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Cash for comment allegations levelled at UNE

Independent Member for New England, Tony Windsor has called upon the Council of the University of New
England and the Administrative Executive to explain allegations of ‘cash for comment” in relation to funding
arrangements for the recently announced National Centre of Science, Information and Communication
Technology, and Mathematics Education for Rural and Regional Australia.

“I have received representations from citizens within the electorate who were concerned that the University of
New England had contributed to political advertising endorsing the National Party.

There have also been allegations that the Nationals scripted a press release that spoke in glowing terms of the
Nationals from the Dean of the Faculty of Education, Health and Professional Studies, Prof Victor Minichello.

I believe there are certain probity issues involved with possible breaches of the University’s protocols under the
Act and have called for a full investigation into the procedures used by the University and the decision making
processes followed when advertising,” Mr Windsor said.

Mr Windsor wants the following questions answered.

» Was the funding for the Centre contingent upon favourable partisan political comment from the
University?
Was the office of Senator Sandy Macdonald used to script favourable political comment?

¢  Who pays for these advertisements and what is the approval process?

e Was the Federal Minister for Education privy to the announcement or was there a deliberate attempt by
the National Party to “keep the Liberals out™ even though the Centre is under the Minister’s
Jurisdiction?

Mr Windsor, a member of the University of New England Council and former student of the UNE said that if
these allegations are substantiated, he would be shocked and disappointed that a political party would stoop so
low to demand and script press releases and political advertising for the release of Government funds.

This incident has nothing to do with traditional freedom of expression we expect from our academics.

It is about allegations of paid political advertising endorsing a political party which is unprecedented in
Australian universities and contrary to the UNE’s own policy.

This is about a deal cooked up between the National Party and gullible UNE staff who appear to have agreed to

sing for their supper in this demeaning way.
¥

For further information contact Tony Windsor, Ph (02) 6761 3080 or 0427 66 8868



2

It shows just how desperate the National Party is to win back the seat of New England by pressuring previously
apolitical University personnel suffering from changes to funding by the Government into compromising their
position to achieve an outcome for the UNE that should have been funded on its merits and free of political
interference.

This centre had the unanimous support of 67 New England based organisations at the Vision New England
Summit last October and was obviously worthy of such funding from the Government without selling its soul.

UNE is Australia’s oldest regional university with an impeccable reputation for integrity and probity.
To see it compromised in this way is disappointing to say the least.

[ sincerely trust that the funding application before the Federal Government for the establishment of 2 medical
school at UNE is not sullied by any comment for cash pressures trom various National Party players.

The future of health services is more important than that,” Mr Windsor said.

The issues will be raised at the UNE Council meeting next Monday.

For further information contact Tony Windsor, Ph (02) 6761 3080 or 0427 66 8868
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UNE denies ciaims of ‘cash

INDEPENDENT Member for New England Tony
Windsor has called for an explanation from the
University of New England in the face of cash
for comment allegations.

The allegations have been made in relation to
funding arrangements for

the recently announced National

Centre of Science, Information and
Communication Technology, and Math-ematics
Education for Rural and Regional Australia.

"I have received representations from citizens
within the electorate who were concerned that
the University of New England had contributed
to political advertising endorsing the National
Party,” Mr Windsor said.

"There have also been allegations that the
Nationals scripted a press release that spoke in
glowing terms of the Nationals from the Dean of
the Faculty of Education, Health and
Professional Studies, Professor Victor
Minichello.”

Mr Windsor said he was calling for a full
investigation into the procedures used by the
university and the decision-making procedures
followed when advertising.

LINE Vice-Chancellor Professor Ingrid Moses
denied that the university "compromised itself”
to achieve funding for a new research centre
and said she was particularly upsef by the use
of the phrase "cash for comment”.

Would vou tike to cormment on this articie?
<« Chck here to have your say

<< Email this article to a friend
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Nuttall, Graham (T. Windsor, MP)

From: York, Sandy (T. Windsor, MP) on behalf of Windsor, Tony (MP)
Sent: Thursday, 5 August 2004 9:28 AM
To: Nuttall, Graham (T. Windsor, MP) -
Subject: FW: newspapers - M
importance: High

