Guantanamo to Goulburn

BREEDS

7hen the abuse of Iragi
prisoners made headlines
world-wide in April and

May this vear, George W Bush
claimed it “doesn’t represent the
America 1 know”. Thats funny,
hecanse it sure represents the
America prisoners in America know
all too well ~— especially prisoners in
Texas, where Bush was governor
from 1994 to 2000.

tinder Dubya, “Texas prison” hecame
one of the most feared phrases in the
language. In 1996, prisoners in the
Brazoria County Detention Centre in
Angleton, Texas, were heaten by rot-
clad guards,
prods, forced 1o crawl and threatened
with snarling dogs. They were also
videoed while all this w:
for “eraining purposes”, Sound familiar?
And tn October 1999, women prisoners
in the Travis County Comununity Justice

licked, poked with electric

s happening —

Centye, Austin, revealed that they were
regularty kept in portable detention ceils
for howrs gt a thne in summer heat with
no water; and were loreed to perlorm sex
acts f[or their captors in order to avoid
more time in the cages.

Prisoners in Texast supermax prisons
reporvied they were being gassed by

guards and thrown on concrete floors
while handeulfed. At the Terrel Unit

facility in Livingston, where prisoners
staged a hunger sirike in 1999, death-
row prisoner Michael Sharp sald belore

CREC

his execution that many guards there
“think it is their patriotic duty to toroure
and brutalise prisoners™.

{Texas prisoners and their families
also  know what an  enthusiastic
executioner Dubva was. He imposed the
death penalty 137 times, more than any
other governotr, Among his victims was
Karla Faye Tucker, the [irst woman
execuied in the US since the Civil War}

Other prisons experienced riots and
protests at poor conditions, including
inedible food and lack of proper medical
care. In one newrions case, the Bolbby
Ross Prison in Dickens County, the
government Gspector sent to investi-
gate complaints turned out o be
meoniighting as a i the
private company running the jailll

In 2000, as Dubya prepared his race
for the presidency, Texas had the
United States’ second highest rate of
incarceration after Louisiana. There were
204 000 prisoners in Texas, of whom

‘consuliant

over 43.3% were Black and 26.2% were

Hispanic. He oversaw a prison hoom, in
which the c¢riminal justice system

I rocedures w

cmbraced “assembly line
Fll prisons with profit-generating
inmates. Prison profiteer Wackenhut
operated 13 prisons in the Lone Star

County
where 11

state, including  Travis
Community Justice Centre
Wackenhut thugs were eventually put
on wial alter the 1999 scandal. Where
there weren't encugh prisoners 1o

generate the desived profit margin,

prison profiteers imported prisoners
from other states, sometimes without
consulting  state  authorities.  The
priseners abused st Brazoria in 1996
were from Missouri and had been
arrested on drug offences. Brazoria was
operated by private company Capial
Correctionat  Resources.  Another
privateer, Corrections Corporation of
America, Imporied 240 sex olfenders
from Oregon and housed them in a
minimum security facility in Houston
usedl for immigration detention.
Prisoners were used as stave labour,
exerting a  dewpward pressure on
condiiions

workers'  wages  and
throughout the state. For example, in
2000 Lockhart Technologies Inc was

employing 00 prisoners at a Wackenhui-

{continued page 8)




s we go to press, the inguest is
about to begin into the death
: in Fehraary ol a I7-vearold
youth  pursued by police 10
impalement near Rediern,  {The
family have asked that his pame not
be used, and that he be referred ro as
the Young Man from Kamilaroi.) Ray
Jackson, of the Indigenous Social
Justice Association, comments lor
Framed.

Since that tragic February day the
Redfern Police bave heen honing and
polishing up their starements, the better
w allow for a more complete dove-
wiling of “their” facts. In all Death in
Custody cases, but especially police

Justice Action is a community-based
srgamisation of criminal justice
activists. The justice system
imprisons a disproportionately large
numbear of apprassed and
dispossassed people while letting the
biggest mass murderers — the
fmperialists and their lackeys like
John Howard — roam free. We
decling any furding that could
compromiss our work. Instead we
rely on your sugport. We nesd your
help to fight repression in prisons
and reverse the trend of focking up
more ahd more paople.

= Send your jobs to Breakout
Design + Print, which resources
us and has served unions and
communily grouns for 1% years
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{Subscription form on back
cover) '
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deaths in custody, the Family and their
supporters are up against the experts in
honing and polishing the facis.  The
police have total control over what s
treated as evidence and the arguments
that are pul to the Coroner. The police
have all access 10 the media 1o allow for
their spin to become a public issue; they
have access o all wimnesses and in
choosing those witnesses that they
believe best support their particadar line

of “lacts™; they alse have seemingly
endless resources.

Death in Custody Families have none
ol these.  Death in Custody Families
only have the trawma of the loss,
generslly, a most questionable loss,

Then there is the Sorry Business that
consumes  the  VFamily and  their
supporters. For somwe Families that
continues every day even though the
Death cecurred some twenty years ago.
What ever the pariicular Coroner may
do, or find, there are always unanswered
guestions.

We believe we have good solid
arguments that the police wagon did
indeed pursue the Young Man o the
Remwick Swreet leuce Jine.  We also
beheve that we have credible witnesses.
The wuth for the Hickey family can be
found by the Coroner. Mot always a done
thiag i we look to History.

UT NOT FREED

PEACE HERO RELEASED

“You didn't succeed w hreak

me, vou didnt succeed (o
make e crazy. This wilt be a
symabol that a lree man can
survive, a free spivit can exist”
So said Mordechad Vanuau on
2L April 2004, released after
18 wears in prison  {or

disclosing (o the world that
Istaet was secretly producing
nuclear weapons underground
at a reactor in Dimona, in the Negev Desert.
Kidnapped by the Isracli scourity service
Mossad in Rome in 1986, he was smupgled

out of Ttaly, mied for treason and imprisoned
Mged

at Ashkelon Prison, enduring ! vears of

complete isolation. only

allowed  occastonal  visies,
conducted  through a metal
sereens. Jubilant  supporters
greeted the Peace Hero on his
release, and eighieen white
daves were sent fluttering into
the sky Mordechai patd wibute
to those who had stood behind
him through his years of
imprisonment, and said he was
proud and happy (o have doge what he did.
He now faces a new struggle -
bany which prevents him leaving Tsrael for

ARSI a

one vear, or giving interviews about his
work at Dimona,

reakout enjoys a tong history of
ervice to trade unions and  Awstralia te use computer-to-plate
¥ community groups. Through the  technology and are thereby able to

We are ore of the few companies in
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years of working together, we've come
to understand their need to contrel
costs and budget while maintairdng
high quality and dependable schedules.

