I see no criminals. | see before me political prisoners.
- Chris Dubrow, iNsuRge

Weicome to the Australian Prisoners Election Newspaper;

Why an election newspaper for prisoners? isn't there afready far too
much election news in the rest of the media? Why should prisoners
have their own election newspaper when bollermakers, Buddhists,
bisexuals or the blind apparently don't need one just for them?

Aithough politicians often speak about prisoners, - especially during
election campaigns - they very rarely speak fo them. Instead of trying
1o win the votes of thig rapidly growing segment of the Australian . .
population, the big parties seem happier to deny them the right to
vote at all. The Australian Prisoners Election Newspaper tries to
redress this problem by offering political pariies the chance to explain
what they will do for prisoners, instead of just saying what they will do
to them.

So in this issue you will find messages for prisoners from the
Coalition, ALP, Democrats, Greens and Soclalist Alliance. They still
don’t speak to you? Well give them a chance, they don’t get much
practice talking to prisoners and still have their training whaels on.

Hopefully the Australian Prisoners Election Newspaper will prorpt our
politicians to think a litile harder about what they are telling their
imprisoned feliow citizens, Maybe what's needed is a demographic
label, like aspirational inmate, 1o help them develop policies than are
less hostile towards the 24,000 Australians who will be spsnding
‘Election 2004’ behind bars.

Also in the Australlan Prisoners Eisction Newspaper is an
announcement of the Australian Law Reform Commission’s review of
Part 1o of the Federal Crimes Act. Should all fadsral prisoners be
treated the same way - no matter which state tries and convicts them
- or should their treatment be in line with that of other prisoners in that
state? If you've got an opinion, why not tell the ALRC - especially if
you're a federal prisoner.

And the Australian Prisoners Election Newspaper is proud to be able
fo announce a new paper, the first Australia wide publication for
prisoners by prisoners. Its intended that the paper will be distributed
free to alt Australian prisoners each month from December 2004,

Almost all of the content of the paper will be written either by
prisoners or on their behalf by friends or family members. It will
include articles, commentary, poetry, personal accounts, short stories
and letters to the editor on any topic - whether or not related
specifically to life in prison. It is hoped that the paper will allow
prisoners to take on subjects that are important o them rather than
just responding to issues imposed on them from the other side of the
bars.

The new paper was inspired by the editor of UK’s Inside Time, Eric
McGraw, during his visit to Justice Action last July. Inside Time was a
product of the Woolf Inquiry inte the 1980 riots a1 Strangeways prison,
which emphasised the importance of ensuring that prisoners have a
free channel of communication to the outside world, Since then the
paper has gone from strangth to strength and is now-a self funded
bimonthiy tabloid newspaper with a wide readership both inside and
outside-British prisons. As well as articles by prisoners, the paper
contains responses to prisoner complaints by authorities and enough
paid advertisement 1o cover printing and distribution costs.

So if you're in prison, have something to say, and think you can say it
in 1000 words or less, why not look for the ad in this newspaper and
write to The Prigsoners Paper, PO Box 386, Broadway, NSW 2007. It
is hoped that there will be enough room to print svery work submitted
by prisoners, although some pieces may have to be edited for
reasons of space, clarity or defamation laws.

It is hoped that the paper will allow prisoners to tefl the rest of us what
they think of fife inside and help them to practice and promote their
own writing skills. After all, famous Australian writers like Mark
‘Chopper’ Read and Gregory David Roberts started their writing
caresrs in prison. Will you be the next one to swap the pen' for a pen?

Prisoner’s voting rights

in Election 2004

What steps are being taken by the Australifm Electoral

Commission to provide prisoners with the opportunity to vote

at the federal election, and what do they need to do to access

this opportunity and fulfil their constitutional obligations?

From information supplied by

In additior 1o any
arrangements that
correctional institutions,
authorities and prisoner
representative groups and
bodies may be
undertaking to faciiitate
voting at the 2004 federal
elgction, the AEC has
arranged & numhber of
mobile polling teams to
take the votes of
detainees. (listed below)

Some prisoners may
already he registered as
general postal voters
under the Commonweaith
Elactoral Act, meaning
that their baliot papers
would be mailed to them
automaticadly.