==

~~~~~ Original Message-----

From: Professor Ingrid Moses [mailto:imoses@pobox.une.edu.au]
Sent: Thursday, 5 August 2004 9:04 AM

To: richard.torbay@parliament .nsw.gov.au; Windsor, Tony (MP)
Subject: newspapers

Importance: High

Dear Tony and Richard,

in talking to Graeme this morning I became aware of the advertisement you
both objected to. Prior to that I had only seen the story and the ad for
UNE courses and the National Centre, and after they had been published.

I can understand that you are upset about this because it could be
interpreted as if UNE, or at least those two senior staff of UNE, were
endorsing a Nationals candidate. The University itself is politically
completely neutral - we acknowledge funding from any government. Victor and
John Pegg, in their enthusiasm for having attracted the funding for the
Centre, clearly were politically naive, and I will speak to them.

T will also speak to Victor concerning the wording in his Letter to the
Editor, printed in the Armidale Express of yesterday.

We very much appreciate the commitment you have shown to UNE for a very
long time now and hope you will continue with it.

With very best wishes,

Ingrid

Professor Ingrid Moses :
Vice-Chancellor and President, University of New England, Armidale, NSW,
2351, Australia

President, International Association of University Presidents (IAUP)
Phone: + 61 2 6773 20404; Fax: + 61 2 6773 3710

Email: imoses@metz.une.edu.au; Web Address: htip://www.une.edu.au/

DISCLAIMER: This email {(and any files transmitted with it) is intended for
the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you have
received this email in error, please delete it and motify the originator of
the message. Any views expressed in this message are those of the
individual sender, except where the sender, with authority, states them to
be the views of the University of New England. Whilst all care is taken, it
is the recipient's responsibility to ensure that any attachments are
scanned for viruses prior to use.
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Anger at ciaim of cash for

comment
iisa Rockman

Sabrircay F Ariciat 2110
Satyrasy, 7 August Jis

Frpeg g raed

i
UNIVERSITY of New England Vice-Chancellor % NEATHER E
Professor Ingrid Moses yesterday hit back at AG NEWS
“cash for comment" allegations made by New ! ' , - |
; Y | MARKETS |

England MP Tony Windsoar,

An angry Prof Moses denied the university had
"compromised itself" to achieve funding for the
National Centre of Science, Information and
Communication Technology, and Mathematics
Education for Rural and Regional Australia.

In a statement released on Thursday, Mr
Windsor claimed he had

received representations from

constituents concerned that the university had
contributed to political

advertising endorsing the National Party.

The advertisement in guestion appeared in The
Leader on July 24.

"This is about a deal cooked up between the
National Party and gullible UNE staff who appear
to have agreed to sing for their supper in a
demeaning way," Mr Windsor said in the
statement.

Prof Moses rejected Mr Windsor's claim that
publicity surrounding the centre's launch was "a
deal cooked up” by The Nationals and university
staff,

She said Professor Victor Minichiello's thanks to
The Nationals at the centre's launch last month
had been "entirely appropriate considering the
source of the funding".

"We're disappointed that Mr Windsor has made
these aliegations in a media release, rather than
raising them in the confidential session of
Monday's meeting of the UNE Council, of which
he is a member," Prof Moses said.

In a statement yesterday Mr Windsor attached

20/01/2005
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an e-mail addressed to him from Prof Moses,
dated August 5, in which she admitted that two
professors, "in their enthusiasm for having
attracted the funding for the centre, were
clearly politically naive”.

Would you like {0 comment on this article?
<« ClHck here to have your say

<< Emai this article to a friend

<< MORE NEWS
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National Party should apologise to UNE and Public & repay ad cost

Independent Member for New England, Tony Windsor has called on Tamworth-based National Party
Senator Sandy Macdonald and his National Party Candidate Trevor Khan to apologise to the University of
New England and the people of New England for their involvement in the “Cash for comment™ issue
following facts revealed at the University of New England Council meeting in Sydney on Monday.

“National Party Senator Sandy Macdonald and his candidate duped senior staff into funding advertorial
comment favourable to the National Party in advertisements that featured in both the Northern Daily Leader
and the Armidale Express.

Clarification from Rural Press and discussions with the University of New England Vice Chancellor and
senior staff have confirmed that the UNE paid for a half page advertisement in both papers which also
included half page advertorial (ie advertising looking like editorial) and that this advertorial comment was
organised directly through Senator Macdonald’s office,” Mr Windsor said.

Mr Windsor said he was pleased that the Chancellor and the UNE Council had distanced themselves from
the advertorial scam and was initiating an inquiry into the process and procedures used so that academic
staff cannot be taken political advantage ot in the future.

“There are still some questions that need to be answered by the administration of the UNE.
1 believe that these questions will be part of the inquiry.

It is an absolute disgrace that well intentioned academic staff have been used and abused by the National
Party in this way.

There is a need for a public apology from Senator Macdonald,” Mr Windsor said.

Mr Windsor will also be taking the issue further with external inquiries about the misuse of Senator
Macdonald’s office.

“The scripting of advertorial comment by Senator Macdonald’s office without the University’s consent even
though the University had paid for the space needs more thorough investigation.

It this isn’t ‘Cash for comment’, | don’t know what 17
UNE provided the cash - Macdonald and Khan provided the comment.

The very least that should happen is that Senator Macdonald and his National Party candidate Trevor Khan
should reimburse UNE for the cost of the advertisement,” Mr Windsor said.

For further information contact Tony Windsor, Ph (02) 6761 3080 or 0427 66 8868
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into funding an advertorial comment.

Last week Mr Windsor claimed he had received
reprasentations from constituents concerned
that the university had contributed to political
advertising endorsing the National Party.

UNE vice-chanceilor Professor Ingrid Moses
vehemently denied the so-called "cash for
comment” allegations.

Following Monday night's UNE council meeting -
attended by Mr Windsor in his capacity as a
council member - Mr Windsor has called upon
Senator Macdonald and Mr Khan to apologise to
the University of New England and the people of
New England.

He claims UNE paid for a half-page

< Other advertisernent in both papers, including a half
page advertorial, which he describes as
"advertising looking like editorial" - and that the
advertorial comment was organised directly
through Senator Macdonald's office.

< Harm

< 5%;; "National Party Senator Sandy Macdonaid and

< Help his candidate duped senior staff into funding

« Privacy Policy advertorial comment favourable to the National

< Capyright Party in advertisements that featured in both
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The Northern Daily Leader and The Armidale
Express,” Mr Windsor said.

He said the Chancellor and the UNE Council had
"distanced themselves from the advertorial
scam", and that an inquiry was to be
undertaken to prevent academic staff heing
"taken political advantage of” in the future.

"There are still some questions that need o be
answered by the administration of the UNE," Mr
Windsor said.