We can better appreciate their ¢ircum-
stances  through  our  ongoing
experience as hest and primary
supporter of the community group
Justice Action, one of the leading
justice activist  orgapisations  in
Austratia.

offer guality resulfs at lower prices,
Call us any time for a quote,
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¢ Design

# Bureau Services & Pre Press
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RE DRISONERS LOSE VOTE

cid shock move, Federal Parliament
‘mas passed  legislation  to
-disenfranchise more prisoners.
Titil this latest change, voied on 23
wne, any prisoner serving a sentence
{irss than five vears could vote. Now,
you can't vote if you were imprisoned
at the time of the last election, and are
siifl imprisoned at the time of the next
‘pne. Federal clections are normally
held every three years, but they can be
. palled much earlier. This means you
coultd be stripped of the right 1o vote
even if you're serving gquite a short
term, depending on when an election is
cailed,

The change was passed thanks to a
Labor amendment to a government bill
that sought to remove the right of all
prisoners 1o vote. Last time they tied o
do this, in 1998, the proposal was
defeated due 1o a hard-fought prisoners
rights campaign, in which JA ok part
This time, prisoners rights campaigners
helieved assurances from Labor and the
Democrars that they would oppose
removing the right of prisoners to vote,
None of us saw this blow coming tili it
siruck. Onty the Greens and Tasmanian
Labor Senator Shavne Murphy vored
against the reduction in prisoners’
franchise, which was slipped through, as
Bob Brown said, on z Friday night, in a
previously unscheduted sitting, without
reference o the people.  Prisoners are
citizens, Prisoner franchise is an
fmportant  component  of @ true
democracy.  Onya, Bob Brown, Kerry
Nertle and Shayne Murphy, for vour
consistency and yvour suppotl.

n juue 3 the Svdney activist
ommunity  lost an eccentric
" genius, beloved comrade and
tiveless  fighter against  oppressive
avthority, with the death of Mike Carlion,
the man most of us knew only as
<predator>.

In 1997, Predator helped set up
Cat@lyst, a radical community actvist
rechnology collective in Svdney who
provide 1T services for a wide rvange of
activist and community-based
organisations. It was from this oviginal
inttiative that a website was developed
which allowed anyone to post stories o a
public newswire, Originally the software
was used fov the J18 prorest that ocourred
worldwide fr 1999 and  came 1o
prominence in Seatte curing the World
Trade Organisation meeting which was
effectively shut down by acrivisis and
protesters. The same soltware then went on
1o power the first site for Indymedia, now
an important sorce of alternative news and
information.

Predator alse founded the Sydney Cave
Clan. The Clan has explored thousands of
miles of underground drains, mines and
other components of the wrban vasculatre,
Trained as a molecular biologist, Predator
was also an anarchosyndivalist, squatter
and dumpster diver.

Although prison  issues were not
foremost among Predator’s many interests,
he sill found the time and energy to
encourage and advise Justice Action on
topies as diverse as the Breakout computer
nerwork and forensic DNA profiling.

A commitied anarchist, Predator spent
much of his aduldt life brealing or ignoring
stupid and petiv laws which needlessly
restrict liberty and self-expression, But i
veas only i the final months of his life that
he was finally canght and hauled before the
courts - for trespassing underneath an
Asia-FPacific police anii-terrorism

conference. By then, he knew he was
suffering from renal cancer. The irony of
prosecuting a dying 1an was not fost on
Pred, who, with typical black humour,
remarked: “You wouldnt worry about a
fine for tresso’ when yow've been mied and
found wanting in the high cowt of cellular
biology, where juries, judges and justice
hold no jurisdicon and a misplaced base
patr will dig your grave for you.”

However there was a real danger that his
disdain for tdiotic judicial rimals wounld
earn him a contempt of court charge as
well, “lts a [uckin' nuisance.” he wirote in
his web log, “Tm gonna have to ron a zhirt
and say Your Worship® (not my worship
il some git wants me 10 tell him T thind he
worships himself, thats just fine with me}”.

He died a: the unjustly voung age of 33
two months later. His funeral was
attended by 500+, including homefess
sguatters, a federal sepator, former
prisoners, setior citizens, anachist ferals,
Catholic soctal workers, ete, all anited in
grieving for the loss of a man who meant
so much 1o all of us.

For more info  and Hhes:
higp/inyurf com/2izxg

Telephone: (02} 9890 2669

Kohile: 0412 200 173 {24 hours}
Pager: {02} 9430 6451 (24 hours)
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Barrister-ai-Law
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The NSW Government abolished the Gffice of the Inspector
General of Prisons in August 2003. Western Australia is now
the only State with an Inspector. Richard Harding has that role.
Here, in an exclusive article for Framed, he examines where
Austrafia stands in terms of independent scrutiny of places of

fncarceration.

On 23 March 2004 the Joint Standing
Committee on  treaties  of  the
Commonwealth  Parliament wbled a
report recomiending that Austalia
should not adopt the Optionat Protocol
to the United Nations Copvention
against  Torture and  other  Cruel,
Inhumar or Degrading Trearment or
Punishment.

That may not scund, o the midst of
dally revelations about Abu Ghraib
Prison or Guantanamo Bay, like the most
riveling news — and indeed there was
not, as far as Tam aware, a single line of
press coverage. But behind the verbiage,
what 1t meant was that the Australian
Government, lrue o form, has set s
face  against  independent  external
scrutiny of closed tmstitutions, such as
immigration deteniion centres.  Then,
two months  later, In May,  the
Government confirmed how averse it is
te  reasoped  criticism,  and  how
indiflerent o international  law
standards, by s disdainiul reaction to
the report by the Human Rights and
Foual Orpporounity Commission
(HREOC) on children in immigration
detention centres, A National Inguiry
o Children in Immigration Betention
Centres — A Last Resort.

