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Minister for Vocational and Technical Education visits
Karratha

The Hom Gary Hardgrave, Minister for

communify meeting at the Tambrey Centre to

Government that it intends establishing 24
# Technical Colleges across Australia by 2008.

The colleges will be developed in consuitation
with local employers and business, employer and
industry associations, local government

organisations, education and training providers
F(L-R} Federad Member for Kadgooriie, Barey House | ar§d c{?mmumty gmur.)s' Arother great example
MP The Minister, Hon Gary Hardgrave MP, and of regional partnerships at work. One of these

Tambrey Centre Genered Manager, Terry Leo af the | cotleges is to be established to service the Pilbara
[ recant commnity forus. region.

These aim of the colleges s to combine undertaking an apprenticeship in a traditional trade
with completing academic subjects required to obtain a Year 12 Certificate.

We will keep you up to date with the progress of the establishment of the college in the
coming months.

Annual ACC Chairs’ and Executive Officers’
Conference - Canberra 15 & 16 March 2005

Our chairperson, Tony Ford, was upable to attend this year’s Chairs” and EQs’ conference
which gave Committee Member, Steve Shilkin the opporiunity to represent the Pilbara ACC
on Tony's behalfl Steve will be presenting a full report on the conference for the May QGM
bt the meantime he has provided us with a smapshot of the proceedings and his general
impressions of the conference,

ALl ACCs reported that the outstanding issue idemtified for the nation as a whole is the
burggoning skills shortage and to this end a workshop was held on “Skilled Labour” which
had standing room only whilst the other two workshops on Transport and Health (also
important issues across the nation) were not as well attended.

Steve attended the Transport workshop on the basis that the Pilbara is undergoing a phase of
rapid expansion and therefore an increase in infrastructure requirements and transport plays an
integral part of any expansion that will take place. In particular there is a great need to address
increased air traffic requirements for Newman and the greater swrounding mineral
developments. More will be reported on this workshop at a later date. Thank you to Steve for
taking the time to represent PACC in Canberra.

S

7 Depurtment of Transport and
Reyrional Services

INSIDE THIS 1SSUE:

Aguararotens - guls @ boost

discuss the announcement by the Australian ~<1CC Profiles

Vocational and Technical Education was a tecent P? Samron Canaran Paré
visitor to Karratha where he addressed a Ot @
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Pilbara Area Consaultative Committee Inc

Muthaga Garrwars (Autumn)

AguaCarotene Limited—DBusiness Development

AquaCarotene Limited is Australia’s only independent producer of natural betaCarotene, a naturally occurring substance
commonly found in red, orange, and green fruit and vegetables. Tt is the micro-algae Dupaliella Salina from which
AquaCarotene derives its source of Matural betaCarotene. The company conducts all the processes incorporated in the growth,
harvestinng and natural reflnement of the product. The Dunaliella Salina is harvested in Karratha and is then refined and
processed at the downstream processing facility located in Perth. BetaCarotene has a wide range of
applications that can be classified into the following categories:-

® A natural tood colouring agent;

Significant use within the vitamin and health product indusiries (for exampic as an antioxidant)

In cosmetic and skin care producis as a colourant

A colourant and nutritional supplement for pet foods

Dietary food and nuiritional supplement for Hivestock, shrimp, fish and prawn farms.

& & @& @

Through the Reglonagl Partnerships Program AquaCarotene Limited have been successful in securing a
grant of $170,000 fo assist with the expansion of their business within the Pilbara region. Whilst the |58
factory in Perth was set up to process the material, at the farm facility in Karratha there was a need to
purchase some ftems of equipment, and maintenance and refurbishment of plant required, to enable continuous production to
start, The company has established biomass growth ponds, trial ponds, seawater area (see picture right), plant and equipment in
Karratha.

As a direct result of the Australian Government’s Regional Partnerships Program, AquaCarotene Limited, i its initial stages,
will be providing permanent employment for 9 people and has the potential to bring over $1 million a year into our community.