For those eligible elactors
in prisons unable to
access moblie polling

teamns; they may apply for
a postal vote. Postal Vote

Y ok

Australian Electoral Commission
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PRISONS WITH MOBILE POLLING BOOTHS:;

pp are
at any AEC Office or Post

Balconnen Remand Centra
Office or can be printed Bathurst Corectional Centre
from the AEC website Cessnock Correctional Contre
shouid families and Parramatta Correctional Complex
friends of prisoners wish

to assist access: In many
cases the local office of
the AEC will also have
provided postal vote
applications to their local
prison.

A turther check with all
AEC Head Offices in all
States and Territories
shows that either mobile
polling wiit be available, or
stocks of Postal Vote
Applications have already
been delivered by local
AEC offices to prisons
where moblle poliing is
not available.

Silverwater Prison  Metrapulitan Remand Cantre
Mulawa Correctional Centre
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Alice Springs Correctional Centre

Darwin Correctional Centre

Melbourne Assesgmant Prison

Casuaring Prison_
Karnet Prison Farm

Hakea Prison Complex (units 6 - 10)
Hakea Prison Complex (units 1 - 5

Broome Regional Prison
Hoebourne Regional Prison
Eastern Goldfields Regional Prison

Albany Regional Prison .

Greenough Regional Prison
Bandyup Women's Prison

Boronla Pre-release Centre for Women
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LABOR

Lahor's pian to protect and
strengthen human rights in Australia

The Labor Party hias a phitosophy
built around equality, justice and
giving people a fair go. This
philosophy forms the backdrop for
our longstanding commitment to
human rights. Labor has a strong
record in Government of helping to
negotiate, sign, and respect
international conventions.

A Labor Government will sign
Australia up to the Optional Protecot
for the Convention for the Elimination
of alf forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) and the Optional
Frofocot for the Convention Against
Torture. In light of revelations about
prisoner treatment in iraq it is
impossible to agree with the
Government's stance that providing
for an inspection regime in places of
detention, which would have inciuded

does not require Indigenous
involvement in these services and it
adds an extracrdinary new clause
giving the servics provider the right 1o
refuse service to anyone with & prior
conviction. This is a shocking limitation
given the client base and the known
patterns of repeat offenders.

Labor has also announced its more
humane policy on refugess and
agylumn seekers. Thers IS a belter
balance than the Government has
struck betwsen the human rights of
asylum seekers and the border
protection imperative. Labor wilt
maintain short term detention for the
purposes only of basic heatih, security
and identity checks, and we will not
datain children in high security
tacilities. Undsr a Labor Government,
we would also refurn centres 1o

detained overseas comply with basic
international standards. This is a role
that our current Attorney has
neglecied. The Prime Minister, the
Attorney-General and the Foreign
Minister have never exprassec
reservations about the vaildity of
detaining Australians in Guantanamo
Bay or the miltary commission
process, aven although the
inadequacies and injustices have
been plain for alt to see.

Labor's vision for the future of this
country is ang where we can aspire
fo equality and not dismise it, as our
it does, as & plaything of the
paliically correct, itis & visior
committed to building our community
by using the skilts and strength of all
of ug, We will try and build the ethos

Abu Ghraib, would not be helpiul.

Labor will also scrap the tender
process for Aboriginal Legal Services
commenced by the Govarnment,
Amaong other bad policy measures, it

government controf and have them
open to indepandent inspection.

Finally, a Labor Attorney will ensure
that the rights of Australians citizens

of fairness and tolerance back into
our public institutions and the public
debates. and look at positive
solutions to bring about positive and
inclusive change.

&A: Prisoners ask why?

What do the parties think abowd ive Optional Prolocot e
the UN Canvention agalnst Torture and other Crusi,

woitld aliow UN inspectors to visit prisens and othe:
places of detention - samething which the Howard

inhuman or ing Traalment or Pini 7
{Goufhum, NSW)

Greens: The Graens support the signing of the
Convention against Tortury and Other Grusl, Inhuman o
Degrading Treatment or Punishment that would allow UN
representativis 1o inguire nto Augtralia’s prisons, police
cells and imigration deteniol centres 1o ensure
compliance with 1§ canvention.

Demwats:%ﬁe Austratian Democrats havg consistently
argued that Austrafia should ratify the Optional Protocel to
the Convention Against Torture, Senator Andrew Bartlett
Is the Demoerais’ rapresentative on the Joint Standing
Comimittes on Treatles and was among the authors of a
Disserting Repart, which recommended that the
Government should ratify the Optional Protocel.