The UN Convention against Torture
seis out  expected  human rights
standards thar should be observed in
vartous closed institations — prisons,
potice lock-ups, locked psychiairic
wards, juvenile detengon centves, and
immigrarion detention centres.  The
word Crorture” SUmMmMons up exmeme
notions of physical or psychological
mistreatment — bur Cinhuman and
degrading treatment” is a wider human

ishis concept. {t would, for example,

i A% Fravec] - Essooe N g7
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cover the matters highlighted in the
HREOC Report — failure o provide
adeguare education and maintain family
links lor children, adegnate health
care, und disregard lor the mental health
impact of the regime upon detainees.
The Optional Protocol provides for a
visits-based  inspection  system by
meinbers of the UN Subcommittee on
Tormure and thelr expert consuliants 1o

places of deteniion within the conrel of

the relevant government.  These visits
may be announced or ad hoe (in effect,
unannounced); documentation may be
requisitioned; staff and detainees may be
interviewed, and  a  Report  and
recommendations  wmade  to the

Govermunent concerned. The

jurisciction is essentially structured 10

produce  guick  diagnoses  and

construciive gDVL“i"uiHCﬂhd FESPONSESs.

The HREOC
excecdingly thorough and adimirable, is

procedure,  though
inevitably fime-consuming and
cambersome.  Moreover, MEEQC can
only enter preinises, examine dociments
and interview prisoners on site by
comsent of the Auvsualian Government
------- a4 limitation thar would not he
applicable under the Optional Protocel,

The U
Protocet are sill in their infancy Very
fow nations have acceded o its terms.

! Convention and the Optional

However, a parallel Furopean system
working with identical standards to
those  encompassed by  the UN
Convention has a 15-vear history of
solid achievement across all nations of
the Councit of Europe.

Only a small namber of countries —
wstally those like Turkey, with the most
have heen recaleitrant abous
the Furopean Committees recom-

to hide

mendations. A strong code of practice,
wntamount o a eisprudence of haman
rights, has emerged over this time
Indeed, the Europesn Court of Human
Rights  explicitly  draws upon  the
Committee's lindings in prison cases
that come befere it

If the Australian Government were w
pass & law adopting the Optional
Pratocol, not only would its own places
of detention become subject o visiis-
based inspection but also rthose of the
States. In praciice, those Siates without
AULONOMOUS external scrutiny
mechanisme would he trgeted ahead of
those with such sysiems, At the present
time, Western Australia is the only Swate
that would meet the international
standard.  The jurisdiction of the
Inspector of Custedial  Services in
Western Australia covers inspections of




soits, court custody centres, prison
ort  vehicles  and  juvenile
fention centres — though not at this
olice lock-ups. The Inspector has
loped standards and expeciations
i are congruent  with  those
weraplated by the UN and Eurepean
‘onventions — though they go beyond
tha

CQuite possibly, some States would,
'Qilicd}-: not have been all that unhappy
at the position that the Commonwealth
Government has taken,
accountability inevitably causes some
bureaucratic and political discomfort
becanse of its focus om preventing,

Ixternal

identifying and disclosing buman rights

the Revised Swandard Guidelines for
Australian Correciions merely provides
for “inspection by appropriate persons’
o monitor compliance with existing

laws  and  regulations, rather than
attempting o carve out through
AULONOMOUS inspection higher
standards of prisoner management. In
recennt years Western Ausiraliz is the
only Staie to have embraced the concept
of  external  accountability  whole-
heartedly, as epitomised by the recent
passage ol the Inspector of Custodial
Services Act 2003, This state clarified
and extended the powers and
jurisdiction of the Inspector.

The Standing joint Committee on
Treaties made its recommendation by a

majority vote of 9-7. In deciding not
adopt the Optional Protocol at this time,
there is a danger that the Australian
Government may give the international
comgmunity the irmpression that it has
something to hide. The minority, which
included all the Labor and minority
parties, recommended that “binding
ireaty action be taken” to adopt the
Optional Protocol. A change of Federal
Government could have imporant
implications for the inspection of closed
institutions  throwghout  Australia,
therefore, by the adopton of a
mechanism that is binding upon the
Stares. In that event, they would have a
strong incertive 1o develop their own
AULONCmMOUS inspection systems,

Richard Harding
Inspector of Custodial Services
for Western Australia

14 June 2004
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1 April this vear, South Alvicans
celebrated the tenth apniversary
of the end of apartheid. The new
fivst president, Nelson
Mandela, was a man who had spent
many  Cabinet
mey ’1§!U"» were likewise ex-prisoners.
Ume of the

South Alrica's

27 wears In prison

r acrions of the new

government was the selting up of
a Truth and Beconciliation Commis

fon T exRaIine atrociiies
eommitted wnder apartheid, and
provide outeomes designed o saul Iy
the yearning for justice of victims and
sheir ,Mmhas, while  allowing

r* petraiors  who  confessed 1o
sevience forgiveness and recon-
intion, Adl this held the promise of
& 53 views on crime,
incarceration and punishment, and
ssed of the world looked to
South Alrvica for new expericnces and

the oppre

examplies in justios and freedom.
South African state insthutions have

undergone a  profound

formation over the last ten vears,

- miare so than in the feld of
African

Wi

Aming! justice. The South
vermnent has expended much effort

in changing  swate  agencies  from
fans D [l

niorcers of apartheid to public servanis,

in 1994 the first vear of government,

oy of visionary reformers revamped
¢
i

Seuth Alrican policing policy drawing

upon best practices from other plages.
sised

{.
1

s were developed 13 1 Cﬁlgﬂ :

crirne prevention and
|

wrlice. Police el U‘Iﬂa l;le‘)!(”iMllh(

have  creaind  muldple

accountability mechanisms ar differens

of zovernment and ar the level of
comununities: an  Independent
[vrectoraie, national and

Secrvetartats for Safety and

wriey, and ‘,hfg prrliamentary Portiolic
fery and Security.
rican, Human Rights

Cui’:’lm%ssw nowas launched in 1990, with

E
The Sewbh Al

ng powers of investigation,
of witnesses, search and

fwst of organisations in a

Framreod - $ssue Ny o7

vibrant civil society sector, operatng in
al freedom, have

an atmosphere of polide
also taken it upon themseives (o work on
police mfcrsigiu issues,

In prisons, the 19905 saw an end

the segregation of bla ‘1’ and  white
prisoners, and  the  disparity  of

conditions between 1f1c-. Twa gTOups.
me, the main

Under the apartheid

chijective  of prisons was 1 keep

prisoners out of the community; the
officially

committed to a policy that atms 1o make

prison &vsiem  now s

with a

view to rehabilizatdng offenders and

prisons more humane places,

reinserting them into society, Prisoners
rights were enshrined in the new
Constitution. The death pepalty has also
been aboelished.