"It is an absolute disgrace that well-intentioned

20/01/2005
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academic staff have been used and abused by
the National Party in this way.

“The scripting of advertoriai comment by
Senator Macdonald's office without the
university's consent even though the university
had paid for the space needs more thorough
investigation.

"If this isn't cash for comment, I don't know
what is."

Would you like to cornment oan this article?
<« Click here t¢ have your say

<< Email this article to a friend

<< MORE NEWS
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Media Statement

Advertising relating to the part The Nationais played in securing funding for the
UNE's new Maths and Science centie is all pari of the campaign to make New

England matter.

Mr Windsor's advertising complaint only serves to further ifiugtrate that it Is only
when you have a representative in government that you can achieve and deliver
funding and betler outcomes for the electorate of New England. Actions speak
louder than words.

The University of New England’s advertising was paid for by the University. The
Nationals paid for Trevor Khan's advertisement, which clearly illustrated his

 hard work and success in securing $4.95 million in federal funds for the UNE-

hased Maths and Science Centre.

My office was asked to provide aditorial comment, which we did in good falth.
Most of this information had been published hefore and was adapted from press
relegses and the University's own magazine. There Is nothing sinister here. |
am fully enditled to help promote the good work of the Australlan Government.

Mr Windsor has attempted to divert attention from the fact that Trever Khan and
The Nationals have delivered much needed funding assistance for the UNE
where Mr Windsor as an Independent has not been able to do this.

The Nationals want to make New England relevant again, and to do this, we will
continue to advertise our successes and campaign hard to make sure we get

that message out 1o local people.

Media Contact: Rache! Kingsford Smith 627 7 3705
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Media Release from Mr John Cassidy, as Chancellor of the University of New
England, 11 August 2004

On Monday, 9 August 2004, the Council of the University of New England held its
fifth meeting for the year at the UNE Sydoey Centre.

That evening, members of Council hosted a 50% Anniversary Dinner since obtaining
autonomy for the Unjversity in 1954. That dinner was well attended by over 70
Alumni, friends, past and present senior members of staff, a past Chancellor (Dr Pat
*Shane), a past Vice-Chancellor (Professor Bruce Thom) and 2 past Principal
(Emeritus Professor Peter Drale) and very active members of the University of New

England Foundation.

At its Council meeting, the confidential agenda included discussion on the
advertisement placed in The drmidale Express on 23 July 2004 and in The Northern
Daily Leader on Satoxday, 24 July 2004.

As Chairman of that meeting and in my capacity as Chancellor of the University, 1
was requested to review the background and circumstances which led fo the

placement of that advertisernent.
1 have carried out that review and would like to report on my findings as follows:-

1. The advertisement was in no way meant t0 endorse a National Party
candidate for the Federal Seat of New England, or, for that matter, any
other political candidate.

2. A breach of University protocol was cornmitied unintentionally, and
procedures have been reinforced to ensure that the University’s integrity
and reputation for political newirality is never compromised.

3 The advertisement placed in those papers was meant to be a way of
publicly thanking the Yederal Government for funding the establishment of
the “National Centre of Science, Information and Communication
Technology, and Mathematics Education for Rural and Regional
Australia’ at the University, a Centre which parents, ieachers and students
have been orying out for in New England. The Centre was, incidentally,
officially opened by the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Transport
and Regional Services.

4. The University looks forward to working with all levels of government of
all political persuasions, including the local State and Federal Mermbers.
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Penrose, Melissa (T. Windsor, MP)

From: Helen Arthurson [harthur2@me%z.une.edu.au]
Sent:  Thursday, 12 August 2004 12:13 PM
Subject: Chancellor's Media release dated 11 August 2004

Dear UNE Council Members,
For your information.
Helen

Media Release from Mr John Cassidy, as Chaneellor of the University of New England, 11
August 2004

On Monday, 9 August 2004, the Council of the University of New England held its fifth meeting for
the vear at the UNE Sydney Centre.

That evening, members of Council hosted a 50® Anniversary Dinner since obtaining autonomy for
the University in 1954. That dinner was well attended by over 70 Alumni, friends, past and present
senior members of staff, a past Chancellor (Dr Pat O’ Shane), a past Vice-Chancellor (Professor
Bruce Thom) and a past Principal (Emeritus Professor Peter Drake) and very active members of the
University of New England Foundation.

At its Council meeting, the confidential agenda included discussion on the advertisement placed in
the Armidale Express on 23 July 2004 and in the Northern Daily Leader on Saturday, 24 July 2004
As Chairman of that meeting and in my capacity as Chancellor of the University, I was requested to
review the background and circumstances which led to the placement of that advertisement.

f have carried out that review and would like to report on my findings as follows:-

L. The advertisement was in no way meant to endorse a National Party candidate for the
Federal Seat of New England, or, for that matter, any other political candidate.
2. A breach of University protocol was committed, unintentionally and procedures have

veen reinforced to ensure that the University’s integrity and reputation for political neutrality is
never compromised.

3. The advertisement placed in those papers was meant to be a way of publicly thanking
the Federal Government for funding the establishment of the “National Centre of Science,
Information and communication Technology, and Mathematics Education for Rural and Regional
Australia” at the University, a Centre which parents, teachers and students have been crying out fot
in New England. The Centre was, incidentally, officially opened by the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Transport and Regional Services.

4, The University looks forward to working with all levels of government of all political
persuasions, including the Local, State and Federal Members.

Mr John Cassidy
Chancellor
Untversity of New England

Helen Arthurson

Head, Office of the Secretariat, and Secretary to Council
University of New England, Armidale NSW 2351
Ph(02) 6773 34106; Fax (02) 6773 3731

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain privileged
or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient you must
not use, disclose, copy or distribute this communication. If you have
received this message in error please delete the email and notify the sender.

24/01/2005
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Council finds rules breached

By GINDY BRANSLEY

AWAR olwords overthe
wse of comments from
University  of | New
Engiand academics in a
National Party adver.
tisement ls stiﬂy rapging.

New England MP Tony
Windsor bas called on
the National Parly to
apologise  and  reim-
burse the university for
its share of thetwo-page
atdvertising spread in
two local papers.

Byt Natjonal Party
candidate Trevor Khan
and  Senator Sandy
MeDonald are adamant
they have nothing to
apologise lor.

The UNE Counchl dis-
cussed the issue at Hs
meeling in Sytney on
Monday,

UNE {hancellor Jolin
Cazsidy sald a review ol
the issue Hiss been car-
ried wut and the councit
resolved that:

* The adverlisement
