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Referral of Bills

In its 20th report of 2000, the Selection of Bills Committee recommended that the following
Bills be referred to the Senate Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee:

• Charter of Political Honesty Bill 2000 [2002]; and

• Electoral Amendment (Political Honesty) Bill 2000 [2002].

The principal reasons for referral were to examine the effectiveness of the bills in meeting
community expectations for the monitoring and enforcement of electoral and parliamentary
standards; and to consider whether the bills meet international standards of accountability;
and the practicality of the proposed mechanisms.

On 20 November 2000, the Senate referred the above Bills to the Finance and Public
Administration Legislation Committee for inquiry and report by 24 May 2001.

On 5 December 2000, the Senate also referred the following Bills to the Committee for
inquiry and report by 24 May 2001 in conjunction with the Committee�s inquiry into the
above two bills:

• Auditor of Parliamentary Allowances and Entitlements Bill 2000 [No. 2]; and

• Provisions of the Government Advertising (Objectivity, Fairness and Accountability) Bill
2000.

A number of extensions to the reporting date were sought by the Committee and approved by
the Senate.  The Bills lapsed with the issue of writs on 8 October 2001 for a federal election
to be held on 10 November.  On 13 February 2002, the first two bills were restored to the
notice paper while the latter two bills were not.  However, the Senate re-referred the four bills
to the Committee with a reporting date of 25 June 2002.  The chronology is as follows:

• referred 29 November and 5 December 2000;

• readopted 21 March 2002; and

• reporting date varied: 28 February 2002, 25 June 2002 and (current) 29 August 2002.
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