I 1003, prison law was amended to
abolish solitary confinement, corporal
punishment and punishment on a spare

diet, In 1996, a policy ol demiliart
sation of the Department of Correctional

This Thas

Services came inio lorce

involved changing the struciure, ranks
systems and mode of addiess of prison

officers. removing insignia, and puiting
an end o militarizsed daily parades.
in 1008, an

Inspeciorate was established, mandaged

Independent Jwdicial

to mspect prisons and report on the

treaiment ol prisons and  prison

conditions, and 1o appoing independent

prison visiiors, ordinary members of

ty who make regular vistts W
interview prisoners. veport complains
and monitor they way these are dealt
with, In addition, numerous restorative
justice initiatives have been set in
motion through courts as an alternative

to prison, incuding some that look 10

iraditional Afvican conflicr resolusion as

a source for conlemporary practice.
Seuth Afvicans have been the firs,

to avknowledze how  far

y yer i o in overcoming the
'!fca'rm:y of the past and iy addressing new
issues thrown up in the post-apartheid
era. The new siate has inherited the

E
apartheid iustice aud prison system,

Db rate

mgh poverty and anemployn @

ulinre of distrust and revoll against a

rpcist siare and is agenis, and the harsh

reafities of a police lorce trained 10

enlorce spartheid vather than justice
Concern continues over deaths in polics
cusiody and the use of wriure by police
The prisons

dlernili-

in eriminal investigations.
buresucracy  has  resisted
arisation, seen as a threat 1o siabs.
Prisons administeation ternaing marked
by a quasi-military  approach and

anel heavy

cuttrre, and kKhaki unifom

buots sl bear a streng resemblance o

army wiilorms.

The most pressing issues, though,
would appear be the continuing bigh
5 8} E widl Eg‘ e, crime i.\ﬂd

Under

incarceration. apartheid, South

Africa had one of the worid's highest
2

rates ol lmprisonment and conviction,

caused particularly by the enforcement
of the law requiring various population

groups o carry identity documents,

e would not be oo

koowi as "pas
much w0 say that the entie black
population  was  criminalised by
apartheid. Berween 1975 and 1984, 1.9

mitlion people, almost all of them black,

e artested for

failing to carry their
documents  or  lor  being in  an
unanthorsed location.  And thousands
{at least) were imprisoned for various

forms  of opposition o apanteid
b H

Furthermore, in the 1930s apartheid
[s f;!‘1ESSLS!H,U{J?HH:WE psmulmmzm

three and a half million blacks (Alricuns,

indians and cnhuam{ were foreibly

moved into vast “townships” to separate

them  [rom  whites, The resubtant

isintegration bronght abour family

brealidown, despair, and above all a
“culture of  wiclence”  ar family,
acighbourhood and wider communiny

penerally

levels, Anti-aparibeid acriviss
assumed thay orime among blacks would




after  the overthrow of
id, as a result both of the
iced] legitimacy of the state, and of
niicipated Improvement in living
nditions.  Government defenders can
fably  point iv & number of
hiasires in Tand, housing,
rastructural improvements, provision
glectricity, and so on; but real socio-

ess and ownership of land. In

‘additon, black communities condnue

St be Imbued with the “culiure of

Tiens

violence™ born of apartheid ex

It won't be news (o anyvone that South
Africa has a high crime rate, as the

ighted in

HIAnSiream  press :
publicising the fact, Within South
Africa, there ts high public pressure on

the povernment to deal with the

n

sirnation, and the vesponse has
more incarceraton. From 1994 1o 2002,

the prizon population rose 30%, with a

startling growth of 117% in the muanber

of  unsentenced  prisonevs.  Prison

overcrowding stood at 60% in 2002,

with conditions described by the newly-
established lnspectorate as “ghasihy”,
Conlzagious diseases Hourish, due (o
poor sanitarion and medical trearment,
and the number of deaths {rom nateral

causes” has escalated sharply. ALDS e g

major coneers in South Africa generatly

— accounts for as many as 90% of such
tleaths.
Peivale prisons have alse been set up,

w the dismay of South Afvican non-

sations and public

FOVErnment o
activists  over . Fhe  most
controversial of these is the prison ai
Louds Trichardr, run by the Bush-cromy
corporation Wackenhut (see Page 1)
of the 115
siem, Louis Tricharde is located

Follewing the siting practl

prison sy

in the ‘ar north of Trans provinee,

almost as far from South Alvicas major
cities (and thus prisoners’ familics) as

vou can get without leaving the country

The “ten vears of freedom” have seen

many changes in law and policy on

jedd 1o have a2 humane

Prisons irie:

effect, bur the broader goals of

rehabilitation and development have vet
to be met. There ave, obviously, no easy
answers, I 1991, alter his release from
prison, Nefson Mandel

a promised that

suth Alrica

the “poor and rightless” of !

would, sooner rather than later, “rude
the land of their birth”. But, a3 he also
sald, it's a lomg walk 1o freedom. And

dy is it lenger than for those

for ok

crughtnp in the eriminal jusnee svstem.