ALP: Labor has committed to signing the United Nations
Optionat Protocol on the Convention Agalnst Torture that

Govesnmant has refused to sign. A range of other policies
reforsed by Labor refals 10 ensuring tat pedple gat hetter
acoess 10 jagal aid, and uphotd and strengthan various
pieces of humhan rights segistation.

The Libgral Party: The Goalition is not going to answer the
questions put to them.

Why are thara such harsh for

and powertul in this society) refuss to decsiminalise drug
use and prostitution because keeping it iltlegal - and
therefore underground - ensures that these “industries”
keep miaking huge profils Tor the peaple who run tham
(not the ordinary drug user or sex worker, but usually rich
businessinen).

Greens: Austrafia is awash with llegal drugs. The “war on
drugs” has only served to feed massive profits fnte
urganised Crime, increase police corruption, make the

crimes fike drug crimes? {Silvarwater, NSW)

Democrats: The Democrats have lang argusd that there is
aneed for a Mational Drug strategy that is focussed upon
recovery and treatment, not infolerance and punishment,
We bafieve that drug dependency needs to be addressed
predominantly as a health issue, rather than a criminal
justics issus.

Socialist Alliance: There should not ba. The law-makers
(the politicians and judges, who generally serve the rich

What lg a federal crima?

Have your say

HAVE YOU BEEN SENTENCED
FOR A FEDERAL CRIME?

A federal crime is an offence against any Commonwealth law. Federal crimes include drug importation,
soclal security and tax fraud, migration and corporation offences, people smuggling and illegal fishing.

The Australian Law Reform Ci
We want to hear about your experience.

siates or territories?

=Mas any action been taken against you for b

Ission (ALRC) 1s

If you have baen sentenced for a federal crime, we want (@ know:

= What sentence did you receive? Did your sentence include options other than imprisonment?

eHave you had any problems about discounts on your séntence, when your sentence started,
remissionsfor good bahaviour, of your non-parole petiod?

=Was your sentence properly explained o you? Who did that?

=Have you been freated differently because you are a federal offender?

«Have you heard aboul federal offenders in the same situstion as you being treated differently in ofher

*How was parole decided in your case? If you have been on parole or other release, have the
conditions of your release taused you any problams?

lewing ing laws for fedsral crimes.

q

a ition of your What happensd?

A oetrall

Law Reform Comml
Reply Pald 3708
Sydney NSW 2001

=ave you had any problems transferring fo another ‘éiate or territary, or averseas?

Want to tell ug what you think? Want to know more?

Pleass wrile to us, You don't need a posiage stamp If you use this address:

It you wart to keep your name and comments confidential, jus! wiite ‘CONFIDENTIAL at the top of your lelter.

We cannot provide advics or get lnvolved In your case

The ALRC is an indepandent bady that provides advice on law and policy to the Australtan
Parliament. We don't offer legal advice or bandle complaints, and we can't infervens In individual cases.

fess safe and put human lives at risk.
Governments in this country are fixated on an old-
fashioned, gat-tough approach which inclades harsher
sentences, locking ugp a generation of peopls who should
ngver have gone to prison. [t's tims we looked at
alternatives o prohibition, The Greens befleve that the
staiting point should be harm minimisation. We bellevs
that tuen drugs should be dealt with as a health Issue, not
a criminal issus.

Why lias the presumption of Innocence baen changed
with the presumption against ball in the Ball Act?
(Stiverwater, HSW)

Greens: These changes were Introduced as part of Labor
and Liberal compating to look tough on terrorism. The
war on terrorism has become like a faw and order auction
during state elections. With gach side seelkdng to fook
tougher and tougher, harsher sentences, ramoving rights
and more powers and resources for police and security.
As a result people caught up In the criminal justice system
face a greatar risk of injustice, The dangar of thesa new
laws mean someone who is charged under the very broad
sweeping terrorism laws will be unlikely to get bail and
could face extended remand periods In maximum securly,
despite thelr innocence, becauss they have been charged
with terrorist offences. '

Sociaist Allfance: This s one of many changes mate by
state and federal governments’ as part of promoting thefr
“tough on crime” image, This campaign is pofitical, not at
alf about actually reducing crime. It is an attempt by the
paiiticians to direct the growing public anger against
poverty, unemployment, lack of community services and
the other problems at other ordinary people, such as
“eriminals”, miprants, Indigenous people, efc, rather than
at those who are actually responsibile for the problems —
the powerful decision-inakers in society. The politiclans
batieve that if they are seen to be “getting tough on
criminals”, the public wili think the politicians are doing
something useful (they're netf).