was in fio way meant to
endorse  a  Naliosal
Party candidate for the
ipderel zeat of New
England, or, for thnt
matter, any other politi-
cal eandidate,

* A breach ol
University pratocoel was
commitied unintention-
alty, snd procedures
have been reinforced to
ensirre thai the univer-
sity's integrity and repu-

tation lor  political
neutrality is nevercom-
promised.

Senstor Sandy

Macdonald has chol-
lenged Mr Windseor's
‘cash fer comment” alle
gations snd said he *is
lally emitied to help
promote Ihe good work
of the  A=ustralian
Governnent. .

“The advertising was
alt part of & campaign 16
make Epgland matier,”
e sald.

the University of
New England's advertis-
g wag pald lor by the

university:

"The Nationals paid
lor Frevor Khan's adver
tisement, which elearly
Mastrates his hard work
and success I securln,
£4.55 million in federa
funds lor the UNE-based
Maths  and  Sclence
Centre.,

“My office was asked
o provide edliorial
commant, which we did
in good laith.

“Mest of it was Infor-
mation which had been
published belore and
was adapted from press
relexses and the univer-
Sily's owen magazine,

“There iz nothing sin-
ister here,”

Mr Khan also believes
‘there was nothing inap-
propriate” about the
advertising caimpalgn,

“Ldon’t believe | rave
anything to apeologise

T.

for.

“It's Mr Windsor who
should be apologising -
fo the university and the
academics whose
names he's dragged
through the mad.

"Fhey  hive been
deseribed as ‘nafve,” as
‘dupest’ -these are intel
ligent men, they are pro-
lessors and his
comtnents are aboul

gelting palitical
milesge.”
Mr Khan said be had

permission 1o use the
academics’ comments
inhiz advertisement,

"I rave worked with
Johi Pegg and Vicior
Minichelle and  Vice
Chancellor ngiid
Muoses 1o get this Tund-
ing.

T*I've found all these

people to be hon-
ouralie people and
descrving of respect
and it's a matter of
regret that because Mr
Windsor made this pub-
liw that they have been
drapged inlo an unholy
and pehelpial specta-
cie”

Mr Khan said Mr

Windsor's allegations
that there way 'a deal
eooked up between the
National Party and
gulible UNE stall’ were
scurrilous.’

“We started in lhis
debate with the claim
thal we were engaged in
correption.

“It seems Mr Windsor
ls entitled to make
asaertions which are of
a guite sewrilous
nalure and now we are
upio a guestion of
whether somecne pald
for z half page ad."

Mr Khen denied the
use of the comments in

his advertisermnent darg.
-eped the university's

Independence.

“What has daemaged
the standipg of the unk-
versity  was  Tony

Wirdsor turping this’

inla & grubby, public
Light.

“He chose 1o 12ke 1his
matter inio the pubilc
arena where he made
assertions of corrup-
tion and then al the end
of the day hesays isn'tit
terrible that the univer-
sity's name Has becn
dragged through the
mud.

“It's like somebody fir-
ing a gun, hitting some-
one in the crowd ang
saying isn't it terrible
what firearms do.

“11hink the academics
who were involved, who
spent five vears trying
o get this funding, were
justifishbly graveiu,

“If they chose 1o indi-
cate their salisfaction
with what the Nalionals
had done, then that's a

- matter lor thews and I'm

ceriaindy gratedul that
they were prepared 1o
recognise the work we'd
done.”

Member for Northern
Tabiclands Richard
Terbay, whe s also &
membrer of the UNE
Couacil, salg the inci-
dent was unprecadent-
ed in the unlversity's

OUTSPOKEN: UNE Chence

fior John Cassidy has

joined in the ‘Cash for Corment’ debate

long and proud history
of upholdingits politicai
nerality and integrity,

He welcomed  the
Chancellors  recognl-
1ion that university pro-
tocol had been
breached snd the Jact
that UNE procedures
had been reinforced to
ensure such mesens
GEVET OCCUr sgaim.

“I has been a dis-
graceiul episode where
the National Party took
advantage of UNE by
involving I i o9 adver-
tising  featurs  which
clesrly sullied the repy-
tation of the university,”
Air Terbay satd.

“It is almost beyond
fpohief that UNE Vice
Chancellor  Frofessor
Ingrid Moses has admit-
ted that the UNE materk
8 was supplied directly

o Natonal Party
Senator Sandy
MuDonald and his office

assembled the materist.

“The wniversily was
culpable in that Tt did
not foflow correct pro-
tocot and confribeted
financinily along with
ihe National Party o the
We page leatyre adver-
tising the Marty and its
local eandidate.

“The ~ regrettable
result has been that a
very pusitive announce-
ment on the establish-

meni o & Natiopal
Centre  of Sclence,
Intermation and
Commuounication
Technology  became
clouded It
controversy”
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By EOLION

CHRISTIAN KRIGHT

Council a lot more caring than
the people who can’t be bothered

THE DECISION to impose water
restrictors on Armidale house-
holds whe have fallen a long way
behind in paying their water rates
may seem & bit harsh,

Afierall, these restriciors will
limit tha water fow 10 homes to the
bare necessities - enpugh for
drinkirig, toiets and washing.

And ever then it will apparentty
take 20 minutes for the folle cis-

WEUTL4RE

Qur university’s
reputation hurt

T 18 extremiedy disingenuous if pot
downright cvnical of Natlonal
Party candidate Trevor Khan to
suggest in the media that there
should be an end 1o playing ‘silly
polftical games’ in the mattery of the
new maihs centre at UNE, when it
fact It was he, assisied by the office
of National Party Senater Sandy
McDonald, whe instigaied the
whaole party political propagands
ploy, misusing the good name ol
UNE for is and the Nationais' par-
tisan advantape in the lead-up 1o an
election.

As 2 person who has been
involved with UNE as a student ang
staff member for over 30 vears, |
think nothing short of a full apole-
gy from Trevor Khan and Senator
McDonald would suflice to unde
the damage they have done to the
reputation of UNE as a poblic insth
fution.

Herman Beyersdorf
Armidale
FE 1 am a member of the ALP
{though not holding any positions
or offices), and also 2 member of
the University Council, bus fwrite
purely as a concerned individual
alrout this cavalier smirching of
UNE's independence angd niegrity.
Twouid write the same regardless
of which political party (or individ-
uals} attempied 1 misuse a public
Institetion in such & manzer.

Atleast the Nats got
something for UNE

I FIND it extraordinary te read
recently Tony Windsor's disgrace.
1] attack on the University of New
England.

Mr Windsor was suggesting that
the vaiversity was involved in
seme dirty “cash lor comment’
scandal with the Nattonal Party, To
Tony Windsor | say, where is yow

-, evigence?

Hewever, what | {ind more con-
cerning is not what Tony Windsor
did, but what he i1 doing!

ternto refill after flushing,

But what we should be askingis
why haven't these people made
any attempt {0 repay their debt to
the Gty

What would happen i everyone
eise failled to pay their water rates,
their general rates, their siate and
federal taxes.

i no fime at all our community
wouid be plunged into chaes.

Why is he busy digging up dirl
and making careless accusalioné
againsi our region's finest educa-
tional instiution, when he should
be ot there fighting for improved
aged care facilities; or greater
empioyment opportutitias lor our
unemployed; or working with the
Federal Goverament 1o improve
Our roads?

The angwer is, because he has
Tailed as our local MP, He hasnt
been able 10 gel the ear of the
Federal Government, he hasn
been able to get much needed new
funding and resources inio the
New England eleciorate; he has not
been oul there fighting lor an idea
of what New England deserves and
what it could be,

Instenad Tony Windsor has been
busy continuing his peity pelitical
vendetta against the Notionals,

I seems that Tony Windsor
thinks that he s assured 1o be re-
clected as our local MP and so
doesn't peed Lo be out there cam-
palining on fhe issoes thal matter,
and mstead is playing petty politi-
cal games - so much foy independ.
efit repressniation above petly
party politics Teny!

Dayne Rusolen
Gieninnes

The truth about

school funding