A Human Righis Approach to Prison
mamapemeni — Handbook for Prison Staff

By Andrew Covle: Tniernational Centre
for Prison Studics London, 160pp.

whis manual has sound and
constructive inlonmation thai
can guide me as o caseworker
to provide answers to iy cliemts and
to our networking agencies.
Alongside descriptions ol praper ways
to deal with prisoners, there  are
Iaternational Instruments, Le. standard
mintum rudes for the weatment of

prisoners.
! have to deal with prisoners a fot and
T ean also send this information o them.
Prisoners need sound advice in order

i convey their grievances 10 governors
of prisons with respect o the rales if

~ated.

thev frel they have been mis
Fhe manual covers living conditions,
overcrowding, .i‘&‘.-iigim‘}, inspecrions,

contact with the cuside world the list
foes O

But mostly it describes prisoners as
citizens who need o be given respect oo,

There are velerences from Australia so
it covers Australian conditions as well as
Internasional standards, which is good.
That leaves little room
trying  to avoid  the  stand:
suggesiing that this manual is
applicable to their prison,

Why | am so interested in having this

manual by my side is that some of the
answers 1 get from supposed warchdogs
are less than satisfacrory these days and
one needs o check and examine very
closely what other reasonable answers can
be found i terms of bwman standards.

Standards that 1 am also aware of and
have been all my lile seem to have
suddenly changed.

Government agencies have legal
knowledge and are secured by (5C)
Septor Council or (QC) Queens Council
who are all 1o willing to have vou believe
they are in ihe right even though

conmion sense would rell you that what
they are doing is wrong.

It seems when the budget is ght then
the services diminish  and as 2
cuseworker | oget the complaints, in
wdave world prison  overcrowding
appears to be the overriding lactor —
add that o a tight budget and vou have
a recipe for abuse in prisons.

Put two rass im @ cage and they'd
probably survive, but put 100 yats in the
same cage and they will eat cach other or
engage in self-harm. We must be alert
and atarmed and be able 1w closely
movitor prisens by shining a light neo

the conscience of those we ought to be
able to trust and whe are responsible for
thie reatrent of prisoners.

n shore: A Fuman Rights Approach o
Prison Management, couldn’t have said
it any better mysell,

Thank you Andrew Covle and
international Centre {or Prison Sty

You can fand this the manual oniine at
hrip:www kel ac ulfdepstaieliops/pa
blicarions. homl
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{from puge 1}

operazed prison south of Austin 1o
assemble circeit boards for IBM, Dell and
Texas Instruments, all
Prisoners were paid the minfum wage
with 80% of their wages deducted, mostly
for “room and board”. The owner of the
company had previously had a factery in
Austin, which  he <closed down,
rerminatng 150 workers, in order to
move his plant to the prison.
Wackenhut, in particular, did well out
of Dubyvas Texas, reporting a 27%
increase In revemues in 1999, and
favour, contributing
considerable sums for his presidential
election campaign. Wackenhue is hased
in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida, where it
enjoys close, mutually profitable des to
Dubyas brother, Gevernor Jeb Bush.
Jeb's help in getring Dubya inte the

NON-Union.

returned  the

When I get out

'm going to ask someone
to touch me

very gently please

andd slowly,

touch me

i want
to fearn again
how life feels.

I've not been touched for
SEVER YEars

Jor seven years

i've been untouched

out of touch

and Pve learnt

to know now

the meaning of
untouchable.

Untouched — not quite
I cam count the things
that have touched me

One: fists

At the beginning
fievce mad fists
beating, beating

1 1 remember
§£§fmming

Dow’t touch me
please don’t touch me.
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White disenfranchising
prisomers, ex-prisoners and anybody
who might have been an ex-prisoner has
been  comprehensively  exposed  in
Michael Moores Stupid White Men,
Revelations of abuse in Irag or
Guantaname come as 0o surprise o
prisoners, in the USA or here. The
prisoner support group bisters Inside
says women prisoners in Queensland
jails are subjecied w humiliating strip
searches and priseners with a mental
illness or disability ave olten placed in

House by

solation withowt proper care, or are
forcelully restrained. “When vou look a1
the photographs that are coming out of
Abu Ghraib and the stories.” said
direcior Deb Kifroy on 9 June, “theyre
the same storiss we hear on a daily basis
it our prisons.”

In New South Wales, there has been an

OUICTY  OVEer the entombment of

Two: paws

The Jirst four years af paws. .
every

patting paws, seavching

—= VIS Up, shoea@ off

legs apart —

prodding paws, systematic
heavy, indiffevent

probing away

all privacy.

I don’t want fists and paws
[ want

to want to be touched again
I want o say

when I get out

Here I am

please touch me.

Hugh Lewin was imprisoned as a
political prisoner for seven years in
Pretoria Ceniral Jail in the 1970s under
the Suppression of Conununism Act. He
said of his prison experiences: "It was
only ds a prisetier — as a bandit in a
South Africon jail — that T could begin
to realise what life is Iike for most South
Africans. I am white. [ had to go inside
i hnow what it ke to be black.” In
the 19905 he was a member of the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission,

“rerrorism” suspects, withour wial, atihe
ghasily HRMU ar Goulburn.  Bur the
groundwork lor these developrments had
already been laid through the ordinary
criminal justice system. The HRMU was
already there: the Bail Act had alveady
heen tightened o deny bail to more
people.

JA calls for the strengthening of
instruments ol public scrutiny of the
incarceration
independent  inspectorates and the
United Nations, so that prisoners can tell
whai they know to someone wheo'll
Listen.  But it can’t stop  there

systern, such as

governiments and society in general have
got e enter into diatogue with the so-
called “rerrorists™ and the so-called
“crims”. We have to wlk about the
injustices from all points of view, and
hiear from all parties and their supporters
and neighbours.
start o listen to the ordinary people of
the planet, and work with others for the
common good, not for Wall Swreet and
the prison-military-industrial comples.
The notion of “national security”, which
entails the catastrophic destruction of the
fabric of democracy, must be replaced by
rriee human security, which will only
come about through respect for all

Governments  must

people’s right to food, housing, health
educaton, culture, and genuine civil cmd
politicat [reedoms. Prisoners, from Texas
to Abu Ghralb, from Guananamo (o
Goulburn, stand ready te conuribute o
this process with their experience, their
perspectives, their knowledge and their
wisdomn,