Dernocrats: The Democrats voted against recent
tegistation which reversed the prasumption of hail in
refation to certain offerces, Including terrorism. The
presumption in favour of bail is a long-held principle that
is closely related to the presumption of innocence. ltis
foundad on the notion that deprivation of fiberty should,
as far as possible, be Hed to conviction for a eriminal

offence. Individuals charged with a crime are nnocent

untit proves guifty and the presumption in favour of ball
reflects this. 1f & suspectsd crimiial preseis a particular
risk to the communily (for examiple, & suspectad terrorist)
then that is something which would be taken into account
by the ball authority, who would be likely to refuse ball. it
is therefore difficuli 1o see why there is any need to
reverse the presumption in favour of bail.

Why ate prisonars heid on remand for twa to four
years? {Slivarwater, NSW)

Soclallst Aliiance: The funding cutbacks for legal aid and
the court system, combined with more people being
charged, ufen for petty non-crimes such as bad debts,
has created ihis urjust situation. its a fundamentat
hurman right to be presumed innocent untll found guilty.
That means that most people held on remand should not
be there. Whers a person is found to be not guilly after
being held on remand, they should be compensated ai a
high rate for what is actually a miscarrlage of justice.

Greens: Court systems across Australia are clogged up as
the war on drugs and the more punitive law and order
climate, promoted by most politicians, mean more
people are charged. The climate of fear generated by
govarnments mean courts are less likely to give ball. tis
unacceptable that peaple have to await trial for such a
long time.

Why Is there no mors remissions as an incentive fo
rehabifitation? (Siverwater, NSW)

Gresns: Punishment has become the central ethas of the
crifninal justice systam pushed along by the law and order
auctions at election time. As a rasult important processes
that were once seen as central to rehabilitation have been
pushed aside. Tha Greens suppart returning the right of
ramission for “gocd behaviour™ as part of a return to
rehabifitation as the central feature of the prison gystem.

Soclalist Alliance: Unfartunately, most polticians don't
actually care about rehabilitation. This s evident In the
ganeral lack of services and programs that would
genuinely assist rehabliitation (Such as rauch more non-
custodial sentences, free sducation and bralning for
inmates and newly refeased prisoners, and the creation of
secure, decently pald jobs for alf ex-prisoners).

One of the hig dangers assotiated with the privatisation of
prisons fs that it will result in the politiclans making even
more changes to the laws in order to creats mors
prisoners, inside for longer periods, and In this way put
more dolfars into the pockets of the corporations that run
the prisons.

Why can't! have a praper conjugal visit - not a quickle,
il twe to five days in a privale housing unlt whors
inmats, spouse aid famfly can live, cook, sie.?
{Silverwater, NEW)



Seclalist Alliance: You should be able to. In:
fact, there should be much more amphusis
aCross the board o non-custodial
alternatives 1o fail.

Greens: The shift to more restrictive prison
regime makes that sound almest utoplant
But thers is no reason why for many people
in prison this shouldn't be possible, We
need to stop view imprisonment as
punishment and rather a process that
repairs the harm done and restores
prisoners to socigty. Conjugat visits are an
important part of that process. We muyst
ensure imprisonment doss not become a
cycle that continues with family breakdown
and alignation in betwesn,

Why is there a media gag on prisoners?
Are you endeavouring lo hids somsthing
from the publis? {Rathdowney, GLD}

Greens: The Greans see access to the
inedia as & fundamental right to fres speect
that we all have. By gagging prisoners
government’s are not only praventing the
proper scrutiny of prisoners conditions but
violating your rights. Sestencing someong
to prison shouid remove a person from
open socisty, but should not prevent you
participating in alf the debates and
discussions that media reporting is part of.

Seciatist Atiance: That Is exactly why there
is a media gag, The politiclans and the
powerful interest groups they represent
don't want the public to know tha real story
- that most people imprisoned in Australia
are not "dangerous criminals”, and that
prisoners don't live in luxury, elc. It the
general public knew the truth about
Austraiia's prisons, they would demand
change and justice, just like they demanded
that the refugse detention centres be closed
down when they found out the situation of
the detainees in those special jails.

Why are priseners foreed into programs
that are said to be veluntary?
{Rathdownay, GLD)

Socialist Alliance: They should not bs,

Greens: Often the government and
institutions including prisons make claims
about voluntary programs to cover
practices that are just another form of
punitive control. Mutual obligation
programimes in soclal security ars a
anether example.