POLITICAL parties and the misin-
iormed followers often spread
biased Interpretations about fund-
ing for sducation.

The fHrst omission lrem these
lopsided arguments relates to the
capital lunds required to establish
and maintain buildings and facili-
e,

itis the religious/social organisa-
tions and parenis of the students at
independent schools who provide
8% per cent or more of the finance
for capital developmesnt.

The taxpayer is relieved of this
commitment; 1t is fees and dona-
fiens. which sustain capital devel-
oprent at ngn-government
sehools.

Forthat reason alone we shoulg
sympathise with council's
attermnpts o encourage these pec-
ple fo address their overdue waler
rates.

in less caring communities - orif
# was a private company involved
rathar than a council - the service
would simply be withdrawn alto-

“gether.

The offending househclds

the raw yabbie

hormes?

To the thankiufly srall number of follt who either
ot loow or refuse to oparate thelr wood heaters
comecty. The upshot il & plume of smoke siinking up
the neighbourfinod. Maybe council should i a
smoke resirictar on feir chimneys - something
which would pump the crap back down into thel own

should make amends foot sweet,
o1 &t least sit down with couneil
and formulate & budget for
addressing the debt.

my two cents

There have been plenty of head-
fines this week aboul the so called
‘cash for comment' saga at UNE.

By Fox: 675441,

Having your say

By Moit 1o Tz Editor: PO Box 70, Armidaie, NSW, 2350,

The debate centres around the
appropristeness of some ace-
demics  congratuleting  the
Mationals in a paid advertisement
for securing funding for 2 new
national maih centre at UNE.

While university rules may have
been broken, I'm pretly sure My
Average would jus! be happy 1o
have won the funding in the first
place,

By Email: etfitorgrmexpress@ruralpress.com
Iatiude your lult same, sdtess ond comtoc! deyfime tolephone mumiber for vesification
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Governments  would  buckle
wider 1he load i this outlay were to
jall within their budgets.

And, of course, governments are
enly stewards of taxpavers’
finance.

In 2002, lor examge, the scurces
of capital finds for independerst
schools were: 86 per cent parents
and donors, 10 per cent Australian
Government, and four per cent
SiatefTerritory Governments.

The finger is often wronghy point-
ed al wellestablished independent
schools in mefropoliian cities.

They are curicusly tagged the
‘wealthy' schools.

These older schools have the
Lenefil of contributions, again sub-
sianiially from pon-government
sources, over several genevations.

Secondly, there is recurrent
funding for the annual operation o
schools.

Again the arguments about
funds for government and inde-
pendent  schools  are  often
unsoundly baged.

The promulgation of politically
bissed messages ignores one of
twe Criteria that exist for recurrent
fund aliocation.

The first is that both Federal and
State governments grant funds,

The second is that grants for
independent schools are distrib.
uwled to schools disproportionate
iy, depending an the
socio-economic status of each
schonl.

Despite policies of Federal and
State governments, the cwrrent
maRimum proportion of recurrent
funds from both sources com-
bined, for any particelar independ-
ent school, does not exceed 40 per
cent of its requirements. Ideed
some schools receive much Jess

than 50 per cent.

Funds are aliocated dispropor-
tionately 10 each independent
school hecause a statistical meas-
we ¢l socio-economic status is,
and has been since 2000, applied to
eack one.

This measure useis Census data
and takes account of the educa-
tignal level of parents, occupa-
tionfemployvment and income.

Hopelully, vour readers will ask
politicians tor all the facts.

The importan issue is that par-
enls have the democratic right to
sejecl the school at which their
children will be educated.

inthe long ron, they all sit for the
same examinations. This should
nol be question of them and us.

Solin Grigg
Armidate
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Fashionabie arl that's out there: MceCarthy
Latholic Coliege exchange studert Luise
Poitzsch models this entry in the open seclion o
the Wearable Art Awarde. Photo: Geoff O"Neill

Fashion taken
to an art form
with music

THE diverse workds of fashion, musie and ar are
set 1o collite on the Calrossy stage on Saturday.
Avgost 21,

The 2004 Wearable Art Performance combines all
the aspects und excityment of 5 Paris catwalk. but the
models from Sally Keft Dapee Stdie will make &
performance of each owt owfil complete with
choreographty and a dazebng Light show.

Some creations are the works of noted textile and
fibre aritsts, while others are from creative young
designers from regional high schools.

Spossarship has been secured from Bemina
Awstralia and Beawtifol Sitks. Winning designers
and place-geitess will receive ome of 1o Bernina
sewing mackings and an assortment of sitk fabrics.

Event co-ordinators, the Blak Angel Foundation
Inc. will direct all proc eads From the evEmng 10 488ist
people affecied by cancer in Uiis region.

The foundation was established in memory of
Muoore Creek woman, Wendy Hetheringion, who
iog1 hier battle with cancer, buz was inspirational in
the crestion of this unique orgamisation,

The ereative talens behind the Wearable An
Performance is Temworll-based wearable arl. 1ex-
rite artist and snor. Glenys Mana,

A statie display of eptries will open for public
viewing from Tpm on the evening of the perfor-
mance a0 the show beging ot 8pm For Just $30 you
Caln eNjoy SOpPET &nd 3 MmO ]l night,

Tickets can be bonght from Louist Matithews
Jewellers, Country Copital Newsagency or from any
Bine Angel Foundation miembers.

One Day Saturday
- Stock Reduction
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UNE admits to
protocol breach

THE chancellor of the University of Mew England.
Johin Cassidy, this week admitted advertisernents at the
centre of cash for comment allegations by the Meniber
for New England. Tony Windsor. bresched protocol -
alheit wsptentionalty.

Mr Cassidy issued the folluwing statement aftes o
meeting of the UNE Cooneil on Monday:

“The advertisement was in ne way meanl 1o eadorse
a Narional Party condidate for the Federal Seat of New
England. or. for that matier, any other pulitical
candidate,

A breach of university protaood was cormmitted unin-
tentionally. an¢ procedures have been reinforced fo
ensure that the university's integrity and reputatios for
political pewirality s sever compronised.

“The advertisement placed in those papers was meant
io be a wav of publiely thanking the Federal
Government for fwnding the establishment of the
National Centre of Science.  Informastion  and
Commumication  Technology,  and  Muthematics
Education for Rural and Regsonal Auvseralia al the wni-
versity, & centre which parents. teachers and studenis
have bezn erying out for in New England.

*The centre was, ncidentaliy, officially opened by the
Dreputy Frime Minister and Minister for Trangport ond
Regionat Services. The university looks forward o
working with 2lf levels of government of all political
persuasions, inchuding the local State and Feders
mesabers”

Fetga e Larmnaeor i yourguk(m,ccm.au



News

INDEPENDENT Member for New
Engiand, Tony Windsor, has called on
Tamworth-hased Nadonal Party Senator
Sandy Macdonald and his Naticnal
Party Candidate Trevor Khan to apoto-
gise to the University of New Engiand
and the people of New England for their
involvement in the *Cash for Conument”
issue following the Untversity of Mew
England's Council meeting in Sydney on
Monday.

“Wational Party Senator Sandy Mac-
donald and ks candidate duped senior
ataff inre funding advertorial comment
favouwrabie to the National Party in
advertisements that featured In both the
Nerthern Daily Leader and the Armidale
Express,” MrWindsor said.

THECEC s the fastest-
growing political party in Aus-
wakiz, and plans w Geld at
least 100 candidates nation-
wide,

Mr Steve Lawles, 35, pic- SAYS.

