companies to seek
reviews of PBS decisions.

Drug companies can charge high prices for new
medicines because they have the exclusive patent
rights to produce them for 20 years. In the US,
common prescription medicines cost three to ten
times the price paid in Australia, and many people
cannot afford them. Australian prices are
affordable because the government uses the PBS to
buy medicines at low wholesale prices by
comparing the price and effectiveness of new
medicines with the prices of similar generic medicines whose patents
have expired. The government then makes them available at subsidised
prices, $20-30 for wage earners and less for pensioners. The difference
between the wholesale price and the subsidised price is the cost of the PBS
to taxpayers. This cost is very low per person compared with the US and
other countries (The Australia Institute (2003) “Trading in our Health
Systerm Canberra www.tai.org.au).

The Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee only lists new drugs for
subsidy if they offer reat health benefits, and offer value for money. US drug
companies say this is unfair, and that they want higher wholesale prices.

The USFTA gives drug companies more opportunities to influence the
Committee before its decisions, and also provides for an independent
review of decisions not to list their drugs on the PBS. There is also an



opportunity for companies to apply for price adjustments after drugs have
been listed (USFTA Side Letter on Pharmaceuticals).

The government says that these changes will not mean higher prices to
comsumers, but has been less clear about whether the cost of the PBS to
taxpayers will rise. There is no doubt that drug companies will use their
huge resources to argue for higher priced drugs to be Jisted, and for price
rises after drugs are listed.

Professor David Henry of Newcastle
University has predicted that the
review process pushes towards higher,
not lower, prices.

[ABC Radio Nationa+ PM, March 4, 2004)

US Trade Representative Robert Zoellick has reported to the US Senate
that under the USFTA Australia’s drug prices will rise (Sydney Morning
Herald,‘Drug costs will rise with deal: US official’ March 11, 2004).

b) Joint US-Australia Medicines Working Group
based on commercial principles

The USFTA sets up a joint medicines working group based on the same
commercial principles which contribute to the high cost of medicines in
the US (Annex 2¢). These principles include the ‘need to recognise the
value’ of ‘innovative pharmaceutical products’ through strict intellectual
property rights protection. The principles do not iaclude the Australian
public health goal of affordable access to medicines for all. This is
completely unbalanced. The inclusion of this committee in the USFTA
ensures that the US government can influence future policy and challenge
it on trade grounds.

c) Changes to Patent Laws could delay access to cheaper medicines

The USFTA contains changes to patent laws that could delay access to
cheaper generic medicines. These include extensions of patent periods in
some circumstances, and changes which make it casier for drug
companies to raise iegal objections and delay the production of generic
drugs (Article 17.10). In the US, drug companies have used such legal
tactics aggressively. Since the PBS price contrel system relies on
comparisons with cheaper generic drugs, delays in the production of
generic drugs will contribute to price rises.

Extension of copyright means higher costs
for libraries and education bodies

The USFTA extends the period for which copyright paymerits
must be made from 50 years after the death of the author to 70 years, in
line with US law (article 17.4). This will be costly for libraries and
educational bodies, as Australia has adopted the US copyright standard
without the US’s more generous rules for copying for research and
education purposes.

Copyright law is supposed to provide a balance
between fair rewards for authors and excessive
protection which raises prices. The Australian
InteHectual Property and Competition Review
Committee recommended that copyright not be
extended without & public inquiry. The USFTA
denies us this public debate (Henry Ergas'Patent
Protection an FTA complication’, Australian
Financial Review, 24 February 2004, p. 63).

Restrictions on Regulation
of Investment and Services

The USFTA is a ‘negative list’ agreement for two key areas,
investment and services. All of Australia’s laws and policies on
investment and services at all levels of government are affected by the
agreement unless they are listed as reservations. There are two
annexes which list reservations:

Annex I - *Stand-still: 1 is a list of areas where laws that do not
conform to the USFTA will be allowed to remain. However, these laws
are buund at current levels, like tariffs, and cannot be changed, except
to make them less regulatory. New regulation can be challenged by the
US government on the grounds it is trade restrictive or too burdensome
for business. This is a significant restriction on demaocracy.