Cove Caravan Park—Pt Samson—Tourist Development

Point Samson ig situated on one of two headlands (Cape Lambert and Point Samson) which
form the tip of a coastal peninsula some 23 kilometres niorth of the town of Roebourne and the
North-West Highway. Tt is situated in close proxamity to the towns of Earratha and Port
Hedland and to the historic townsite of Cossack and 30 kilometres to the popular Cleaverville
Beach.

The town of Pt Samson has a permanent population of 200 and it supports a small fishing
industry and is a popular beach resort. Pt Samson’s marine life has earned the town a
reputation as an excellent place for recreational fishing, snorkelling and diving.

This area is extremely popular with tourists but with only one small existing caravan park and a couple of B&Bs and the Pt
Samson Lodge providing hotel accommedation there is a lack of quality, affordable tourist accommodation in the immediate
area. Charies Van Herk {picturﬁd above left hard at work at the site) and his wife Irene, decided o construct the Cove Caravan
Bark. Once the facility is completed it will comprise 83 caravan bays, 12 with ensuite facilities, Office/Adninistration/Shop
facility, public amenities block, laundry BBQ area, children's’ playground, storage facilities and a Manager's residence.
Through the Australian Government’s Regional Partrership Program, Charles and Irene were successful in their application
for a grant of $275,600 to develop their project. Not only will the caravan park provide Tor the increase in tourist activity but
wiil provide both direct and indirect employment throughout the construction phase and beyond.

2&95 bept ef Local Go?'imment andiRegi"_ﬁ__' Developi N " '_:':”onal Achleverﬁ Awa:'d &
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Pithara Arca Consuliative Committes

Muthage Garrwarn (Autumn)

Returning from the chilly realms of Canberra can be a welcome
relief 0 those of us who live in the regions. Whilst March in
the Pilbara will still see the mercury topping 40 degrees, in
Canberra it was down to single figures overnight. However, it
was far from a cool reception we received in the nation’s
capital, Our local member, Mr Barry Haase MHR, welcomed
both Steve Shilkin and myself info the corridors of Parliament
House and took us on a personal guided wur of the building.

It 15 a swrreal experience being there, and walking beside so
many well-known politicians.

A key meeting with Mr Haase was regarding the Newman
Ajrport improvements preject. Recognising that the Regional
Partnerships Programme doesn’t fund afrports, we felt strongly
enough fo take it to Canberra and discuss with our local
member. He was able to call on saff from the Deputy Prime
Minjster’s office that lstened to owr coneerns and promised to
look into the project farther, Whilst there were no guarantees of
funding promised, having these people review the project is a
great start to possible Austrelian Government support. Let’s
hope they can find a way forward.

Ags always, Mr Haase was accommodating, and many thanks go
to him and his staff for helping us in our time in Canberra.
Whilst there, we also called on Western Australian Senator The
Hon Chris Ellison and Don Randall MHE, Member for
Canning, These meetings proved 1o be beneficial and we thank
these people for allowing us the time {0 meet and discuss issues
pertaiining to WA and the Pilbara in particular.

Of course, we didn’t travel to Canberra just to meet with
politicians. We had to get down to business at the ACC
conference for Chairs and Executive Officers.

At the conference the Parliamentary Secretary for Transport
and Regional Services, the Hon John Cobb MHR, outlined his
directions {re-focusing on outcomes) for the Regional

Partnerships Programme. The key directions of his ‘message’
were:

EO Cameron Smpking
(right) meets with Paul
Goodwin, CEC of Grow,
Sydney's ACC during kis

| recent trip East for the
Anmual Conference of
Chairs and EOQs. Cameron
also visited his colleagues in
Melbosrne for o frank
exchange of fdeay and “war
Stories™,

i, Regional Partnership is & discretionary fund; the
Parliamentary Secretary retains discretion  owver
approvals for funding applications.

His emphasis, when considering applications in
relation to Regional Partnership guidelines and
criteria will be “Jobs, lJohs, Jobs!! To address
disadvantage.”

