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SUBMISSION RE AUSTRALIA US FREE TRADE AGREZH

I am opposed to the proposed USFTA as I do not believe
obtzin the benefils originalily prouised. he proposed zgrecment;

. weskene price controls on medicines by sllowing drug companies
to seek reviews of decisions by the rChermsceutical Denelits
Advisory Committee,

. sets up 2 new joint policy commitiee which gives the U5
government o voice in Australian medicines policy based on
US trade policy, not on the Austrslian policy of sccess to

medicines for 211,

limits australisn content rules for new forms of medis, and
sllowus the §S government to challenge these rules s5 @ barrier
to trade;

. sdopts US copyright law, lesding to higher costs for libraries,
schools and universities,

.- Phinda" or freezes many 2vess
regulations =zt existing levels
governments to wske new laws o
such as water,

of gtate and local zovernnent
snd limits the sbility of
nd policies on essentisl services

[ * I

limits the powers of the Foreign Investment Review Boerd to
review investment in the national interest, so that G0% of
US investment will not be reviewed,

. sets up joint committees based on U5 trade poiiey to give the
US government s s3y in quarantine sand regulation of food labelling,

outlaws government purchosirg pelicies that give preference to
local products or reguire US contractors to form links with
loczl Tirms to support local employment, and

. hzs ¢ disputes process which ensbles the US government 1o
challenge wsny Australisn laws znd reguletions before a trade
tribunal on the grounds that they are too burdensome for business
or 3 barrier to trade.

T do not believe the proposed USFTA is in xustralis's interest and
request that the 3enate Select Committee orn the USFIA recomiend that
it not be signed without major alterations to ensure that Australia's
interest is served.
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