Annex I - ‘Carve-out’: lists reserved areas for which governments
can make new laws, However, some of these are imited. For example,
health, education and welfare services are listed, but only to the extent
that they are ‘established or maintained for a public purpose.

Less rights to review foreign investment

US investment in Australia must be given ‘national treatment,

meaning it must be treated in the same way as local investment

{Article 11.3}. US investors cannot be required to use focal
products, transfer technology or contribute to exports (Article 11.9).

BN, Existing limits on foreign investment are retained
for newspapers and broadcasting, Telstra, Qantas,
Commonwealth Serum Laboratories, urban leased
airports and coastal shipping. However, these
limits are subject to ‘standstill’ and cannot be
increased. The Foreign Investment Review Board
(FIRB) retains the power to review investments of
over $50 million in these areas, and in military
equipment, security systems, the uranium and
nuclear industries (Annex ).

Regulation of foreign investment can only be increased for urban
residential land, maritime transport, airports, media co-production,
tobacco, alcohol and firearms (Annex 2).

However the threshold for FIRB review of all other investment in existing
businesses has been lifted from $50 million to $800 million, US investment
in new businesses in areas not listed as reservations will not be reviewed
at all. The US government estimates that if these rules had applied over the
last three years, nearly 90% of US investment in Australia would not have
been reviewed {US Trade Representative, ‘Summary of the US-Australia
Free Trade Agreement, Trade Facts, p 1,8 February 2004). The Australian
gavernment is also proposing to extend these changes to investors from
other countries. This is a massive reduction in review powers.

Na Investor-state Complaints now but could develop later

The government has claimed that there is no process which allows
corporations to challenge laws or sue governments in the USFTA. The US
wanted this process, based on the North American Free Trade Agreement
model which has enabled corporations to challenge environment laws and
sue governments for millions of dollars. However the USFTA does provide
a foot in the door for such a process. If there is a change in circumstances’
an investor can request consultations with the other government to make
a complaint. The other government is then obliged to ‘promptly enter
consultations with a view towards allowing such a claim and establishing
such procedures’ (Article 11.16.1).

-



Less rights to requlate essential services | parliament as a matter of public policy, and should not be part of a trade

‘Services' include health, education, water, postal, energy and
environmental services. The USFTA applies to all levels of
government - federal, state and local.

The text states that the services chapter does not apply to public services
{Article 10.1). These are defined as services not supplied ‘on a commercial
basis, nor in competition with one or more service suppliers’. This is the
same flawed definition that has been used in other agreements, such as the
WTO Services Agreement (GATS). In Australia many public services are
supplied on a commerciat basis or in competition with other service
suppliers, including health, education, water, energy and post. Such services
could be covered by the agreement, unless they are listed as reservations.

USFTA rules do not apply to subsidies or grants {Article 10.1). This
protects public funding of public services from being challenged .

Australia must treat US companies as if they were Australian companies.
{Article 10.2). Australia must also give full ‘market access’, which means
no requirements to have joint ventures with local firms, no limits or: the
number of service providers, and no requirements on staffing numbers
for particular services (Article 10.4).

Even blood services are treated as traded goods. A 2001 review by
Sir Ninian Steven said that blood products should be supplied
by Australian company CSL for health and national security reasons
{www.nba.gov.au/pdfireport.pdf}. But a USFTA side letter promises
another review and commits the government to supporting US firms to
be aliowed 1o tender to provide this service,

Australia’s qualifications, licensing and technical standards for services
cannot be ‘more burdensome than necessary to ensure the quality of the
service’ (Article 10.7). Regulations could be challenged by the US
government on these grounds.

These obligations apply to all services unless they have been specifically
reserved.

