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SURNIZSICH BE AUSTRALIA US FRES TRADE AGREI.SN
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I am onwouzed to the proposed USFTA which the Australion Soveréndntiw
to sign ae I do not believe it would produce the benefits to Austrslia

which were originally promised.

I understsnd that in the original study by the CIE econemic consultants
coumissioned by the Ausirclisn Governent with the expectation of totally
free trade in sgriculture, only C.3% goin for the Australisn economy was
predicted over 10 years, and thet even this smell 5aia wes contradicted
by other economic stvdies which predicted losses.

As the2 propused agreenent does not provide for totzlly frea Lrade in
spriculture, for ex#umple it excludes sugar, and any benelits to cattle
and dairy producers would be phased in over many yesrs, oaz cannot
expect that even that small 0.3% gain would be achieved.

I understsnd that toe Australisn Covernment hes ssked the sarme cIE
economic sonsultants to conduct snother study snd query why the
sovernment woild do this when doubt was cast on the previous study.

T belicve that when the US entered WWII after the Japonese rvid on
fesrl Harbour, our war~time Frime linister Curtin told President
Roosevelt tust he appreciated the USA's help in the war effort, but
e (Fr Curtin) wss in control in ijustrslia.

Tt sezms to me thot the proposed JSFTA would allow the U3 to interfere
in decions which Austrslia should meke to protect Australian interests,
for example, in the Fharmsceutical Benefits Ocheme, changes to Patents
ioaws, restriction on the regulation of investments to ;ive US investors
inereased freedor, restrictions on government services at 8ll levels of
government in Australis, includingz health, education, snergy, postal
and environmentsl services.

T want our Government to ensure that sustrolian cantent in films,
television znd music is retained. Under the proposed USFTA existing
local content quotas are "hound", and if they ore reduced in future,
they cannot later be restored to the present levels. In addition,
future Australisn Jovernments would be limited in what legislative
action they could take regording new media. Why would our present
covernment wont to pive the US power o restrict future Australian
Governments in this way when new electronic inveations are to be expected?

The proposed removal of remsining tariffs on motor vehicles and perts,
and on textiles, clothing and footwear would have 2 negative effect on

employment.

Libraries and education bodies would suffer from nigher costs if copy-
right is extended from 50 ic 70 ysers. I would support having the publie
ingquiry which has been recommendad by the Australian Intellectual
I'roperty and Com:oetition Review Comsittee before the extension of copy-
right is contemplated.

1 do not believe the proposed USFTA is in iustralia's interest aud

would reguest that the Senate Jelect Committee on the USFTA recommend
that it not be signed by Austrslia without major alterstions to ensure
that it is in Austrslia's interests and that Lustrsolia's decision making
powere are not assigned to another country.
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