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City unemployment continues tfo fall

By YASMIM PEARCE

UNEMPLOYMENT has dropped
in Bunbury for the fourth quarter in
@ 7ow, boested by strong coonomic
growth in survounding regions,

Federal Government figures show
the cily’s unemployment 1ate stood
al 5.7 per cent for the guarter to
March,

This was a drop from 6.3 per cent
in the December 2004 quarter and 7
per cent for the March 2004 quarter.

The city’s jobless rale is higher
than the Swte average of 4.8 per
cent, the Perth figure of 4.9 per cent
and Busselion, where pnemploy-
ment has dropped to 4.3 per cent.

But Bunbury is lower than Collie’s
rate of 7.6 per cent {down from 11

=z cent in the March 2004 quarter),

The city, which has a labour force
of about 16,000 people, also
appears 16 offer bemer job prospects
than the City of Mandurah, where
vnemployment stands at 8.3 per
cent from a werkforce of about
21,008,

In surrounding shires, Eaton’s rate
was 5.4 per cent while the rest of
the Dardanup shire had an wnem-
ployment figure of 2.4 per cent.,

Dratyeltap, with a labour force of
about 1,640 people, had an unem-
ployment rate of 4.9 per cent, high-
er than the rest of the Cape! shire at
3.7 per cent.

To the north, Australingd, with &
labour force of more than 5,700
people, recorded only 2.8 pcr oent
unemployment. .
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Workpac Bunbury branch manager
Jamie Pirie said local unemploy-
ment was bound 1o keep falling,
with continued fobs in the mining
sector & major factor.

He said Jocal businesses and
industries were now paying more
competitive fates, soch as up to
$43/dr for boilermakers, to &y to
reduce people doing fly-in, fly-out
work,

"1t certaindy ig & workers' market
at the moment znd 2 lot of people
can plc?n and chooss their rates and
rosters,” he said.

Bunbury Chamber of Commerce
and Industries chief executive Allan
Birrell was cantiously optimistic
about the figures.

He said a drop in wnemployment
could be due 1o seasonal variations,
but the drop from the same time last
year suggested it was part of 4

it's a goall

More than 150 pint-sized
soccet enthusiasts
attended a three-day clinic
at Bufibury's Forrest Park

" fast week :
Hosted by Perth Glory's
development program
Glory Zone, the event
culminated in several
"World Cup' grand finals on
Thursday where the
pléyers represented teams

. from all over the world.

Pictured is South Bunbury

longer-term pattern.

Buabury. MLA John Castrilli said
there was always room for improve-
ment.

But because the Greater Bunbury
Region was seen to be doing well, it
tended to aitract peopls moving
from other towns o look for work
which influenced the statistics, he
said,
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REAL
ESTATE
MICHAEL BENNETT

news regarding the

floarishing state of the
Bunbury real estate and housing
market was bound to tur sour at
SOmE stage.

Inany housing markel it hasbeen
well docamented that following a
Boserns there commies the inevitable Jull

Andwhile Bunbury has not yet
reached that stage of the cyole, cracks
are starting o gppear,

Coupled with the uarcalistic demand
for pew hoasing it appears that within
a fow months Bunbury has furned
from the promised land of housing into
acity thutis fast becomning outof reach
nthe sverage home buyer.

‘While homes arestifl selling, and
selling well, the negative spin on
Bunbury’s housing tale has crept
gradualty to the forefront.

Recent reports on the constrction
crisis taking hold in Bunbory has
forced questions regarding what
mpact this will have on the cost of
established housing.

Many believe, and riphtly so, thatit
will push prices upeven further
miking both butiding a new home and
buving established bousing beyond the
capabilitics of many local and young
home buyers.

Already the established bousing is
reaching nireasonable levels as
properties are being sold often before
they eomie on the gensral markst.

Anatyets predict that with the rea)
sarge in population still three to foor
years away esiablished housing prices
willnot drop any ime soon,

Bunbury RETW A president John
Saunders suid that all avenves of the
mariet were stretehed and demand far
ontstripped supply.

*“Weare seeing 4 shortage of

T HE nop-stop flow of positive

HE recently annmuzu:d Smle L
I Government oy review will be atis Rui
headon by REITWA in an attempt 1o
reduce land tax and starmp duty on property

purchases,

Fhis is good news for heme buyers but even
if the casnpaign is suceessfil any reduction will

not take effect until July 2006,

REFW A president Greg Rossen said Western
Austeatia’s favourable economic position had
provided the Government witha “once ina

BUNBURY & DISTRICTS

-csiablished homses, Tentel properties
and new homes, it 15 the demand that
has cncqtcd I}]iﬁ market,” Mr Saunders
said,

““There is no doubt that the

construction delays will inerease the

desrtand for eatabiished housing and
this will result in higher prices,

““The problerm will potbe for those
who already own.reat estae but for
first henne buyers who cannot afford
Buabury prices,

fax pmb] e once the economic cycle tarns and
fature goveraments will nothave the easy -
option of increasin, g property laxes to fund
budget pmblerns, M:Rossen smd

of] propc:fty faxes iﬂm Starsp duty.and the:
messAge e ge rony he  rrarketpla

**First home buyers will aced tobay
cheaper homes and Jand in smalier .
towng around Bunbury, places tike
Capel, Boyanup and Donnybrook,”
Mr Saunders said,

Good news comes in the form of Jand

prices which has Bunbtury placed
cheaper than locations such as
Busselton.