3. Jobs must be sustainable. Projects like feasibility
studies, business planning etc does not normally
result in direct jobs. Implementation of those plans
may do so. But such appheations will be closely
serutinized.

Generally, Regional Partpership should be
considered to be an ‘enabler’ of those plans.

5. Regional Parinership applications will be clossly
serutinized for “cost” shifting- by any of the three
levels of government: local, state or ather
Awstralian Government departments.

Local council/ groups should be able to fund most
studies in most cases, When considered by the
Minister, he would need to identify clear goals and
outeomes from such initiatives,

Algo discussed was that comparisons of similar applications
from different regions may or may not get approval — each
proposal will be considered individually; within the context of
ACC Strategic Regional Plans, within the context of each
ACC’s prioritisation of those projects, within the context of
the Departmental recommendations, apd within the context of
any other advice which the Parliamentary Secretary may seek
to obtain.
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| From Rock Bands to Red Rocks-Steve
| Shilkin has a background as diverse as the
Pilbara itselfl

For those of you around in the 70°s (and let’s
face 1i—it's probably all of us!) you may
A ' recall the band Mother (oose, with such
[ ey L s e & L fubulous hits as Baked Beans! Steve’s
'~ Weareonthe Web . brother Neil played keyboard for the band

' ' s and Steve was their manager. He says be has
many fond memories of touring with the
thand and generally had a great time being on
the road.

ww' pacﬂ‘pllbar&HEt Steve Shilkin (front right) pictured with Stim Williams

: . PABREIREE | (froni lefty and Cliffon Girgirba (rear left) af Parngterr anid
PACC EQ, Cameron Simphins (rear right) during a visit to
| the Parpgary Comurnity in June 2004,

"He later went on to become the Marketing
Manager for the Advance Australian Chailenge for the 1983 Americas Cup, This included The
Bond WA syndicate, The Syd Fischer NSW Syndicate and 2 Victorian Syndicate which mounted
a challenge for the Americas Cup in Newport, Rhode Island . Stove says it was a very exciting
project to be involved with and he gained a valuable insight into the Corporate world.

Steve has been involved as a management consultant with a number of indigencus groups whilst
ltving in the Pilbara but at the moment he has no direct involvement with any particular group.
There are many changes happesing in the areas of indigenous affairs throughout Australia and
Steve iz taking a keen imterest to see what the outcomes will be as a reseit of changes to the
systeit.

As weil as being a Board Member for the Pilbara ACC, Stove is currently a management
consuitant and a property developer in the process of building 10 houses in Newman.

With regards to his diverse working background, Steve says that he’ll do whatever he can, as
fong as people pay him and it’s interesting. When we interviewed Steve for this article he said
his life has never been boring and it is the fear of boredom that drives him more than the desire
to make money”. Steve™s diverse background means that he brings a wealth of experience to the
PACC and his input at owr meetings is always positive and well thought out.

Liz Behjat

{Administration Officer)

Our latest recruit to the PACC office is a newcomer to the Pilbara who has
guickly setiled in to the unique lifestyle that we enjoy in this remote part of
B Weostern Australin, Liz moved to Karratha with her husband Reza, a Customs
(Hficer, and 7 vear old son AlL, in January of this vear.

The last 8 years have been spent travelling between Perth and Canberra as a
Policy Adviser/Electorate Officer to several Federal Government Ministers
and Members, so life in the Pilbara is very different but in her words
“extremely exjoyable”,

Liz will be taking over the roles of Administration and Finance which will
give Esther more time to spend out on the road spreading the good word

Y. . ; AL 4 ; et T )
about the wark of the PACC and following up on new and existing projects. Liz pictured at the Oueen’s

; PP . ‘s . Leokeut on EIF during o recent |
We hope that with Liz's background and knowledge of Australia’s pofitical famifiarisation tour of Pitbura |

§ system she will become a valuable member of the PACC team and will be | fron arranged threngh Board
' able to contribute to a number of areas within our busy office. | Member, Mark Simpson