Hustons about the declining
staie of the nation’s infra-
structure, especially its road
and rail, water and teiecom-
munication netwarks, Lawler

v, -
As & CEC candidate, Mr

“Clarificetdon from Rurai Press and
discussions with the University of New
England Vice Chancellor and senior staff
have confirmed that the UNE paid fora

+ haif page advertisement in both papers

which also included haif page advertori-
ab (fe advertising locking like editoriah
and that this advertorial comment was
organised directly through Senator Mac-
donald’s office,” he said,

Mr Windsor said he was pleased that
the Chaneelior and the UNE Courreil
had distanced themselves from the
advertorial searm and was initiating an
inguiry into the process and procedures
used 50 that academic staff cannotbe
taken polidcal advantage of in the
futnre,

It is an absolute disgrace that well
intentioned acadernic staff have been
used and abused by the National Party
in this way.” he said.

My Windsor will alse be taldng the
Issue further with external inquiries

new roads, railways, large-
scale water diversion proj-
&Cts, as well as agriculnural
and manuiacturing indus-
tries, at low interest rates.
“The CECy natibnal bank

Windsor calls for apology

about the misuse of Senator Macdon-
ald's office.

The Member for Northern tablelands,
Richard Torhay welcomedWednesdays
staternent from UNE Chancellor John
Cassidy recugnismg that abreach of
University protocol had been corumit-
ted

The Chancellor also stated that proce-
dures had been reinforced to ensure the
University's integrity and reputation for
political neutralify was never compro-
mised.

“It has been a disgraceful episode
where the National Party took advantage
of UNE by involving it in an advertising
feature which clearty sullied ehe reputa-
tion of the University,” MrTorbay said.

“The regrettable result has been that &
very positive announcement on the
establistument of & National Cenize of
Scienee, Information and Communica-
tion Technology became cloudsd in
controversy.”

CEC candidate focuses on nation’s infrastructure

rured right, is a truck driver
wha worked long, demanding
hours in the family trucking
business hefore recently
starting out in his own busi-
ness hased In Maittand.
Having reguilarty ravelled
the length and breadth of the
country, he says he hasno

Lawlarsays he is commired
to the party's principal eco-
naenic policy, the establish-
mentof & natonal bank,
which would be a “peogple’s
bank” like the odginal Com-
momwealth Bank, dedicated
o foog-termn investments in

policy makes it the only party
in the election with a policy 1o
address the deepening global
economic crisis, caused by
the expanding debt bubble -
5373 billion in Australia alone
~which is slated o collapse
and trigger economic depres-
sion,” Mr Lawler said,

& EXTERNAL UNE STUDENTS TO BENEFIT FROM NEW ACCESS CENTRE

THE new University of New
England Access Centre was
opened on Wednesday (o the
benefit of its external students.

The cantre will alfow the st
dents to access kay tearning
reseurces such as compiters,
printers, high guality broadbamd
internet and phones W wse 1o
wesp i touch with university
statf, The urdversity plans to
establish video conferencing so
axternal studars will ba able to
interact in tutorisls heid af the
university.

Also announced on the day
was & $5000 scholarshin to l1eip
rural and regional stidents fur-
ey their educaiion.

UNE pperations manager
Francis Kelly said the new cen-
tre, located on the haverelt TAFE

campus, would be of greal belp
tg the 97 extarnal students who
study in inverelt, i

She sald the cenrire woulkd be
an assat 10 extérnatl students
who woald probably use the can-
tre often, “if the Tamworth cen-
tre is anyiiying to go by it shouid
be useful Mrs Kelly said.

“We have ahout 30 students
going through there & day”

Mrs Kelly said the centre would
te a good opportunity for stu-
denis to meet up and leamn from
arch other.

“H wilt be a place to get
togather and meel to heip each
ather with assighments”

“H'H be pin code eniry so for
amyone who worlis they can go
there on a Saturday afternoon
and study,” she said.

OPENING: TAFE North West NSW diractor, Gary Poliock, Roley
Piggott professor snd dean of facalty of economics and husiness
and hwerelt mayor Barry Johnston at Wednesday's opening.

New physician training program A

NEW Health has launched a proposal to
increase the numbers of dectors available in raral
hospitals,

The Basic Physician Training Program wili give
incentives (or rninee doctors who Opt o practice
N COURITY areas.

ifsuccessful, the NSW public hospital system
will recruit up to 346 doctors into the Basic Physi-
cian Training Frogram.

The new agreemnent will give regional hospitals
priority to receive the malnee doctors, $2000
sehictarships for any trainee who completss two
full terms a year in a rural hospital and provisions
1o ensure trainess in regional hospitals are not
refocated to Gl vacancies i metvopolitan hospl-
tals.

The pmgmm will alse guarantee training vacan-
cies by rural and country aospitals will be the frss
io be flied.

Under the new agreement NSW Heath and the
Roval Australasian (,f:l?ﬂ{c of Physicians have cre.
afed eipht new raining networks for physicians.

Trainees will be placed in a network and rorated
through arange of rural and metropolitan hospi-
ials, to give thers a broad range of clinical experi-
ences.

Gure Wen Roorcsss waw inversi yourddide o, 5y

Advertisement

Committed fo ... -

hemth' =

Cammiffed o....
aducuhon

'{.:nmmiﬁad fo....

mc:kmg fhe d:ffefene:ew

Trevcr KﬁA!\i

fnr New England

YAPA criticises proposed
night time driver curfew

THE peak organisation for young people in NSW
has strongly eniticised a State Government pro- -
posal for nighttime cucfews for youny drivers.

The Youth Action and Pelicy Association
believes that the curfews are unwarranted, dan-
gerous and will greatly increase the risks faced by
young pecple, pardeularly in mrai and regional
areas.

A night curfew for young drivers would severely
limit young people’s empioyment and social
opportunities, particularly when there arevery
lirnited public transport options available. it said.

YAPA Brecutive Officer, Kristy Detaney, sald
young pecple needed o be able to get home safe-
iy,

“if young people are unable to.drive they will
need 1 resort to practices such as hirchhiking,
walking home alone, staving out overnight or
catching a lift with someone they may notaownal-
ly teust,

All of these oprions increase risk to young peo-
ple.” Ms Delaney said.

"The enforcament of curfews would be a serious
waste of police resources and those resources
would be better vegeted toward stronger enforce-
rient of existng read rules for dangerous driving”

YAPA s caliing for a number of road safety initla-
tives incheding:

= Srronger enforcement of existing road rudes -

« More education on road safety issues for young
drivers

= Expansion of nighttime coraragnity ransport
options, partdcularly in rural areas,

Pork probe promised

FEDERAL Labor has prontised e ditect the Pro-
duetivity Cemmission to investigate the impact af
imports on the Australian pork industry ifitls
elected to power at the forthcoming election.

Labar believes that al options should be consid-
ered o help the industry adiuss, including the use
of tarifis and quotas, avilable under World Trade
Organisation’s safeguand measures,

iy ik 34

VIS]TING GEN INNES....,

MEET THE PRINCIPAL

Dr Rebecea Ling, Principal ar NEGS
invites you o meet her ar
Levland House,

141 Church Street, Glen Innes,
Friday, 13 Angust, 2004
berween 10,30am - 11.530am

Far fusther information please cal!

Sarah Kaveney on 6772 5922 ‘a i
E S

www, negs. nsw.edu.ay
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Penrose, Melissa (T. Windsor, MP!

From: Helen Arthurson [harthur2 @ metz.une.edu.auj

Sent: Wednesday, 8 September 2004 12:28 PM

To: imoses @ pobox.une.edu.au; richard.torbay @ parliament.nsw.gov.ay; Windsor, Tony (MP)
Subject: Confidential; Referral of matter to Audit and Compliance Committee :