...continued

Why won'l the prisans let my friends who
hava boan released come in 1o teach me
whal ta do whan | get oul? {Lithpow, NSW)

Soclalist Alliance: They shoutd. But the
system should also provide free training
and education to all prisoners who want it,
both during knprisonmant and after their
releass, 1o help them be economically
independent and survive on the outside.

The Ombudsman either dossn’t resgond
to my complaints, or iglls ma they cant
deal with them. Who is going ta deal with
our complainis? (Lithgow, NSW)

Greens: Unfortunately in many areas there
is no vehicle for atdressing prisoners
complalnts. For example, HREOC the body
that is meant to protect human rights does
not have jurisdiction for many prisoners.
The law ngeds to be strengthened at a state
and fedaral level to protect prisoners rights
and we need a faderal bill of rights. That’s
also why we need prisoner legal centres in
each staie and self organisation by
priseners is so impontant.

Soclafist Alllance: This is why non-

qo paigning org like
Justice Action, which make mesting
prisoners’ needs for justice and freedom
thelr first priority, are so Important. Without
such organisations. the Ombudsman and
other government representatives would
take evan fess notice of prisoners’ negds.

Why does the goverament want to grevent
prisenars from voting this Federal
elgction? (Lithgow, NSW)

Soclatlst Alliance: The withdrawal of
piisonars’ right to vote Is part and parcel of
the government's whole “punishment”
approach to crima, which tramples on
many htiman rghts. Alf prisoners. a8
citizens fike any other. should have the right
10 vote in efections al every level of
government.

Greens: Perhaps they believe prisoners
would ke supportive of othar candidates?
More broadly, fike in the US, both Labor
and Liberat have pushed for some time fo

ablg to keep the right for those people
sentenced o jess than three years,

ALP: Labor did not support the removal of
the right to vote for all prisoners and
opposed the Howard Governinent's
proposal to do so. There were abvious

inequities in the Government's proposal. It
should alsg be noted that denying the right

of alt prisoners, irrespective of sentence

would present a breach of our obligations

under the United Nations international
Covenant on Civit and Political Rights as
weli as the United Nations Universal
Declaration on Human Rights, which was
re-signed by the Howard Government in
1999.

Why tan't we gat & cholce in whether we

study or work? (Lithgow, NSW)

Greens: The rules seem {o be differend in
different states. Generalty The Greens

wotlld support the right of prisoners to
choose whetter to study of to work. Both

can be an important part of learning new
skills and doing time in a praductive way.
But often they are not useful and more
about controfling prisoners time. This Is
bad for you and a barrier to preparing
peopie for a new life outsida

Socialist Alliance: Forcing prisoners to work

when they would rather study is a
straightforward case of exploitation - your
labour is much chisaper than workers on
e outside se more profits can be made
from you if you are forced 1o work. Al
prisoners should be able to chouse whathsr
to work or study at any particular time,

When are we golng to gel a reasonabls
wags other than $12, or §20 2 week so
that we can afford tofieirias and hasic
nulritional food oi our buy-up? (Lithgow,
NSW)

Socialist Atiance: All prisoners should s
pald award wages for the work they do. The

current situation s much tike slave labour.

Greens: People in prison should receive the

award wage for whatever work they are

doing 1 of the tact you are in

partially or totally di p
They compete with each other to seem
tough on crime and prisoners. The Greens
have jolned campaigns each time prisoners
tights have been threatened in this way,
sometimes suceessiully preventing this
attack. Unfortunately this time we were only

prison. Atready prisoners are belng used as
cheap labour by some companies and this

will only get worse it we don't stand up for
your rights to recaive a falr wage. Equal pay
tor equal work Is sumething The Grsens

will always support.

First Prisoners’ Newspaper!

news - 8ssays - commentary - poems - complaints - short stories - letters - opinion - tips for first Umers.

Are you an Australfan prisoner with
something on your mind?

Can you put it down on paper in
1000 words or less?

Announcing the first Australia wide
paper by prisoners for prisoners, and
people who gre interested in issues
of law and justice.

Australian prisoners' staries began
with the first fleat and the penal
colony. From then, and into the
future, prison, and the use of
punishment affscts everyone in our
democracy.

Who's praducing i?

Editorial and production assistance
will corng from a coatition of
independent community groups and
Individuals Including The Austrafian
Prisoners’ Unlon, Prisoners' Action
Group, and Justice Action. It will be
funded by advertising, supporters
and ne governmeant funding!