Services reservations

Annex | - ‘Stand-still’: Existing laws and polices of state and local
governments are listed as reservations but are ‘bound’ at current levels,
and cannot be made more regulatory.

Annex I1 -*Carve-out’: Social welfare, public education, public training,
health and child care are reserved, but enly ‘to the extent that they are
established or maintained for a public purpose’, which is not defined. If
the US challenged a childcare regulation, for example, it is unclear what
Australia would have to do to prove that the childcare services were
‘established or maintained for a public purpose’.

Water, energy and public broadcasting services are not listed
as reservations, and are therefore included in the agreement.

Water services atrisk

Water has not been excluded through any
reservations, so any Commonwealth regulation of
water services will have to comply with the
USFTA. State and local government water services
regulation will be kept at‘standstill’, so if they are
changed the US could challenge them. Public water
services may not be protected because many are
delivered on a commercial basis.

US backs Teistra Privatisation

A side letter outlines the government’s policy to sell the rest of Telstra. The
US insisted on this letter. This issue is still being debated by the Australian

agrecmem.

US influence on quarantine, food labelling

New processes have been established under the USFTA which

will give the US government direct input into Australian laws

and policies on quarantine and technical standards, including
labelling of GE food.

(a) Quarantine

Two new committees have been established with
representatives from both sides. The first, called
the Committee on Sanitary and Phytosanitary
Matters, deals with quarantine policy and
processes. However, one of its objectives is ‘1o
facilitate trade’ between Australia and the US. Its
functions include ‘resolving through mutual
consent’ matters that may arise between the
Parties (Article 7.4). The second committee is a
technical working group, which is also established with the objective of
facilitating trade (Annex 7-A, para ).

Australia’s quarantine regulations should be made on a scientific basis in
the interests of Australia, not as part of a trade dialogue with a much more
powerful country. The promotion of trade and the quarantine protection
of Australia’s environment, crops and livestock are separate roles which
should not be combined.

{b} Genetically Engineered food Iabelling laws
and crop regulation

The US does not have labelling of GE food, has challenged EU labelling
laws through the WTO and tdentified Australian Jabelling laws as a barrier
to trade. The USFTA requires Australia and the US to give ‘positive
consideration’ to accepting the other party’s technical regulations as
equivalent to their own, and to give reasons if they de not {Article 8.5).

Australia must give US representatives the same rights as Australians to
participate in the development of Australia’s standards and technical
regulations. The USFTA even states that the Australian government will
recommend that Australian non-governmental bodies should also let US
government representatives have the same rights as Australian citizens to
participate in Australian NGO processes for developing standards for
Australia (Articlie 8.7).

These changes to processes and procedures for regulation of quarantine
and GL regulation give the US a formal role in Australia’s policy. It ensurcs
that trade obligations to the US wili be high on the list of priorities when
regulations are being made.

{c) Environment

There is 2 general clause stating that Australia and the US will be able to
make faws that are necessary to protect human, animal er piant life or
health. However, these laws must not be a ‘'disguised restriction on trade
in services’ (Article 22.1 incorporating GATS Article XIV).

Both Australia and the US have committed to encouraging the
development of ‘flexible, voluntary and market-based mechanisms’ for
environmental protection (Article 19.4). Since much environmental
regulation is not and cannot be voluntary or market based, this is an
extraordinary statement to have in a trade agreement. Fortunately the
statement cannot be enforced through the disputes process, which only
applies to environment laws if a government fails to enforce its own laws
(Article 19.7.5).



Restrictions on Australian content rules
in new media

The government claims that USFTA protects Australian
content and culture. In reality, there are strict limits on future
governments’ ability to ensure that Australian voices continue to be heard.

Under Annex 1, Australia’s existing Jocal content quotas are ‘bound’, and if
they are reduced in the future they cannot later be restored to existing
levels. Under Annex 11, future Australian governments are limited in the
laws they can introduce for new media.