= he Sydney nner west suburb of
Newtown has joined
communities such as Nimbin
in feeling the invasive destructiveness
ol the ‘War on Drugs. On 10 June 130
people rallied and marched down
King St to protest the use of snilfer

dogs, after weeks of harassiment on the
streets and in local pubs, including
one incident whete pub patrons were
made to strip to their underwear in
public. The NSW Ombudsman (bless
its little heart) has announced a
review of the Drug Dog Act. Hope it
does a bit more about comumunity
harassment than its done about prison
conditionst!




s ollowing the publication, in
{ Framed 46, of a letter written
£ last MNovember by prisoners
nicarcerated in the HRMU supermax
© {The Hole) at Goulburn, concern is
- growing - slowly but surely — about
*the conditions prisoners are enduring
“there. ‘Letters lrom prisoners have
reported that they are kept in
isolation, deprived of air to the point
of near asphyxiation, kept in freezing
temperatures, gassed with unknown
substances and deprived of natural
tight. There is medical evidence that
they are self-harming due to the
conditions.
I April, the Criminal Law Commitiee
of the NOSW Bar J
sub-committee, headed by Phillip
Boulten 8C, to look into the conditions
of the HRMU,
in May, the University of NSW
Conneit for Civl Liberties embarked on

ssoctation formed a

a letter-writing campaign to complain
abour the HRMU  breaching  the
International Covenamt on Civil and
Political rights.

On 15 May, a ratly organised by JA way
heid outside Goulburn Prison, Given that
there's been no official Tnspector General
of Prisons in NSW since Angust last year,
the rally appointed its own six-person
delegation to [ulil inspectorate functions,
The delegation demanded entry but were
denied. Greens Senator Kerry Nettle and
Democrat MLC Dr Arthar Chesterfield-
Fvans provided statements of support for
the rally, which were read out over 2 loud
hailer, careving the messages inte the
prison. Kerry Newtle said she had given
her support o the actien because “as
Baghdad shows, secrecy allows abuse to
Rourish.” Arthur Chesterlield-Fvans said
that without an independent assessment,
we could not be sure that peeple in the
HEMU were being treated in accordance
with the UN Standard Minimum Rules for
the Treatment of Frisoners.

in the latest development as we go 1o
press, the Public Interest Advocacy
Cenwre has agreed to help us Hghe
Corrective Services' blocking of legal
authorities which ‘would allow JA w©
purste complaints on behalt of HRMU
nrisoners with such bodies as the
Ombudsman. Hatzistergos take note —
the mén of The Hole will not be

—
AEEw

James Condren is a disability advocate and been-there JA mentor and

caseworker. Mere he falks to Framed about his experiences and his

activism.

THE SAME RIGHTS AS OTHER PEOPLE

What does it mean to kave an intellectua!

disability?

It means that people might be slower
at doing and understanding some things.
Some people have got mild intellectual
disability, some are moderately aflected
and some have very high support needs
which will require ongoing support, 1
am ouly mildly affected, A person with
an intellectual disability has the same
rights as other people do.

How is intellectual disability differen

from mental illness?

Menial iiness is 2 condition that can
be treatecd, {1 is not a permanent
condition, as oppoused 1o an intellectual
disability which you are born with and
have for fife,

Are the two differentiated in prison?

Just as in the media, the two conditions
are confused hoth in prison and before
the courts, Prison has betier screening
than they used 1o have but the courts and
lawyers rarely know the difference. Only
if a psych assessiment is requested will it
be realised that it is an intellectual
disability not a menad illness,

What happens al the prisons? Are the
two groups separated?

li depends on the particular prison. At
fong Bay they have separate units for
mental health and disability,. Mental
health patients still go over to the
hospital but the disability ones have a
separate unit. There are lwo other
specialised  disability units, one is at
Goulburn and the other one is at

Kirkeonnell. However, you have w have
& C1 or C2 classification to get into one
of those units. [These are minhmum
seewrily classifications, — Bd.l If vou
don’t get one of those classifications then
the only one you can go to is the one &
Long Bay And there is a six monib
waiting list for that one. If von are
vidnerable to attacks in prison they will
fust put you on strict protection. This
means they keep you in vour cell for
most of the day. One prisoner &5 allowed
hall an howr ouiside at any one time,

What was your experience in prison,
how were you treated?

[ was refused bail having been accused
of making nuisance phone calls and
spent three months in jail only w0 be
[ound not guilty. There was no vacancy
in the disability unit so they kept me on
strict protectrion. They keep vou on that
i vou are at risk of being attacked by the
rest of the inmates and yvou doa’t have a
choice if you go on it or not because vou
are signed on by the welfare worker or
the clinie nurse. 1 was locked in my celi
rost of the day apart from half an hour
in the vard, and did pot have access 10 2
phone. T was very scared and confused.
Strict protection is where they keep all
the child molesters and police informers
and so il vou are on it evervbody thinks
ithai is what vou are in for. In the main.
vou deal with a lot of verbal abuse,
are called “dog” or “rock spiders” —
“rock spiders” stands for sex offences
against children, If other inmates ever
gol in o anyone on strict protection,
which they sometimes did despite the
[ortification, they would just bash vou
up. 1 didnt have a choice whether |
wanted 10 go on strict protection oy niot,
Lwas fust signed on. | did ask 1o be waken
off at one time, because 1 was sick and
tred of being in a cell all day with no
ss Lo a phone, but
my request was rejected. 1 tried o
wransfer prison but that was rejecied

Did you receive gny support in priso

I saw a chaplain, he came once every

Yo

exercise and no acce

two weeks to see me, | had visiters,
vistiors from rhe Council of Inteleciual
Disability and visitors from church. |
ot who

also regularly saw o psycholng

was irying o push for my iranster 1o the

disability unit ar Long Bay,
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What suppori did you receive om
refease?

On relense, {rends from the Legal
Disability Trust and church met me
outside the courthouse. We had o go and
get evervthing restored, eg my pension,
and sort out things with Department of
fousing, which took a while o do,
When we got back to my place it had
been broken inte. Al my stull had been
taken. t found out they had printed all
my details in & newspaper, so obviously
thieves knew | wouldnt be home. T then
kad a big msurance claim to replace my
stufl, but 1 could only claim hall of it
hecause 1 could not afford to pay the
excess. Had to let the other half go. 1
approached two solicitors about claiming
compensation but was told that because
was only in prison for refused bail and it
wasn't a wronglul conwiction, 1 had no
basis for compensation. T was 1old
wouldnt be granted legal aid and i
couldn't afford to pay for it myself.