Busselton offers blocks for around
$115,000 while Bunbury still has
blocks around $93,000.

. Each year &0, OGOWest Austrahans purchase
* zhomd and there are 100,000 individnals and
orgnmsatmns ‘thist pay Jand tax.

. Mz Rossenconfirmed that RETWA’s netwuric
" of §00 member real estate offices and 8000 staff
would he encouraged to speak to clients about

. mmrexpcctanons of tax reform, .
L My Rossen said RETWA looked forwasd o
¢ . the'tax review and the' oppommu}r torepresent
Lhc teal ebtate sector of WA :

Distributed with the South Western Times and the Bunbury Herald
CERGM“E‘E@N a8, @@@

Bunbury REIWA presndent .Jehn Saunders is realistic about the effects lncreased housing z:ostswwall have an the regien.

The catch comes when it is time 1o
build the home.

Escalating construction costs and-
walting lists male this exercise almost
intolerable.

Mr Sannders predicts there will be no
change in the foreseeable futuee.

Professionals Southern Districts
sales executive Stan Clifton agrees
that market prices have been pushed
epby demands but hag some advice
for firsthome buyers.

5

‘commercialrealty

*Becanse of the known delays m
coustruction it has bronght abott
additional pressure on resales and has
increased the value of properties,”” Mr
Clifion said.

My advice to first home buyers is
to waich the market carcfully,
reasombly priced homes can stli be
obtained, be aware of those homes
when they come on the market and ge
inbefore investors. "

’I‘hzs mebv.age fromi{}:. Acommes it the sieme
time 25 more positive signs for home owners
s the Reserve Bunk of Auostraliz anpounced
that interest rates would net rise for the fourth
monthin ardw,

. Beonomic analysts have gone asfaras to
predicthat they will remain unchanged for the
restof the year:.

The steady offfckal interest rates will keep
variable home lending rates unchanged at
between 6.8 and 7.3 per cent.




By JANINE CARTER

APPRENTICESHIPS are hoorn-
ing in Busselion and Augusia-
Margaret River and with em-
ployers signing up young people
to leam a trade in greater
mumbers than ever befors.

The news comes on the back of
the Intest Small Area Labour Mar-
ket figures that show both shires
have recorded a drop in unemploy-
ment.

The jobless rate has dropped

from 4.6 per cent in both shires te

RUSSELL Muilings
started a chef's ap-
prenticeship at StiU's
in March, following 2
decision to change ¢a-
reer in his mid-30s.

The former drug
rehabilitation couneik-
lor had several violent
rup-ins in Perth,
prompting  him e
leave that job. Then,
he had to endure two
yeurs of vnemploy-
meat.

He said he found
work within two days
of asriving in Bussel-
ton.

Having worked
kitchens in past jobs,
My Mallings was
eager to ern his chel
gualification  while
561} catning a Hving
t support his young
farnily,

“Srilts has shown
me nothing but re-
spect and suppost,”
he said.

Stilts manager
Jared Comelins said
there was definite ad-
., vantages to taking on
# v matare-aged  ap-

pigptice.

‘The difference
befiéen & younger
and Blder person is
the gnthosiasm  be-
) canse it is something
they-Want 1o do. Their
drive,

attitude

Building, hospitality apprenticeships aplenty

4.2 in Augusta-Margaret River and
4.3 per cenl in Busselion « both
lower than the Statewide and metro-
politan Perth figures and the Bun-
bury figure of 5.7 per cent.

Daniel Leblane, from WA
Chamber of Commerce and Tadus-
ry Employ Fast, said the New
Apprentice Centre had signed up
more local businesses in the past
three months than previous com-
parative periods.

_ ““We have taken on close 10 a
dozen in three moaths, which is not

common because the imtake Is-

narraaliy in January and February,”
My Leblanc said.

*“Taking apprentices mid-year is
quite reassuting that the business
community is seeing growth.'”

Deespite the strong uptake, he said
there were still some trades such as
brickiaying, carpentry and joinery

that were not popular due to myths
that they did not pay as much or
were ‘unceol’” W young people.

‘The wend for matare apprenlices
is also taking off as older peeple
look for a change.

Jab Find Busselton manager
Lynette Sleight said there was sill a
shortage of qualified people in the
trades and in hospitality.

*“Unemiployment has dropped so

there are a kot more people in work
but thé ones who aren’t are not
suitably qualified to take up quali-
fied positions,” she said.

B was the unskifled or labouring
market that had more potental
workers than jobs.

Ms Skight said the scasonal
nature of work in the area would
affect job figures, as would the
number of people who leave the
area during winter.
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