For multichannelled free-to-air commercial TV Australian content is
capped at 55% on no more than 2 channels, or 20% of the total number of
channels made available by a broadcaster, up to only three channels. For
free-to-air commercial radio broadcasting Australian content is
capped at 25%. The expenditure requirement on Australian content for
subscription television is limited to 10% {which can rise to 20% for
drama channels, but, only on conditions which allow the US to challenge).

There are more restrictions on interactive audio and/or video services,
since the Australian government must first prove that Australian content
is not readily available. Any rules must be applied transparently and be no
more trade restrictive than necessary, and can be challenged by the US.
These restrictions severely limit the capacity of future governments to
respond to new circumstances and new forms of media.

Public broadcasting

Because public broadcasting is not listed in either of the Annexes, it is not
excluded from the agreement. The funding of public broadcasting is

protected by the general exclusion of subsidies and grants (Article 10.1).
However the regulation of public broadcasting could be atfected by the
agreement because the definition of public services excludes services
provided on a commercial basis or in competition with other service
providers. SBS advertising or ABC product marketing may not be excluded
by this definition. This ambiguity may mean that the US could chailenge
some regulation of public broadcasting, claiming it is inconsistent with
the USFTA.

Job losses from tariff cuts and changes
to government purchasing rules

Australia’s remaining tariffs are on textiles, clothing and
footwear (15-25%) and on motor vehicles and parts {5-15%). Both of
these industries employ thousands of workers of non-English speaking
background in regional areas of high unemployment. Tariffs on motor
vehicle parts will fall from 15% to zero when the USFTA comes into force,
which will mean immediate job losses. Tariffson |
assembled motor vehicles will be phased outby =
2010 and on clothing by 2015 (Annex 2b). Some  °
state governments also have purchasing schemes
which require foreign contractors to give
preference to local products or to form links with
local firms to support local employment. These
will not be permitted under the USFTA. State
governments are still considering whether they
will agree 1o the government procurement chapter :
of the agreement, Regional employment studies are needed to assess these
impacts.

What we can do about it

The Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network is a national
network of 85 organisations supporting fair regulation of trade
consistent with human rights and the environment. Our community
campaign has resulted in public inquiries by the Senate Select
Committee on the Australia US free Trade Agreement and the Joint
Standing Committee on Treaties to examine the USFTA which will
report in June. The ALP, Democrats and Greens have said they will
vote against the implementing legislation in the Senate in June if it is
not in the public interest. We must voice our concerns so they will
keep this commitment:

«  Distribute this summary and discuss it with friends, family
and workmates i

+  Join AFTINET through our web site www.aftinet.org.au for
regular campaign updates

+  See our website for resolutions and letters you can send to
politicians

«  Use this summary and the information on our web site to
make submissions to the Senate Inquiry and the Joint standing
Committee on Treaties (see www.aph.gov.an for details )

- Attend the public meetings, public inquiry hearings and rallies
being organised in your area

Researched and written by Dr Patricia Ranald and Louise Southalam, Public interest Advocacy Centre.
Thanks ta Uniting Care NSW.ACT for funding support.

[ ] 1would like information about joining AFTINET
Name / Organisation:
Postal Address:
Email:

Phone: Fax;

AT

imvestment letwerkiu

AFTINET Ltd

Level 1, 46-48 York Street
Sydney NSW 2000

Phone: (02) 9299 7833

Fax: (02) 9299 7855

Website: www.aftinet.org.au

| ] 1 would like to make a donation to AFTINET's campaign (please tick the amount)
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[Jsw0 | 15

Other amount

Please make cheques / money orders payable to AFTINET Ltd. Unfortunately credit cards cannot be accepted. A receipt will be sent to you.

Post cheques to Sarah Mitchell, c/o PIAC, Level 1,46-48 Yotk Street, Sydney NSW 2000. Please call on (02) 9299 7833 with any enquiries.