How did you find out about Justice
Action?

{ didnt find out about Justice Action
unil a while later. The Intellectual
Disability Rights Service gave me a
website for the Beyond Bars Alllance. |
joined up and then received a letter from
them advising mentoring classes at
Justice Action. 1L was an introduction so
I came along and mei Brert Collins, and
talked about my cxperiences in prison. |
had been in prison before. 1 had been
comvicted because 1 didn't understand
what the police were saying and then
they said, “H vou don? tell us whar we
want to hear, we are going to bash you.”
| didp’t know what my rights were. T just
told the police what they wanted to hear
because 1 was scared. Then 1 told my
solicitor that it wasn't true, that the
police lied, but | was sill convicied
because | couldnt prove it in the court,

What changes do you think are needed
in the criminal justice system?

There  needs to be  more
accoramadation support for people. For
example, the Perth system, where they
have specialist bail hostels where people
can go i they cannot get bail to their cwn
place. Inn a bail hostel, you are supervised
by probation and parole people, and there
are specialist disability workers that come
out o these hostels and they oy and
rehabilitate you whilst vou are on bail so
that vou can convince the court that vou
are rehabilitated. We are looking at
geting that set up and running in NSW
Bur we're still fighting for banding on that,

What are you hoping to achieve with
people with ntellectual disabilities?

In the short term we need to get better
support services up and running.
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Jail is not a place for a person with an
intellectua] disability ar all. We believe
that rehabilitation should take place in
the comununity. But if you have been
charged with a very serious offence and
you cannot be put into the community
then services must alse be provided in

(s Prisons are used”as’ & d@mpiug

‘grotind worldwide Hforipeople with -

intellectual : dissbilities  arid the
mentally ill wheo §m\f itsem Imled by
‘society, - :

« Until a landmark court ruling in'
June 2002 (Atkins case),; the US had

1o ban on executing people with an .
intellectual — disability  (“mental
“retdrdation” as they term it). 20 state
faws at the  ume allowed such
executions, 131{.13{%1[10 Virginia, where
A 24-yearo old man with an intctlectual

- disability was on death row, Tn: 1989,
Jncan cearlier appeal,: theCourt had
vuled that. 1Iw t’}{L(}.ﬂmR of pec)pk._
“with inteliectially disability was hot
“cruel and unuswal punishment”.

s People with an intellectual
disability are many times more likely
than people with average 1Qs 10
confess to crimes they did not
commit, Earl Washington Jr, a man
with an intellectual disability, was
subjected to a lengthy interrogation
by police in Virginia in 1983, He
confessed to a number of separate
crimes, most of which, it was later
determined, he could net possibly
have commitied. He was cha‘rg’ég‘l
only in a murder case that had
stumped police for ever a vear, He

was tried ‘and sentenced to death,

He spent 18 vears in prison,
including & vears on death row, and
was finally granted an absclute
pardon and released in 2001 after
being exonerated by a serics of DNA
Lests.

v I 1999 and 2000, the UNW
Commission on  Human Rights
adopted resolutions wging: nations
with the death penalty not 1o impose
it “on a person suffering from any
form of menial disorder,” a térm that
“includes both the mentaily il and
neople with an intellecrual disability,
o According to the Australian
Institute of Health and Weltare, 2.7%
of the natioral ‘population ‘are
affected by intellectual disability,

ihe jail. Bui the emphasis should
always be on rvehabilitation not on
punishiment and they ﬂm need 1o
determine il the person kitew  right
from wrong before any court action is
taken against them. Jail should always
be & last resort,

+ In 1963, the NSW Law Reform
Commission estimated” that people
with - an  intellectnal  disability,
including borderline  inrelléctual
disability, comprised 12-13% of the
NSW prison popudation.

= Peaple with an intellectaal disability
are refused bail more often in NSW,
and are more likely to be given a
custodial sentence, because of lack of
adequate support in the conmmunity,-

s Mencap trustee Simon Cramp
(UKD “Ome of the biggest barriers to
people with a learning disability
getting g truly fair deal in soctery is
other people’s lack of undesstanding
about learning disability. 1ts very
important that we ger our messagé
our into the media so soctety
anderstands what people with a
learning disability can achieve with’
the right support.”

» In May this vear, the Beyond Bars
Alliance {of which JA i3 2 member)
resolved to set up a Coalition on
Inteliectuat Disability and Criminal
Justice. A forvm is planned for later
.in the year o highlight the injsutices
that flow fiom the lack of appropraite
suppart services to help people with
intellectual disabilities keep out of
rouble with the criminal law.

» Addresses if you weni to contact
intellectual disability advocacy groups:
NEW Council

for Intellectual Disability

Ph: 02 6211 1611

ot 1800 424 063 Goll free)

Fax: 02 9211 2606

Email: mail@nsweid.orgau

The Intellectual Disability

Rights Service

Ph: 02 9318 0144

or 18040 68 66 11 (within NSW) (rolt hcu
Fax: 02 9318 2887

Southern Criminal Justice
Suppori Network
C/o Disability Trust 100 Jardine 5
Fairy Meadow

Ph: 42558000 and ask for
Judy Harper




v 5W prisoners have been fighting
a protracted siruggle over many
years  for  improvement (o
prisoncr diet, which has been aflfected by
the mamduuum of Proserve meals —

btand, homegenised, boring “air-line”
meals  produced ai a  major food
processing plant, Corrective Services
Industries, at Silverwater jail. They arve
packaged in aluminium, {rozen, shipped
out to other jails in NSW, defrosted,
heated up und served out. Apart from the
effect on diet and healih, the advent of
Proserve has meamnt the closuwre of
kirchens at local jails, thereby depriving
prisoners of the opportunity te develop
personal  and  social  skills  through
involvement in food prepavation and
management. In April, the secretary of
the Lithgow
Committee (IDC) wrote a
Corrections Health Service
about urgent health issues at the prison.
This is what he had to say aboul diet:

15}1?1211 £ DEVT{.‘lOPH}E‘.H[
letter 10 N5W

copied to JA.