When ls it coming out?
Send us your storias and we wilf

contact you. We hope o have the
first fssue out befors Christmas.

What's the name?

We want your suggestions.
Here's list of suggestions so far:
Just Us

Barred

Inside Volce

Shitizen

inside Time

Klink Link

Citlzens Inside

'ERE

The Key

Send your writing to The Frisoners
Papar, PO Box 386, Broadway,
NSW 2007,

The History of

the Prisoner Vote

When the Australian continent was first settled, New South Wales was a
dictatorship. The governor had total control. Voting was introduced under
the New South Wales Act, when a Legislative Council was established.

The idea of an elected Legislative Council was raised in 1833 by
Governor Bourke. He believed in a property qualification, meaning that
only land owners would be eligible to vote. However, he believed in the
rights of ex-prisoners (those with property). Of cowrse; he did not
consider those who were serving their sentence. His views were strongly
contested by land owning, independence advocates such as William
Charles Wentworth. There was debate over the level of property
required. No one is reported to have advocated the right to vote for
prisoners who, after all, were the majority of the colonies' population,

In 1861 the Brilish Government intervenad with the Australian Colonies
Governmant Act. This Act reaffirmed that alt men (meaning men literally)
could vote if they were citizens of the British Empire, and had property
worth more than ane hundred pounds,

“Provided aiways, that no man shall be entitled 1o vote who has attained
or been convicted of Traason, Felony or other infamous offence.. .unless
he have (sic) received a free pardon or one conditional on not leaving
the colony for such Offence, or have {sic) undergone the sentence
passad on him for such Offerce”

This Act of the British parliament laid the basis for the voting franchise in
all the Australian colonles.

For the first sixty years of Federation, most Aboriginal peaple were not
regarded as having the right to vote in Federal elections. Before
federation, both women and Aborigines had been entitled to vots in
South Australia and in order fo preserve the rights of South Australian
womsn, 8.41 of the new Commonweaith Constitution provided that ‘no
adult person’ entitlad to vois at State elections should be prevented from
voting at federsl elections,

The Commonwealth Franchise Act 1902 (Cth) extendad the federat
franchise to women. A proposal to include an extension of franchise o
Aborigines was put, but many in the House of Representatives argued
against it. Isaac Isaacs argued Aborigines ‘have not the intelligence,
interest or capacity' to vote and H B Higgins, argued it was 'utterly
inappropriate ...[to} ask them o exercise an intelligent vote) The proposal
was defeated and, in thé end, section 4 of the 1802 Act specificaily
denigd the voting rights of ‘Aboriginal nativels] of Australia... unless so
entitled under Section 41 of the Constitution’. The Commonwealth
Electoral Act 1982, which commenced 18 June 1962, entitled ‘Aboriginal
Natives of Australia’ to enrol and vote as electors of the Commonwealth.

The 1902 Act stated explicitly that there wouid be no voting rights for
prisoners convicted of an offence for which the maximum sentence was
one year's imprisonment or more. This included prisoners who were only
sentenced to six monthg' jail when the maximum penalty was one year.
In 1938 this was changed to five years. Prisoners were stil deprived of
voling if the maximurn sentence for their offence was five years, sven if
they were only sentencad to three years' prison.

in 1995, the Commonwealth Flectoral Act was changed to give the right
to vote based on the time prisoners actually served, (their non-paroie
period) and not on the maximum sentence for their offence. This enabled
many thousands more prisoners to vote. it was the responsibifity of the
Controller General of Prisons 1o send a list of prisoners, now allowed to
vots, to the Austratian Electoral Commission. Thay were aiso now obliged
to make arrangements for portable voting booths to be placed in prisons.
it was astimated than an extra 15,000 prisoners ware now entitled ta fully
participata in the electoral process.

Racent legistation has taken this right away. Now only those imprisoned
for iess than three years have a right to vots. This is a major step
backwards,

Prisoners are citizens who should fully participate in the electoral
process, Athough detained, prisoners are still citizens who are affected
by government policy.

Prisoners also have family and friends on the outside. When they finish
their sentence they will join the world outside and be affected by
government policy. They should have a right to determine what sort of
heaith; housing, social security and jobs are available on the outside.

Australia is signatory to international Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. Article 23 In combination with Arficle 2 provides that every cilizen
has the right to vote. Many countries throughout the world give prisoneis
fulf voting rights or exernpt only those charged with treason. it is time that
Australia aghered 1o in practice, the international covenants which we
have sigred.
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