AUSTRALIAN CHICKEN MEAT
FEDERATION INC.

v Level 7, 122 Walker Sireet
Telephone 02 9955 1724 North Sydney NSw 2060
Facsimile 02 9925 027 PO Box 579

Email acmf@chicken.org.au North Sydney NSW 2059

Senator the Hon Peter Cook

Chair

Senate Select Committee — F TA Australia/USA
The Senate

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Senator Cook

(Hansard 24 June, pages FTA 46 and 47). The first question relates to what amendments the
ACMF is seeking while the second question relates to MFN treatment.

procedures and public processes.

This is a serious concern to the ACMF particularly as the United States has indicated in officia]
statements that the FTA will result in the resolution of Australia’s quarantine barriers on a
number of products, including poultry meat. The United States, the world’s largest producer and

The ACMF believes that this FTA, which only comes into effect on 1 January 2005, should not
have retrospective effect. That I$, our quarantine Protocol put in place in 1997 should not be
subject to review and re-opening by this FTA, Equally, FTA Chapter 7 should not have
retrospective application to Australia’s IRA on uncooked chicken meat which has been under-
way since 2001, and in which the United States and other countries have had full opportunity to
participate.



view, is a denial of natural Justice and contrary to the operation and transparency of Australia’s
existing quarantine procedures and IRA Handbook,

For the foregoing reasons the ACMF requests that the Senate Committee recommend:
(1) that Chapter 7 have no retrospective application to existing quarantine Protocols;
(2) that Chapter 7 not apply to Australian IRAs currently under-way;

3) that provision be made for full natural justice and procedural fairness to Australian
industries through complete public disclosure, transparency and consultation in the
activities of the Officials’ Committees established pursuant to Chapter 7.

In answer to your second question regarding the desirability of an MFN clause in the FTA, I
assume this is aimed at access by Australia to the US market for our exports. That is, if the US in

entitled under an MFN clause to the same privileges, The ACMEF has no objection to such an
MFN provision if it could be secured as it may be of benefit to other Australian rural industries.
However, for the reasons explained in our Submission the question of access to the US market
for Australian chicken meat is academic given the corrupt nature of the world poultry markets.
The US is the world’s largest producer and exporter of chicken meat, it is heavily subsidised and
in any event it refuses o allow imports from the other major world exporters on SPS grounds.

multilaterally, profoundly change Australia’s present quarantine regime and the Justifiable
biosecurity protection on which Australian industries have always relied upon for their stability
and growth.

Yours sincerely
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Dreff Fairbrother
Executive Director

17 July 2004