Importance: High

Dear Ingrid, Tony and Richard,

veu will recall that the resolution resulting from the discussion of the
Northern Daily Leader article during the confidential session of Council on

9 August 2004, was

{1} that the University of New England Council would reject any
implications that may have been derived from the advertorial feature in the
Northern Daily Leader, that UNE is supporting any political party;

(ii) that Council reguires management to further pursue the matter and
report to the next Audit and Compliance Committee meeting; and

(iit) that parties be invited to provide any additional information to the
Chair of the Audit and Compliance Committee.

Should vou wish to provide any additlonal information to the Chair for
inclusion in the business papers, the closing date for written submissions
to the Audit and Compliance Committee meeting at 3pm on 27 September, is
wWednesday, 15 September.

Helen Arthurson
Head, Office of the Secretariat, and Secretary to Council Tniversity of New England,
Armidale NSW 2351 Ph (02) 6773 3416; Fax (02) 6773 3731

This message 15 intended for the addressee named and may contain privileged or
confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient you must not use,
disclose, copy or distribute this communication. If you have received this message in
error please delete the email and notify the sender.
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The NENWACC facilitates funding for many projects every year. Projects that have
assistance from the NENWACC are listed below by financial year. For more informa
assistance that the NENWACC can provide in accessing funding visit the Projects and
this website.

Projects funded 2003 - 2004
Projects funded 2002 - 2003

Projects funded 2003 - 2004

National Centre for Science, Information Technology and Mati

Education for Rural and Regional Australia

Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent: University of New England

Funding Amount: $4.95 million

Project Description: The Centre will be dedicated to raising the standard of educa
regional students at all levels. The Centre will work to enhance the professional de
rural and regionally based teachers of maths, science and IT, in turn having a posit

students.

CWA - Gunnedah Branch Building Extension

Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent: Gunnedah Country Women's Association

Funding Amount: 548,253

Project Description: An extension to the CWA premises in Gunnedah will provide i
for the Ooranga Family Resource Unit to accommodate its toy library. Services fron
are provided in Gunnedah and Kelvin, Wallabadah, Werris Creek, Manilla, Attunga,
Somerton, Curlewis, Premer, Upper Horton, Barraba, Goothi, Willala and Boggabri.

Country Week

Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent: Australian New Frontiers

Funding Amount: $110,600

Project Description: The Austratian Government will be supporting the inaugurai €
to be held in Sydney during August. Country Week will promote the opportunities o
NSW and this funding will go towards the registration process and subsidising a boo
will showcase the range of opportunities that regional NSW has to offer metropolit:
businesses. Its aim is to encourage targeted groups to relocate to regional NSW.

Ben Lomond Stage Improvement

Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent: Ben Lomond Performing Group

Funding Amount: $3,328

Project Description: The Ben Lomond Performing Group will receive $3,328 in Reg
funding to improve the stage area in the Ben Lomond Hall. Ben Lomond has a popu!
people but their plays, fundraisers and concerts bring over 100 people to the villag
impravements witl enable a more diverse range of activities to be held in the hall,
involved in the activities to promote the town even further.

http://www.nenwacc.com.au/projectarchive.htmi 29/11/2004
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Mungindi Bus

Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent: Mungindi Progress Association

Funding Amount: $14,850 _
Project Description: The Mungindi Progress Association will receive 514, 850 in Reg
funding to help the town set up a community bus service. The community bus proje
address the isolation facing many Mungindi residents, allowing them to access servi
unobtainable in the local community.

Legume Hall Restumping and Foundation Repairs

Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent: Legume Progress Association

Funding Amount: $16,845

Project Description: The Legume Hall is the only public facility within a 45km radi
serves an important function as the social and training centre for the village. Restu
with the assistance of Regionat Partnerships funding will help to maintain the herit
hall and sustain its ever increasing use.

Steinbrook Hall Kitchen Upgrade
Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships
Proponent: Steinbrook Progress Association

Funding Amount: 518,118

Project Description: To install a commercial kitchen in the Steinbrook Hall. The ki
the range of activities that the Hall may be host to. The kitchen will also increase |
hiring of the Hall for weddings and functions. This money will be used to sustain th
Steinbrook community activities.

Bendemeer Co-operative

Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent: Bendemeer Co-operative

Funding Amount: $8,997

Project Description: To renovate and fit out the old Bowery Inn in order to provide
residents with a meeting place, library, museum and art and craft facilities. The p
increase visitors to Bendemeer, opportunities for tocal people and to rectify busine
to a highway bypass of thé village,

Projects funded 2002 - 2003

Walcha Softwood Plantation Marketing Strategy

Source of Funding: Regional Assistance Programme

Proponent: Walcha Shire Council

Funding Amount: $22,895

Project Description: Develop a document to market the Walcha Shire’s Plantation |
Strategy to attract private investment in softwood plantations within the Walcha 5l
Shire would like to expand the Softwood Plantations from 15 000ha to 50 000ha ove

years.

Tamwaorth Riverside Sports Complex

source of Funding: Regional Solutions Programme

Proponent: Tamworth Baseball and Softball Association

Funding Amount: $212,900

Project Description: The funding will be used to upgrade the Sports Complex to m
standards. Two national standard softball pitches and a new amenities block with t
Additional landscaping, fencing and parking will be added. The new facilities are e
local, regional, state and national competitions.

http://www.nenwace.com.aw/projectarchive.himl 29/11/2004
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Wee Waa Museum Complex

Source of Funding: Regional Solutions Programme

Proponent: Wee Waa Historical Society

Funding Amount: $85,000 _
Project Description: The third stage of an historical museum will be constructed ir
doors, flashings, restrooms and toilets, storm water pipes and drains, sewerage, wi
plumbing, landscaping and landfill. The complex will provice a tourist information
showcase Wee Waa's significant and interesting history. '

Quirindi Poultry and Game Facility - Feasibility Study

Source of Funding: Regional Assistance Programme

Proponent: Quirindi Shire Council

Funding Amount: 511,000

Project Description; The project will examine the feasibility of establishing a pout
Quirindi and, having dressed the product, whether it can be sold. Additionally it is
other boutique birds be investigated in line with market demands.

Waterfall Way Walking Track - Zone 3 Survey

Source of Funding: Regional Assistance Programme

Proponent: New England Ecotourism Society

Funding Amount: $42,240

Project Description: To facilitate employment and new business opportunities by «
based tourism products in Zone3 of the proposed Waterfall Way Walking Track; a t!
continuous walking experience, and one day showcase experience of the New Engle
This project will establish the foundation for other subsequent nature-based and ec
products and employment for this zone.