The IDC has surveyed 100 foates over
2 years. AN 100 have stated that since
Praserve meals have been introduced they
feek:

» more lethargic

¢ less motivared

= generally less energetic

90% found their bodily movemenis had
changed, going o the twiler less and
irregularly, Of the 100 iamates we
surveyed, ©3% began to suffer skin
irritations  and  disorders  with  skin
becoming oily and pimply. Qthers began w
have more dental problems such as
sensitivity in gums. Others have cited
insomnia, disturbed sleep, and in general
they have noticed a dramatic change in
their general wellbeing which affects afl
other aspects of their lite inside.

1 personally have noticed a big change in
my wellbeing since Proserve meals have
been implemented. Many meals contamn
mwinly carbohydrates and with very e
exercise te, many dnnates put on wekght,
All weekend tunches consist of tast foods
e meal ple, sansage roll, pastie, guiche.
Margarine contains 180 grams of fat per
250 gram b, Proserve meals are devoid of
most putritional value, due to partial
cooking, freezing, reheating. No one knows
whal chemicals are used in the process as
unlike all food product packs, Corrective
tood services do not

Services Indusiries
provide all gredients on the fabel, such as

preservatives and additives,

justice
ALTIOM

Access to fresh fruir and veg and

hiealthier foad is an important issue for us
as we believe that the dier is the sarting
poini of a pathway 1o healih. Most fnmates
were able 1o access fresh vegles purchased
weeklby: Eebanese cucumiber, potatoe, celery,
cabbage, tomato,  hananas,  onions,
capsicum and garlic. Most lmmates ate
capstcinn, garlie, omato and carrot vaw
Fruil consists of apples, pears and bananas,
One piece of fruit per day per inmate. This
is madeguate in that most frait is not ripe

especially pears.

Food containers: The Dictonary of

Chemistry  states  that  alumiaiom s
corroded by salis and acids. Therelore
having prepared food placed hot into an
*ﬂmmam;m container which is stored for

months at a tme and which is then

defrosted and rehieated and served will
allow  free dissociation of aluminium
molesules into the fond product in the
coniainer. The average person In so0 :
it

fronm aluminivm containers. Therefore the

would not consume foodstulls regularls
inmate is beting subjected to an increased
intake of alumintum on a daily basis over
extended periods of thine which in some
cases may be 10, 15, even 30 years.

The 1DC would like 1o have the Progerve
diets reviewed by an independent divtivian
who is not connected to the government or
the Department of Corrective Services.

And what did Corrections Healih Service
reply? Amazingly, CHS told the prisoners to
iake the r(*cgw.stjor a yeview by a dieticion io
Corrective Services Industries — i.c. Proser
itself! — because CHS has “no awthority over
the provision of food except where medically

indicated”. In other words, diet is no concein
of theirs! A classic case of pass the parcel if
ever there was one.

.. AND BAD FOR YOUR TEETH

Ltthﬂaw IDC also }'md some lhmg to
-_w m CHS ghout dentdl caie:

. Waiting 6 months to have a tooth filled
or cxuacted and being in pain the entire

time is crael, o receive pain killersis no

easy feat. I miean. pain killers that work,
not Pamadol. The anly pain-dallers that
seem (0 give remporary reliefare Panadine
Forte, which in general is not prescribed
for detwal pain. My last appotntment was
March 17 2004, However a fight between
2 fmmates meant the clinic officers did not
allow the dentist to continue and | was not
seen (and others) and now the Istweek i
Aprilis my appeintment. | have a broken
tooth and many large cavities, The broken
-tooth has exposed the nerve and the pain
. i incredible. . Many immates go through
‘this | This for some feads on o other
: '-pml'h"ms 'mhtmﬂ directly - to the 3-6
i *mi reatment.

A weekiv Yhasis Maiy inmates are
actrally pw‘p;md 1o pay for.a private
dentist. Une inmate did so, the'cost v
$72. 1f 6-10 inmates wish o do his itis

m(" néeds to be done on -

“wiable for  local dentist to come in.
Department of Corfective Services policy
allows for this however Corrections
Health Service stafl ate not helpful

. arranging such visits.

o CHS% reply? CHS says that if prisoners
wani 1o be tregted by private dentisis this
“must be done at the privaie dental surgery
and nor in CHS dental elinics” at the jail.
No regsons given at all. What's more
priseners would have to pay not just the
dentist (s they'we prepared 1o de) bw
“escort costs” 1o get to the surgery. Al least

CCHS didn't deny being unhelpful!
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ustice Action action is never
ending what with issuing
media releases, giving tatks,
“iving support 1o prisoners and
their relatives, hassling

bureauncracies, ete. One major

activity over the last couple of

months was the rally at the
supermax at Goulburn the FIRMU,
in May (see page 9). As well, there
are two ongoing projects that are
very special: the Mentoring Group
and Action Break Theatre.

The Mentoring Group, which
first got rogether in July Iast vear,
has had a sevies of education and
strategy meetings. A Mentoring

handbook  is  carrently  being
prepared.  With  two  major

initiatives under its belt, the group
fooks  as
established, with

though it is  well
serious

commitments from its members 1o
continue the good work and look
for opportunities where JA
mentoring might be needed.

Our two major initbatives are,
Western Suburbs Group: The group
was [ormed with the cooperation of
Mt Druite Probaton and Parole.
P&P have now backed off from the
group. with the members attending
voluntarily,. ™o reports are given
back o any authorities.

Action Breale Theatre: ABT, an
outreach project of the Menioring
Greap, is now incorporated and has
received funding from the Moy
Foundation to run free theatre
workshops targetted ar women ex-
prisoners and women at risk of
being  inavelved in the justice
systcm.  The project was launched
o 23 May {see photo) and scripy

development
commenced the following week.
Voice Production, Public Speaking
and  Acting will  be  next
Workshops ave lively, active and
fun, and  participants  are
contributing moving and dramatic
stories based on their real-life
experiences. Hnrolments are still
coming in and being accepted.
Workshops are held at the Pine
Street Creative  Arts  Centre,
Chippendale. H vyou interested,
contact Taaleah 9608 9836 or
tkiez@optusnet.com.an.

workshops
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