
  

 

 

 

The Senate 

 

 
 
 

Finance and Public Administration 
References Committee 

The operation of the Lobbying Code of 
Conduct and the Lobbyist Register 

 

 

       
 

 

March 2012 



© Commonwealth of Australia 2012 
 
ISBN  978-1-74229-592-3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senate Finance and Public Administration Committee Secretariat: 
Ms Christine McDonald (Secretary) 
Mr Chris Lawley (Senior Research Officer) 
Ms Kathryn Bird (Research Officer) 
Ms Penny Bear (Administrative Officer) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Senate 
Parliament House 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Phone: 02 6277 3530 
Fax: 02 6277 5809 
E-mail: fpa.sen@aph.gov.au  
Internet:  
http://aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate_Committees?url
=fapa_ctte/index.htm 
 
This document was produced by the Senate Finance and Public Administration 
Committee Secretariat and printed by the Senate Printing Unit, Parliament House, 
Canberra. 

ii 

mailto:fpa.sen@aph.gov.au
http://aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate_Committees?url=fapa_ctte/index.htm
http://aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate_Committees?url=fapa_ctte/index.htm


iii 

 

MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE 

43rd Parliament 

Members 

Senator Scott Ryan, Chair  LP, Victoria 
Senator Helen Polley, Deputy Chair ALP, Tasmania 
Senator Richard Di Natale  AG, Victoria 
Senator Sean Edwards (until 09/02/2012) LP, South Australia 
Senator Arthur Sinodinos (from 09/02/2012) LP, New South Wales 
Senator Anne McEwen  ALP, South Australia 
Senator John Williams NAT, New South Wales 
 

Substitute Member 

Senator Lee Rhiannon to replace Senator Richard Di Natale for the 
inquiry. Senator the Hon. Ursula Stephens to replace Senator Helen 
Polley for 21 February 2012. 

  
 



 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE ............................................ iii 
Chapter 1 

Introduction ................................................................................................... 1 
Terms of reference ...................................................................................... 1 
Conduct of the inquiry ................................................................................ 1 
Note on references ...................................................................................... 1 
Background to the inquiry .......................................................................... 1 
Inquiry by the Senate Standing Committee on Finance and Public 
Administration ............................................................................................ 3 
Changes to the Register of Lobbyists ......................................................... 3 

Chapter 2 
Issues .............................................................................................................. 5 

Coverage of lobbyists ................................................................................. 7 
Post-employment prohibitions .................................................................. 11 
Harmonisation of Commonwealth and state lobbyist registers ................ 12 
More frequent updates of the register ....................................................... 12 
Procedural fairness .................................................................................... 13 
Other issues raised .................................................................................... 15 
Conclusions ............................................................................................... 17 

Dissenting report by Senator Rhiannon on behalf of  
The Australian Greens 

Overview ................................................................................................... 21 
Report failings ........................................................................................... 22 
Greens vision for regulation of lobbying .................................................. 23 
Summary of recommendations ................................................................. 24 
Australian Greens' proposal in detail ........................................................ 25 

APPENDIX 1 
Submissions and Additional Information received by the Committee .. 31 

APPENDIX 2 
Public Hearing ............................................................................................. 33 

APPENDIX 3 
Lobbying Code of Conduct ........................................................................ 35 

 

 
 
 

vi 



 