Food and Wine Industry Development Officer - New England N
Source of Funding: Regional Assistance Programme

Proponent: New Engtand North West Regional Development Board

Funding Amount; 599,000

Project Description: Experience in other areas across Australia and NSW shows tha
industries have benefited significantly through agritourism devieopment. This proje
develop the food and wine industry through a number of defined projects.

Australasian Centre for Sustainable Agriculture - Feasibility St
Source of Funding: Regional Assistance Programme

Proponent: New England Institute of TAFE

Funding Amount: 530,000

Project Description: The project will be to conduct a study into facilities, markets
feasibility in establishing & centre to develop sustainable agricultural practices in A
PAGE

New England North West ATC

19-20/429 Peel Sirest, PO Box 669
TAMWORTH NSW 2340

Phone: 02 6706 4866 | Fasx: 02 ©766 3452
E-myail: nenwace@bigpond.com

Free Callr 1800 240 086

hitp://www.nenwacc.com.au/projectarchive.html 29/11/2004
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The NENWACC facilitates funding for many projects every year. Projects that have
assistance from the NENWACC are listed below by financiat year. For more informa
assistance that the NENWACC can provide in accessing funding visit the Projects and
this website.

Projects funded 2003 - 2004
Projects funded 2002 - 2003

Projects funded 2003 - 2004

CWA - Gunnedah Branch Building Extension

Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent: Gunnedah Country Women's Association

Funding Amount: 548,253

Project Description: An extension to the CWA premises in Gunnedah will provide i
for the Ooranga Family Resource Unit to accommodate its toy library. Services fron
are provided in Gunnedah and Kelvin, Wallabadah, Werris Creek, Manilla, Attunga,
Somerton, Curlewis, Premer, Upper Horton, Barraba, Goolhi, Willala and Boggabri.

Country Week

Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent; Australian New Frontiers

Funding Amount: $110,000

Project Description: The Australian Government will be supporting the inaugural C
to be held in Sydney during August. Country Week will promote the opportunities ¢
NSW and this funding will go towards the registration process and subsidising a boo
will showcase the range of opportunities that regional NSW has to offer metropolite
businesses. Its aim is to encourage targeted groups to relocate to regional NSW.

Ben Lomond Stage Improvement

Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent: Ben Lomond Performing Group

Funding Amount: 53,328

Preject Description: The Ben Lomond Performing Group will receive 53,328 in Reg
funding to improve the stage area in the Ben Lomond Hall. Ben Lomond has a popu
people but their plays, fundraisers and concerts bring over 100 people to the villag
improvements will enable a more diverse range of activities to be held in the hall,
involved in the activities to promote the town even further.

Mungindi Bus

Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent: Mungindi Progress Association

Funding Amount; $14,850

Project Description: The Mungindi Progress Association will receive $14,850 in Reg
funding to help the town set up a community bus service. The community bus proje
address the isolation facing many Mungindi residents, allowing them to access servi
unobtainable in the local community.

Legume Hall Restumping and Foundation Repairs

http://www.nenwacc.com.au/projectarchive.html 24/01/2005
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Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent: Legume Progress Association

Funding Amount: 516,845

Project Description: The Legume Hall is the only public facility within a 45km radi
serves an important function as the social and training centre for the village. Restu
with the assistance of Regional Partnerships funding will help to maintain the herit
hall and sustain its ever increasing use.

Steinbrook Hall Kitchen Upgrade

Source of Funding: Regionat Partnerships

Proponent: Steinbrook Progress Association

Funding Amount: $18,118

Project Description: To install a commercial kitchen in the Steinbrook Hall. The ki
the range of activities that the Hall may be host to. The kitchen will also increase 1
hiring of the Hall for weddings and functicns. This money will be used to sustain th
Steinbrook community activities.

Bendemeer Co-operative

Source of Funding: Regional Partnerships

Proponent: Bendemeer Co-cperative

Funding Amount: 58,997

Project Description: To renovate and fit out the old Bowery Inn in order to provide
residents with a meeting place, library, museum and art and craft facilities. The pi
increase visitors to Bendemeer, opportunities for local people and to rectify busine
to a highway bypass of the village,

Projects funded 2002 - 2003

Walcha Softwood Plantation Marketing Strategy

Source of Funding: Regional Assistance Programme

Proponent: Walcha Shire Council

Funding Amount: $22,895

Project Description: Develop a document to market the Walcha Shire's Plantation |
Strategy to attract private investment in softwood plantations within the Walcha 5l
Shire would like to expand the Softwood Plantations from 15 000Cha to 50 000ha ove
years.

Tamworth Riverside Sports Complex

Source of Funding: Regional Solutions Programme

Proponent: Tamworth Baseball and Softball Association

Funding Amount: 5212,900

Project Description: The funding will be used to upgrade the Sports Complex to m
standards. Two national standard softhall pitches and a new amenities block with [
Additional landscaping, fencing and parking witl be added. The new facilities are e
local, regional, state and national competitions.

Wee Waa Museum Complex

Source of Funding: Regional Solutions Programme

Proponent: Wee Waa Historical Society

Funding Amount: $85,000

Project Description: The third stage of an historical museum will be constructed ir
doors, flashings, restrooms and toilets, storm water pipes and drains, sewerage, wi
plumbing, {andscaping and landfill. The complex will provice a tourist information
showease Wee Waa's significant and interesting history.

Quirindi Poultry and Game Facility - Feasibility Study

http://www . nenwacc.com.aw/projectarchive htiml 24/01/2005
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Source of Funding: Regional Assistance Programme

Proponent; Quirindi Shire Council

Funding Amount: $11,000

Project Description: The project will examine the feasibility of establishing a poul_
Quirindi and, having dressed the product, whether it can be sold. Additionally it is
other boutique birds be investigated in line with market demands.

Waterfall Way Walking Track - Zone 3 Survey

Source of Funding: Regional Assistance Programme

Proponent: New England Ecotourism Society

Funding Amount; 542,240

Project Description: To facilitate employment and new business opportunities by ¢
based tourism products in Zone3 of the proposed Waterfall Way Watking Track; a tl
continuous walking experience, and one day showcase experience of the New Engle
This project will establish the foundation for other subsequent nature-based and e
products and employment for this zone.

Food and Wine industry Development Officer - New England b
Source of Funding: Regional Assistance Programme

Proponent: New England North West Regional Development Board

Funding Amount; 599,000

Project Description: Experience in other areas across Australia and NSW shows tha
industries have benefited significantly through agritourism devleopment. This proje
develop the food and wine industry through a number of defined projects.

Australasian Centre for Sustainable Agriculture - Feasibility 51
Source of Funding: Regional Assistance Programme

Proponent: New England Institute of TAFE

Funding Amount: $30,000

Project Description: The project will be to conduct a study into facilities, markets

feasibility in establishing a centre to develop sustainable agricultural practices in A
PAGE

hitp://www nenwace.com.aw/projectarchive himl 24/01/2005