The Hon Mark Vaile MP

Minister for Trade
Deputy Leader of the National Party of Australia

Mr Peter D Glover 15 APR 2004

Dear Mr Glover

Thank you for your letter of 5 March 2004 concerning the Australia-United States Free Trade
Agreement (AUSFTA).

Negotiations on the AUSFTA concluded on 8 February 2004, when I reached agreement on a
final package with my US counterpart, Trade Representative Bob Zoellick. The agreement
that we struck in Washington was the culmination of months of effort, and a great example of
government working with industry and other stakeholders to deliver real economic benefits
for Australian families and Australian firms. It offers Australia greater access to the world’s
largest and most dynamic market, across all sectors of the economy. It includes:

e immediate, free and open access to the US market for Australian exporters of almost all
manufactured goods and services;

¢ substantial access for Australia’s agricultural sector, including for our beef and dairy
producers, with more than 66 per cent of agricultural tariffs going to zero from day one of

the agreement;

e full access for Australian goods and services to the $A200 billion market for federal
government procurement in the United States; and,

o enhanced legal protections that guarantee market access and non-discriminatory treatment
for Australian service providers in the US market.

At the same time, critical elements of Australian public policy have not been compromised,
including the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS), in particular the price and listing
arrangements that ensure Australians access to quality, affordable medicines; our capacity to
ensure local content in Australian broadcasting and audiovisual services; and the right to
exarnine significant foreign investment proposals in all sectors to ensure they do not raise
issues contrary to the national interest.

Parliament House Canberra ACT 2600 . Telephone: +61 2 6277 7420 Facsimile: +61 2 6273 4128



I would also note that there is nothing in the AUSFTA that would undermine the right of
governments to adopt appropriate regulations that are in the public interest, for example, to
achieve health, safety or environmental objectives. Nor does it require the privatisation of
government services. Public services provided in the exercise of governmental authority will
also be excluded from the scope of the services chapter. Reflecting the fact that both
countries have tobust, developed legal systems for resolving disputes between foreign
investors and government, AUSFTA will not include any dispute settlement provisions
allowing private companies to challenge laws or government decisicns, including

environmental laws and regulations.

The ‘side letter from Australia on the Privatisation of Telstra’ to which you refer is
non-binding, and is not an integral part of the AUSFTA. It makes no commitments but
serves to explain the current Government’s policy with regard to Telstra. The side letter
explains that the current Government has long been committed to the full sale of Telstra
subject to certain service conditions being met. The letter does not commit the Government
to selling its remaining share of Telstra. Rather, it explains that draft legislation tabled in
Parliament proposing the full sale of Telstra has been rejected, and any future sale would be
conditional on such legislation passing through Parliament.

I believe strongly that the agreed text between Australia and the United States reflects
commercial realities and the national interest. This is a good deal that will further integrate
the Australian economy with the largest and most dynamic economy in the world, delivering

lasting benefits for generations of Australians.

In accordance with the Government’s policy on treaties, I have referred the AUSFTA to the
Parliament’s Joint Standing Committee on Treaties -(JSCOT), which examines and, where
appropriate, makes recommendations on, all treaties which the Government proposes to
conclude. Following JSCOT’s review, it is expected that legislation required to implement
the agreement will be considered by Parliament. Both Australia and the US must complete
legislative and other domestic processes required to implement the AUSFTA before it can

enter into force.

Further information on the AUSFTA can be obtained by visiting the Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade (DFAT) website at dfat. gov.aultrade/negotiationslus.html; by emailing
us_fta@dfat.gov.au; or by writing to the AUSFTA Task Force, DFAT, R.G. Casey Building,
Barton ACT 0221. The full draft text of the AUSFTA treaty has been placed on the DFAT
website, along with a detailed chapter-by-chapter explanatory guide and fact sheets

summarising key issues.

Thank you for your interest in this important issue and for bringing your views to the attention
of the Government.

Yours sincerely

LA

VR
S f/
L

MARK VAILE





